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PREFACE. 


T is ſaid of one of our poets, x whoſe eaſy 
1 verſification, ſweetneſs, and variety of num- 
rs, perhaps, none has equalled; had he made 
a like happy uſe of them, and choice of his 
ſubjects; that his prefaces are the beſt and moſt 
eſteemed of any of his writings, It was m 
expectation and hopes, the reader ſhould have 
been improved and entertained with one, in- 
ſtead of what I am of neceſſity to preſent 
him, from an acceptable and maſterly hand 
(in that manner and way he had, of bein 
peculiarly inſtructive and pleaſing) that is 
known, and he has given his word in print, + 
was his delign and promiſe ; of introducing, 
thus, to public acceptance, what he waz uſed 
to call his favourite author: 4 if he had lived 
to have ſeen it, in the preſent appearance, 
With this encouragement I ſet about the Cam- 
ment of Zimmermannus de eminentia, &c. upon 
his recommendation of it to me, and repeated 
requeſts ||. It will eaſily be conceived I mean 
42 here 


— 


* Mr. Dryden. | 
+ Second vol. of Letters, publiſhed 1760, See 
Letter xcix. p. 347, with the note. 

t P. S. to cit. Lert. vol. zd, p- 354. 
U P. S. exix. Let. vol, 2d, p. 399. 
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here the pious, accompliſhed- author of the 
Meditations, and of Theron and 4 M 
acquaintance with that inconceivably amiable, 
humble man, had been only at a iftance and 
cpiſtolary : as I have elſewhere expreſſed . Till 
my coming, in the year 1753, to be Mr. Her- 
vey's curate, at Collingtree, and ſettling ſoon 
hereupon in his neighbourhood, with a young 
family, at my ſmall living of Olney, with that le- 
loved people (and my only preferment) drew on 
the peculiar endeared intin acy there was between 
us, that continued till his death f. In which 
intervals, of ſome years, (the happieſt which 
have been given to my life) I had frequent, 
freeſt opportunities of his edifying, always 
heavenly, converſation: and the advantage of 
partaking of- many of his private hours and 
thoughts. When he put this piece firſt into 
my hands, he told me, „he parted with his 
© boſom companion to me.“ And faid (to the 
beſt I can remember) it was the fir! book 44 
c« Jer 


iv 


— 


+ In Sunday Thoughts, P. II. 2d edit. p. 82. 
Dear HERVEYI oft' with whom, communing ſweet, 
Our ſouls affociate—twin-born ſouls are-ours ; 
-Caſt in one mould, cemented by one taſte, | 
Wrought to one likeneſs, temper'd in one flame, 
Nors's by one judgment, tutor'd to one theme; 
Dear, as if-preſent to my viſual ſenſe 
(MyR'ry of vulgar minds) e'er ever ſeen : 

How, ſince endear'd ! the pow'rs of readieſt ſpeech, 
An eloquence, like thine, would fail to tell— 
— With friendſhip, like fraternal ſympathy. 

t Letrer xcix, 2d vol. p. 347, was wrote me 

a little (but « few days) before. 
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<< Jet him have a clear light and underſtanding 
« of the Goſpel; and the firſt that had been 
c pbleſt, to his experiencing any true eſtabliſhed 
<« reſt, and quiet in his ſoul, And thought it 
(or to this ſenſe, as mentioned in the propoſals) 
the * beſt, and in many reſpects, peculiar in the 
„kind, to give the ferious enquiring reader 
& clear and enlarged views, of goſpel truths 
and privileges: is enriched with deep, judi- 
© cious experience; and wi. be found of par- 
« ticular, ſpecial uſe and acceptance, with 
% humble, weak, and fexring minds, wearied 
by difficulties and temptations ; in furniſh- 
ing the readieſt reliefs and quieting ſatisfac- 
« tion ; and ſettling them in a true (ſolid and 
„ laſting) peace and comfort.“ 

I ſhall be happy if my labours herein may be 
proſpered, to anſwer his warm affectionate 
wiſhes; and my own intended end, endeavour, 
and hope; and that it will find the help of 
many prayers. It is but little I can have the 
ſatisfaction to ſay of the excellent author; all 
I am able to colle& is, from a kind well- 
informed Rev. brother and friend, that The 
Rev. Mr. Jabn Liborius Zimmermann, was 
« chaplain to the noble and illuſtrious Chriftian 
« Ernol, Earl of Stolberg Wernigerode, and his 
4 Counteſs the lady Sophia-Charlotte, whoſe 
court had been a long time diſtinguiſhedly 
famous, for the reception and encourage- 
© ment of the Goſpel. Upon the fame of his 
eminent piety and learning, he was called to 
Hall in Saxony (the place where that glo- 
« rious reformer LUTHER retired, a little 
before his deceaſe) to be doctor and public pro- 
« fefſer of divinity in that much eſteemed univer- 

A 3 « ſity 3. 
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<« ſity ; where the truth and purity of evan- 
6 4 doctrine conſpicuouſly flouriſhed, 
“Soon after his removal here, it pleaſed the 
© LoRD to call him home to himſelf, at the 
<© immature age (I think) of forty-one, and 
* but a ſhort time after he had finiſhed this 
© valuable Treatiſe ; that he left dedicated, in 
<< grateful teſtimony of his eſteem and high- # 
regard for that court, to his great patrons 
« the Earl and Cn:nteſs of Stolberg. And was 
«- firſt printed in the German language, Augu/t 
« 18, 1731; and in a very exact and accurate 
* tranſlation in Latin, with the initials I. H. G, 
& at Hall, 1749.” From which, and reference 
(by helps of friends) with the other, the pre- 

ent one is carefully made; and was ſome time 
in Mr. Hervey's hands, and approved. The 
ſubject, as will be ſeen, is founded on a fine 
hymn, in great eſteem in that church; and 
printed in a letter of Mr. Hervey's *, from a 
baſty incorrected copy, with the title (and has 
paſſed alſo ſo in this impreſſion) of LuTHER's 
HYMN; as ſuppoſed, from his being the author 
of a great part they have in uſe. But I have 
the ſuffrage of a good-authority, my truly amia- 
ble pious friend, the Rev. Mr. Burgman, mi- 
niſter of the German chapel in the Savoy; who 
often has aſſured me it is the compolition of 
Mr. Chriſtian Frederick Richter, and has deſired 

1] would infert it; a ſhort note of whom I 
; Have given at the bottom of page 158. It is 
full of divineſt conſolatory truths, and the 
whole rich- ſubſtance, and ſpirit of the Goſpel. 
Every verſe of which makes a general 2 

8 | tic 


* cxix, 2d vol p- 402. 
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tical direction in the treatiſe ; and each flanza, 
as I have divided them in tranſlating it, a 
ſeparate ſection. I decline entering upon an 
enlargement on his plan, and a view of the 
different parts of his ſubject; which was my 
Rev. Friend's intention, had Gon pleaſed to 
have ſpared him for compleating what he had in 

* F deſign. My purpoſe here was to ſay but little 
The author's aim is to ſhew the true cauſes 
and ſeveral kinds of thoſe diſquietments and 
difficulties that diſmay and put bick the earneſt 
Chriſtian, and are the hindrances to his free 
acceptance of grace. 5 

He has ſeemed to me, like one who lays out, 
and clears a waſte unſhapen ſpot, for raiſing a 
rand, ſubſtantial building; or the weeds from 
me crop, that has the looks of a promiſing 
harveſt.—Or, as a Pilot that marks on a judi- 
cious chart, the quickſands, itops and dangers 
that lie in the paſſage—And appears a fine com- 

ment on that text of Ia. lvii. 14. Caſt ye up, 
„ Ec. prepare the way, take up the ſtumbling block 
« out of the way of my people.“ The doctrines 
he treats of are entirely experimental, and of a 
very ſpiritual exalted nature yet known (and 
been felt in ſome meaſure) to every one that is 
taught of Gop; and what it is, to have the 
knowledge of the heart : and from thence, has 
learned the vaſt neceſſity, and the deſire, of the 
Excellency of the Knowledge of JEsUs CHRIST, 
as in whom is hid all the treaſures of wiſ- 
„ dom and knowledge.” Col. ii. 3. And 
hence make Him, The ONE AND THE ALL, 
With the reſt—theſe will paſs as indifferent 

things, if not worſe, =And doubtleſs with ſome, 
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may be a ſtone of ſtumbling and offence. The 
Goſpel itſelf is an offence; and ever will, with: 
men of reaſoning and objecting—of conceited, 
content:ous, and legal minds: as it was given 
to exalt alone the glory of the divine grace, and 
to abaſe and © {tain the glory of ALL fleſh,” 
and “ hide pride from man.” And of fuch 
will be always oppoſed, or for the moſt part 
(ons it is well if not on purpoſe) miſtaken, Pro- 
fling themſelves to be wiſe (ſaith St. Paul, 
Rom. i. 22.) they became fools x. © When 
(ſays the good, and judicious Mr, Beart + ) 
it is the very deſign of the Goſpel, to ad- 
« vance the grace and righteouſneſs of THE LoRD 
« Jesvs ; I confeſs I am moſt afraid of theſe 
e errours that detract from His honour and 
« glory. But Ino way doubt there are, who ſeek 
« a ſhelter;for licentious practices in doctrines 
„ and opinions that, may, give a countenance 
« th-reunto. Howbeit, I dare not call all thoſe 
&« Antinomian doctrines or opinions, which oy 
| *. DE, 


* Of this, the Article of Simon Tournay, affords 
a memorable and awful inſtance. In 1201, after 
©« he had out-gone all at Oxford for eArBIDG, 
„ and become ſo eminent at Paris as to be made 
«© chief Doctor of the Sorbonne, he grew fo puffed 
« with pride, as to hold Ariſtotle ſuperior ta Mo/es 
« and CMR ISH; and yet but equal to himſelf. At 
« laſt, he grew ſuch an idiot as not to know one 
* Jeter in a book, or one thing he had ewer dans. 
A, Carew's Survey of Cornwall, p. 59. 
.. + Vindication of the eternal Law and everiafting 
Goſpel, ſmall 12mo. that for its unanſwerable argu- 
ment, and tender charity, it is pity is not reptinted, 
and made more uſeful, and generally known, 
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« be, by corrupt, unſanctified nature, abuſed to 
&« evil practices; for then, the whole Gofpet is an- 
« tinomianiſm, &c.—A heart, under the power 
« and influence of the Grace of God, though 
« under ſome miſtakes about the names and de- 
<« finitions of things, will be in no danger of 
„ g turning the Grace of Gop into laſciviouſneſß. 
« That a believer is compleat in CHRIST; 
<« that his fin is covered from Gop's eye as a 
« judge; and that he hath a full title to eternal 
& life, and ſhall never periſh; is the ſtrongeſt 
* cord of love to engage the heart to holineſs, 
«© where it is believed, But thoſe, who know 
© not Gop's way of accepting, fir/ the perſon, 
« and then the performance; but think that 
« performances muſt go firſt, as conditions of 
ce the acceptation of the perſon, do {tumble at the 
« ſtumbling ſtone, and take all free Grace, 
for they know no otherways, to be an enemy 
«« to Holineſs; becauſe it throws down the 
«© Dagon of ſelfrighteouſneſs.“ 
Our GREAT POET, ſpeaks the ſame, with 
the above, | 


—— Doubt not, but that fin - 

Will reign among them, as of thee begot ; 
And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by ſtirring up 8 
Sin againſt law to fight; that when they ſee 
Law can diſcover ſin, but not remove 
(Save by thoſe fadewwie expiations weak, 
The blood of bulls and goats) they may conclude 
Some blood, more precious, mut be paid for man, 
Juſt for «juſt ; that in SUCH RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

o them by faith imputed, they may find 
Juſtification towards Gop, and peace 
Of conſcience ; which the Law, by ceremonies, 

, . Cannot 


X 


the notes, preſerve their reſpect, and continue 
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Cannot appeaſe: nor man the moral part 


Perform; and not performing, cannot live. 


So Law appears imperfe ; and but giv'n 
With. purpoſe to reſign thein in full time 


Up to a better cov'nant, diſciplin'd 


From ſhadowie types. to truth, from fleſh to ſpirit, 
From impoſition of rid laws, to free 
Acceptance of large Grace ; from /erwile fear 
To filial; Works of Law to Works of Faith. 


And therefore ſhall not Mass, though of Gop 


Highly belov'd, being but the miniſter 

Of law, his people into Canan lead; 

But Zo/pua, whom the Gentiles Jeſus call, 

His name. and office bearing, who ſhall quell 

The adverſary ſerpent, and bring back, ; 
Through the world's wilderneſs, long wander'd man, 


Safe, to eternal paradiſe of reſt. 


Milton's Paradiſe Loft, B. xii. p. 323. 2d Ed. 


Can words be plainer, or more fully declare 
what was our ſenſible, judicious Mr. Milton's 
opinion, in theſe GREATEsT, moſt IMPORTANT 
OF ALL TRUTHS, It is obſervable, and ſurely 


points out matter for reflection; how all our 


writers of parts and eminence, whether of poetry 
or divinity, before the unhappy annals of Laud, 
and (ſad I am I muſt ſay) ſince of little more than 


We 5 ago — have but one voice, and breathe, 


all, the ſame pure, found, orthodox ſpirit *. And 
I have often wondered, how SPENSER, Dean 
Doxnve, (that a firſt critic ſays, had more wit 
than all our ' poets put together) and MILTON 
ſome verſes of whoſe I haye put, purpoſely, in 


{till 


E modus in rebus ; ſunt certi denique fines. 
Quoc ultra citraque neque comſiſtere rectum. 
| Honk Acg. 
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ſtill to be read and admired, when they differ 
fo wholly from modern, religious opinions and 
creeds Ah where are our Luther /—our Cal- 
vin /—our Cranmer”s ! Latimer's and Ridley's !* 
and the whole noble army , of martyrs, that 
were jealous for the Lok oF HosTs, and bore 
witneſs in the flames to our glorious REFOR- 
MATION TRUTHS ! — our Uher] and Sibbs “ 
and Hall! and * Great company of the preachers !** 
men valiant for the Truth upon the earth”, 

(Fer. ix. 3) that, till that time, went forth 
with the ſound of jubilee, and blew the trum- 
pet in our land. They believed and therefore 

ſpale. And Govp, ſo viſibly, „ ſent down upon 
„gur biſhops and curates, and all congregations . 
% committed to their charge, the healthful SPIRIT 
<< of His GRACE” —Alas ! —we have known 
in our days—our eyes have ſeen, very freſh, 
who have deſerted our banners—ſtirred ſedition 
in the camp—have made them A, CAPTAIN, 
& and are returned back into Egypt. mx 


4c foul! thou haſt heard the alarm of war. 
(Fer. iv. 19.) —-. ** Remember, O Lox Dp, 


«©, what is come upon us ! conſider and behold 
cc our reproach ! (Lam. v. 1.) 


It is too debaſing — a fooliſh, and wicked 
prayer—too poor, and below the mouth and 
hope of a Chriſtian, which, ſome ſeem ſo fond 

; | to 


2 — 


— 


* —— 


* His prayer at the ſtake was, * 7 bo/ceth Thee, 
** Loxp Gop, have mercy upon this realm of Eng- 
land, and deliver it from all its enemies. 


I hope, and thouſands more, no "Paitiox will be 
heard againſt it, | | 
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to make a part of their nc Litur y, & Let 


ny ſoul be with the philoſophers !“ — ay mine | 


(and yours, dear reader) be, 
« Through the.dear-1GuT or Him that walk'd the waves' , 


with St. Paul's! (that once was Saul the Perſe- 
cutor )—Mr. Milton's | and Mr. Hervey's | — 
Abraham's | and David's | — with Zaccheus the 
publican ! Magdalene the forgiven weeping 
inner the pardoned, faith-accepted al and 
that great multitude which no man could num- 
<< ber,“ before the throne of Our EMMANUEL 
Gop | Where Faith ſhall drop her veil in fight, 


. Hope be paſſed into enjoyment, and . Charity | 


„ never faileth” -s the heart-breathed, hearts 
felt prayer, of the affectionate lover, and faith- 
ful ſervant of thy ſoul —in the Loxp Jesvs. 


And, whey thou lookeſt pp this, let it be 
5 | 


r thine. 


M. B. 


| | Thou, My ALL! 
My Theme ! my Inſpiration ! and my Crown! 

My Strength in Age! my Riſe in low Eſtate ! 

My Soul's Ambition! Pleaſure! Wealth! uy World! 

My Light in Darkneſs! and my Life in Death! 


His friendly remembrancer 


My Boaſt through Time! Bliſs through Eternity! 


Eternity !—too ſhort to ſpeak Tar Praiſe ! 
Or fathom Tay Profound of Lowe, to Man “ 
My Sacrifice! my Gop !—What Things are theſe ! 
| Dr. YouxG's Night Thoughts, 


Morden College, 
Mar. 3, 1772. 


.* ® Milton's Monos. of Ly ctDas. | 


Night iv. p. 69. 
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EIGHT PARTS or PRACTICAL DIRECTIONS, 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Shewing the Occaſion and Subſtance of the 


TREATISE, - . 
Difference orf 7 8 HERE 1s certainly - a 
a natural and very great and mate- 


Jbiritual fate. rig difference, betwixt all 
perſons of a- carnal and worldly ſtamp ; 
under the dominion of fin and power of 
Satan; and ſuch as are real Chriſtians, and 


by true repentance, and a genuine turn and 
B change 
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25 INTRODUCTION. 
change of heart are converted, and brought | 
effectually to Gop. 


4% in Gov's And yet, there is a differ- 
children. ence too, no leſs certain and 
evident, even between theſe that are in 
every reſpect alike ſincere, and equally 
partake of the ſame ſecure intereſt in 
CrrisT. The ſtate of them who have 
attained to a full diſcovery and view of 
goſpel-light is of another, and a very 
contrary ſort with theirs,. who though they 
are ſerious and truly earneſt in their deſires 
to pleaſe Gop, are labouring nevertheleſs 
with a weight of ſlaviſh fears, and legal 


anxieties. 


* 
, 


A legal Plate. It is ſure there are not a 
few, who it is not queſtioned are the chil. 
dren of Gop ; ſuch as have had deepeſt 
convictions of conſcience, and ſevereſt 
feelings of guilt and miſery ; have been 
heartily willing to part from every evil 
worldly inclination, and to live & unblame- 

| able 
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able and unreproveable in his ſight :” That 


from a want and neglect of applying them- 
ſelves to [Cnr'tsT,] the TRUE AND THE 
onLy FouNnTaAiN, fail and come ſhort in 
every good purpoſe and laboured eadea- 
vour; and remain deſtitute of all alacrity of 


mind, and of any chearful peace and com- 


fort. Sin, as it were, hurries them invo- 


luntarily away captive; and the more earneſt- 
ly they ſeek and ſtrive to be delivered, they 
find themſelves but. more miſerable, -and 
deeper enthralled. Till at laſt they ſink | 
in a deſpondency of making any farther 
attempts, or of finiſhing their courſe, and 
obtaining the joyful victorious crown. 


From the perſuaſion therefore, and aſ- 
ſured knowledge, there are numbers of 


our Chriſtian brethren in theſe afflicted moſt 


diſconſolate circumſtances, I have been 
induced to ſet upon the following Trea- 


tiſe from an Hymn , that is in known 
B 2 | uſe 


1 — 


» 


* Es ift nicht ſchwer ein CHRIST zu /tyn, ke. 


23 INTRODUCTION. 

uſe in our church, namely, I 7s not a 
hard and difficult thing to be a Chriſtian, &c.” 
compoſed with the ſame end I-have in 
view ; and from thence would proceed to 


ſhew, 


A RIGHT, EASY, AND HAPPY WAY OF 
COMING TO A TRUE, CONSTANT STRENGTH 
AND ESTABLISHMENT IN THE CHRISTIAN 
LIFE- 


39 


LUTHER's HYMN; 
With the Original, and Latin Verſion, 
| I | 


Is not a hard, too high an aim, 
Secure, thy part in CHRIST to claim ;, 

The ſenſual inſtinct to controul, 

And warm with purer fires the ſoul. 


NATURE will raiſe up all her ſtriſe, 
Foe to the fleſh-abaſing life, 

Loth in a SAvIiouR's death to ſhare ;; 
Her daily croſs compell'd to bear. 


But GRAcE omnipotent—at length. 
Shall arm the Saint with faving ſtrength; 
Thro' the ſharp war with aids attend, 
And his long conflict ſweetly end. 
| 1. 
Es ift nicht ſchwer ein CHRIST zu ſeyn, 
Und nach dem firs det reinin geiftes leben. 
Zwarder Natur geht es gar [ater ren, 
Sich immerder in CHRISTI fed zu geben. 
Dach fubrt die gnade ſelb/t xu aller zeit 
Den ſchweren ſtrett, 


——_— 


Non eſt dificilis res, veri nominis eſſe 
 Chrifticalam, & puro-flamin2 ſponte regi. 
Et quamvis fit naturz durum atque moleſtum,, 
Perpetuo in CHRIST cuncta referre necem ;: 
Larga tamen Servatoris victrixque potentis 
Gratia certamen diri git uſque grave. 


3. 


30 LUTHER's HYMN. 
II. 

Act but the Infant's gentle part, 

Give up to love thy willing heart; 


No fondeſt parent's melting breaſt, 
Vearns like thy Gop's to make thee bleſt. 


Taught its dear mother ſoon to know, 
The ſimpleſt babe its love can ſhow ; 
Bid baſhful, ſervile fear retire : 

'I he taſk no labour will require. 


— 
. — — — — — — <= 


IT. 
Da darfjt ja nur ein Kindlein ſcyn, 
Du darfit ja nur die leichte liebe iiben, 
O blider geiſt, ſchau dach, wie gut ers mein; 
Das, Aleinſte kind kann ja die Mutter liben - -- 
Drum flirchte dich nu ferner nicht 7 ſehr, 
Es ift nicht ſchwer. 
IT. _—_ - 
Tantum te ſiſtas infantis more tenelli 
Cui facile eſt caram matrem adamare ſuam. * 
Hunc facilem præſtes, anima imbecillis amorem |! 
Crede, pater tibi quod ſit bonus atque favens. 
Pone metum nimium ſeruumque expelle timorem, 
Et res difficilis non erit illa tibi. 
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III. 
The SOVEREIGN FATHER, good and kind, 
Wants but to have his child reſign'd; 


Wants but thy yielded heart—no more, 
With his rich gifts of grace to ſtore. 


He to thy ſoul no anguiſh brings, 

From thine own ſtubborn Mill it ſprings; 
That foe but crucify, thy bane, | 
Nought ſhalt thou know of frowns, nor pain, 


— —— 


—— 


III. 

Dein Vater fordet nur das hertz, 
Daſs er es ſellſt mit reiner gnade fiille, 

Der fromme Gott macht dir gar feinen ſchmertz, 
Die unluſt ſchafft in dir dein eigner Wille, 

Drum übergib ibn willig in den tod, 

So hats nicht noth. 

III. 

Expoſit tantum mentem Pater æquus, ut illam 

Replere ipſius gratia pura queat. 
Non placet huicce patri te ullo cruciari dolore: 

Arbitrium proptium tædia quæque parit. 
Ergo lubens id quotidie ſine morte necari, 

Sic mentem anxietas non premet ulla tuam. 
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51 Erwerbe nur Zu glauben deinen fun, 


32 LUTHER's HYMN. 


VI. 

Shake from thy foul, .o'crwhelm'sd, depreſt, 
Th' incur bring load that galls its reſt, 
That waſtes her ſtrength in bondage, vain 
With courage break th* enſlaving chain. 


Let Faith exert its conqu'ring power; 
Say, in thy fearing, trembling hour, 

« Father ! thy pitying help unpart'— 
* Tis done—a ſigh can reach was heart. 


uk — <a —— — 


IV. 
Miif nur getroft den kunmer hin, 
Der nur, dein b:rtz vergeblich {chit und Mlatet, 


_— — 


* 


Menn furdht und weh dein felwaches hertze nazet ; © 
2 Vater, ſebau mein . CN 1 i, ” 


Jo ifts gethan, + +. 
1 


1 ” 
| Yo | 


Rejice fidenter curas, quæ pungere fruſtra 
Mentem illamque nimis debilitare ſolent. 
Dura tuum pectus i ſollitudo fatigat, 
Tunc modo id ad vivam flectere diſce fidem. 


Dic, Pater ! ad miſerum me, gutes, reſpice 


vermem: 
Tunc res confecta eſt, tum hawks cuncta 
fluent. 
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V. 


Vet, if more earneſt plaints to raiſe,. 
Awhile His ſuccours He delays, 
Tho' His kind hand thou can'ſt not feel, 
The ſmart let lenient: Patience heal. 


Or if corruption's ſtrength prevail, 

And oft' thy pilgrim-footſteps fail; 

Lift, for His grace, thy louder cries: 

So, ſhalt thou, cleans'd and ſtronger, riſe, 


— — —— — 


V. 
Beſitz dein hertz in geduld, 
Wenn du nicht gleich des Vaters hulfe mercbeſi. 
Verſiehhſt du's oft, und fehlſt aus eigner ſchuld, 3 
So fich daſs du dich durch die gnade ftarckeſt : 
So iſt dein fehl und kindliches werſehn, . 
Als nicht geſcbebn. 
. V. 
Sin Pater auxilium differt, patienter & æquo 
Demiſſoque animo hanc ferre memento moram. 
Quando tua culpa multum delinquis & erras, 
Ut te confirmet gratia dia, roga. 
Tunc errata tuus delictaque cuncta remittet, 


Delebitque ſua pro bonitate Pater. 
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| VI. 

If, baply, till thy mental ſhade, 

Deep as the midnight-gloom be made, 

On the ſure, faithful Azxm-Divine, 

Firm, let thy faſt ning truſt recline. 


The gentleſt SIRE, the beſt of friends, 
To thee nor loſs, nor harm intends ; 


Tho' toſt on the moſt boiſt'rous main, 
No wreck thy veſſel ſhall ſuſtain. 


Should there remain of reſcuing grace 
No glimpſe, no ſhadow left to trace ; 
Hear thy Lord's voice | *tis IEsu's will, 
© Believe, thou dark, loft pilgrim ſtill!“ 
VI. 
Laſs nur dein hertz im glauben ruhn, 
Wenn dich wird nacht und finſterniſs bedecken : 
Dein Vater wird nichts ſchlimmes mit dir thun ; - 
Var keinem flurm und wind darſſi du erſchrecken 
Fa, ſichſi du endlich ferner keine ſpur, 
So glaube nur, 


— 


VI. 


Si te nox operit caligoque denſa, recumbat 
Per fidem in arbitrio mens tua preſſa Dei. 

Nil deſignabit damni Pater optimus in te: 
Submerget navem nulla procella tuam. 

Si nulla auxilii cernis veſtigia, JIEsus 
Quod dicit, menti ſubjice : Crede moc's / 
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- VII. 
Then, thy ſad night of terrors paſt, 
Tho' the dread ſeaſon long may laſt; 
Sweet Peace ſhall, from the ſmiling ſkies, 
Like a new dawn before thee riſe. 


Then ſhall thy Faitb's bright grounds appear; 
Its eyes ſhall view Salvation clear. 

Be hence encourag'd more, when try'd 

On the BESTH FATHER to confide. 


O—my too blind, yet nobler part! 

Be mov'd ! be won by theſe, my heart! 
See, of how rich a lot—how bleſt, 
The true Believer ſtands poſſeſt. 


| VII. 
So wird dein licht aufs, neu eniſtehn, 


Und wirft dein heil mit graſſer Hlarheit ſchauen; 
Mas du geglaubt, wirſt du denn vor dir ſebn, 
Drum darſ du nur dem frommen Vater trauen. 
O ſeele, ſich doch, wie ein wahrer CHRIST 


So elig it, 
4 VII. 


Tune iterum tibi lux orietur, notaque valde 
Illuſtrato animo dona ſalutis erunt. 

Jm ſpectas, tua mens quz credidit, ergo ſuturo 
Tempore clementi fidere perge Patri. 

Perpendas etiam, quam felix quamque beata. 
Veri cultoris ſors ſit ubique Dei. 
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VIII. 


Come, backward foul ! to Gop reſign; 
Peace, His beſt bleſſing, ſhall be thine: 
Boldly recumbent on His care, 

Caſt thy felt burden ONLY THERE. 


„*«“„ — —— 


; VIII. 

Auf, auf mein geiſt, was ſaumeſt du! 
Dich deinem GoTT gantz kindlich zu ergeben ? 
Seb in mein hertz, geneuſs die ſiſſe ruh 
Im friede ſolſi du vor dem Vater ſchweben : 

Die forg und laft wirf nur 420 und kin 
Allein auf ibn. 
| ä 
Dic, age, quid ceſſas, mea mens ] te tradere fido 
Clementique Deo, qui bene cuncta facit? 
Donatum in CHRIST ſtudeas retinere quietem, 
Perpetuaque bonum pace frui ante Patrem. 
Rejicias onus & curas audacter in illum ; 
Namque tui curam ſedulus ipſe gerit. 


| FIRST. PART, 
OR | 
PRACTICAL DIRECTION. 


I. The attaining of true Chriſtian peace 

and liberty, eaſy, and to whom. II. Cor- 
rupt nature is not to be overcome by 
the law. III. The ſufficiency of divine 
grace for theſe ends. 


SECTION I. 


The attaining of true Chriſtian peace and. 
liberty, eaſy, and to whom. 


D. I. 


__ *Tis,nota hard, too high an aim, 
Secure, thy part in CHRIST to claim; 
The ſenſual inſtinct to controul, 
And warm with purer fires the ſoul. 


THE paſſage we are upon, treats of 
that Chriſtian life and experience the. 

The way $9/ſpel directs us in, and is 
this i t purely evangelical ; diſtinct 
tained, from every thing that is of a. 
contrary kind and legal. In which reſpects 
it will; to ſome ſorts of * perſons, in the cir- 


cumſtances they are, be impoſſible ; to others 
attended 
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attended with a degree of difficulty ; till at 


length it becomes leſs ſo, or rather what 
may be faid quite agreeable and eaſy. 


Impoſſible. It is 7mpoſſible to all of a 
worldly unregenerate character, while they 
continue indiſpoſed, and. ſet themſelves 
againſt the means of repentance and con-- 
verſion. Nor will it be any better with 

them, whatever ſeeming deſires they put 
on of ſalvation, and partial relinquiſhments 
may be brought to yield to of ſin, that do 
not make a hearty ſurrenderof arr. But 
conceal their hypocriſy, and retain the 
love of, ſome or other, ſecret impurity ; 


reſerved, and cloſely cheriſhed in their 
hearts *, 


Difficult. With others the arriving at 
the ſtate here propoſed will be difficult. 
Who, without ſeeking their help and de- 
liverance from ChRISrH, reſt on convittions 
and a mere knowledge of their guilt and 
miſery by whe law; expecting relief from 
thence, by the exertion alone of their na- 
tural ſtrength and endeavours, and a 

| h variety 


— 


* P/al. xxxii. 2. © Bleſſed is the man unto. 
% whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in 
« whoſe ſpirit there is no guile.“ 
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variety of ſelf-deviſed ways and forms; 
labouring and deſiring to build and eſta- 
bliſh their Faith upon their Works, and 
juſtification and the pardon of ſin upon 
their meaſures of ſanctification. In which 
method of proceeding they will never come 
to any true, any laſting” ſettled peace or 
comfort, and the feelings and enjoyment 
of the divine love; nor get the victory 
over their hoſts of ſpiritual enemies, Satan, 
the World and Sin, in ſuch a manner as 
to have them completely routed, and actu- 
ally brought into real ſubjection *. 


Ea. On the contrary, it becomes 
eaſy and pleaſant to one that is “ born of 
Gop,” and walks in the light of the goſ- 
pel. That by acknowledging all the mea- 
ſure of good he finds in him, is derived 
and freely received from Chalsr, perceives 
the faith that he has wrought in his ſoul, 


* John xv. 5, I am the vine, ye are the 
« branches; he that abideth in ux, and I in him, 
the fame bringeth forth much fruit, for. without 
« [ſevered from] mz, ye can do nothing.” 

1 Ep. John v. 20. We, know that the Son of 
Gop 1s come, and has given us an underſtanding 
« that we may know him that is true, and we are in 
* him that is true, even in his ſon Jesus CHRIST. 
„% 'THISIS THE TRUE GOD AND ETERNAL LIFE.” 
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18 1 with a power and real effi- 
cacy *, ſo that he can experience a ſtrength 
and influence, enabling him in his living 
holy and accepted with Gop. And excited. 
by the ardent affection he bears for his 
SAVIOUR, to © abound in all the fruits 
aof righteouſneſs,” that he may herein 
glorify his HEavenLyY FATHER Þ. 


Of theſe it is the aſſertion is here made, 
that they find no difficulty, by help of the 
divine grace, in conducting themfelvcs; 
agreeably to the dictates of the renewed 


nature, and after the pure will and mind 
of the Sy1RIT. 


— 


* Ezift. to. Philem. ver. 6. That the communi- 
cation of thy faith may become ęfectual by the 
acknowledging of every good thing which is in 
vou in [or. is in, or by] ChuSs-ñ⁵p IEsus.“ 

+ Phil. i. 11. „Being filled with the fruits 
of righteouſneſs which are by Chriſt Jeſus, unto- 
«c- the praiſe and glory of Gop,” © 
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SECTION I. | 


Corrupt Nature is not io be overcome by, the . 
Lew. 1 
Nature will raiſe up all her ſtrife, 
Foe to the fleſh-abaiing life, | 
Loth in a SAviouR's death to ſhare ; 
Her daily croſs eompell'd to bear. 


No change „0 UR natural principle Or 
nature by the old man, by which is 
aw. ſignified our ſinful fleſh, is not 
able and ſufficient, till it is ſubdued and 
brought under the power and government 
of grace , ever to ſurrender itſelf ro the 
death of CHRIST, but remains enſlaved ta 
the reigning powers of depraved and vici- 
ous appetites, dead in ſin, and “ alienated 
from the life of Gop +.” If the law 
* 72 | attempts 


—— CIO >. —— — — — 
* 44. Nature and Ga act, with reſpect to the 
human world, are two oppoſite: principles, ever 
fighting againſt and labouring to ſubdue each 
other. The one belongs to the kingdom of Sin 
and of Satan; the other to the kingdom of righte- _ 
% ouſneſs and of Gop.“ 
9 Rev. Mr. FJ. Andrew's Pref. to Script. 
Doe. of Div. Grace, 2d Edit. 

+ Eph. ii. 1. © You hath he quickened who 
„were dead in treſpaſſes and fins,” in connection 
with ver. 5. Alſo ch. iv. v. 18. Having the un- 
“ derſtanding darkened, being alienated from the 
life of Gov, through the ignorance that is in 
them, -becauſe of the blindneſs of their hearts.“ 
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attempts to-get the better and overcome 
it, it ſhews its ſtrength is every way unfit. 
and unequal to the work ; and the conteſt, 
by its laſhes, is made to encreaſe, and grow 
very heavy and troubleſome; inaſmuch as 
nothing can be ſeen from it but the di- 
vine precepts, with its threatnings and 
curſe, and the wrath and puniſhment due 
hereupon from the ALMIORHTY *. And the 
more diligent we are in applying the Law 
to the terrors of conſcience, the corrupt 
luſt, and natural enmity that is in us, grow 
more ſtirred thereby, and incenſed +. From 
whence the mind, labouring and diſtracted 
with its number of cares and anxieties, can 
produce, from this quarter, nothing help- 
ful or ſalutary for its own ſpiritual quick- 
ning, or for-the glory of Gop 4. . 4 25 
Y 


- 
— 


®* Rom. iv. 15. Becauſe the law worketh. 
« wrath, for where no law is, there is no tranſgreſ- 
% fton.” a | 
''+ Rem. vii. 8. But fin taking occaſion by 
c the commandment, wrought in me all manner of 
„ concupiſcence. For without the law fin was dead.” 

t «© Mortification of fin is not the preſent buſi- 
« neſs of unregenerate men, Gop calls them not 
4 to it as yet. Converſion is their work, &Cc. of 
« the whole eu, not the mortification of this or 
« that particular luſt, When the Jews upon con- 
« viQtion of their fin were pricked in their _ | 

«c 
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By which it will appear the neceſſity 
there is of the aſſiſtance of grace to fix the 
ſoul, in its deſires and thoughts, upon Gop 
and heavenly things; in ſuch manner that 
nature and its prevailing leading propen- 
ſities, may no longer have the aſcendency 
and rule. For the power that grace has 
over nature, is ſuch, and evermore pre- 
valent that, though it encounters many 
hard conflicts and oppoſitions from it, it 
ſhall find in the end, it is made inclined, 
and has the continual deſire to yield itſelf 
into the government and death of CHRIST. 
By which the ſtrength of nature, and of 
evil principles, grow diſabled, and every 
day become more and more enfeebled, and 
wholly unpaired. 


— — — — — _— 


"WP —_— — 


* AQs 11. 37, what does Peter direct them to ? 
does he bid them go and mortify their pride, 
*« malice, &c. ?—No—he knew that was not their 
«« preſent work; but calls them to “ repentance 
1 Pe 
«« and faith in CHRIST“ in general, v. 38. Let 
the ſoul be but thoroughly converted, and then, 
* looking on him they have pierced,“ humiliation 
and mortification will follow. Our Saviour 
„tells us, Matth. vu. 16, what is to be done 
in this caſe; Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
** or hgs of thiſtles ?” © Make the tree good,” 
and then his fruit will be good.“ 
Dr. Owen on the Mortifieation of 
Sin in Believers, page 67-8. 
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| SECTION III. 
T be ſufficiency of divine Grace for theſe ends. 


But Grace omnipotent at length 


Shall arm the ſaint with ſaving ſtrength : 
Thro' the ſharp war with aids attend, 


And his long conflict ſweetly end. 


How done by BY GRACE here is meant, 
Grace. not that eternal, univer- 
ſal love and favour only, of the Father, by 
which he was moved to deliver up his own 
Son to die for mankind; but rather, that 
more ſingular ſpecial mercy, the whole 
fulneſs of Grace, and riches of ſalvation, / 
which he makes thoſe that arc his chil- 
dren, and he has ſet free in CHRIST, poſ- 
ſeſſed of upon believing. Which faith of 
theirs has in its view, and looks to the: 
eternal perfect redemption wrought by the 
Loxp Jzesvs, and his infinite invaluable” 
righteouſneſs that he has acquired, and by 
which he fulfilled and ſatisfied the Law in 
his obedience and ſufferings. From whence 
iſſues free juſtification, and the pardon. of 
all our ſins, joined with that © peace: of 
« Gop, which paſſeth all underſtanding *,” 


and 


— — — ol 


* Phil, iv. 2. 
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and a bleſſed joy and trangrihity of con- 
ſcience. The ſinner now, by a reliance on 
his divine REDEEMER's merits, experiences 
ſuch a full deliverance from the heavy 
burden of his guilt, as makes him live 
no longer in the apprehenſion and dread of 
almighty wrath and puniſhment, the terrors 
of death and judgment, and of final con- 
demnation. So different from it, he is 
emboldened fully to believe Gop is his 
FarHER, ſealed to him by the infallible 

What this witneſs of the Hol SpIRIT; 

produces. that he is adopted, and a child 
of His“. Nay, finds he is poſſeſſed of the 
high honour and privilege to have God 
dwell in him, and to conſider himſelf as 
made the temple and. habitation of the 
whole adorable Trinity. So that he has 
free and ready acceſs, with filial liberty 
and confidence in prayer, as to a gracious 
FaTHER. And from whence he applies to 
him with aſſured perſuaſion to be heard in 
all he aſks, for the ſupply of both ſpiritual 
and temporal wants. And that he ſhall 
ob ain for his divine REepeemer's ſake, 
mercy, and kindneſs, and © no good thing 
will be withheld him,” for time as well as 
eternity. 


* Galat. iv. 6. | Becauſe ye are ſons, Gop hath 
 fent forth the SPIRIT OF HIS SON inte your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father, 
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He knows yet in this condition; while 
in this preſent ſtate, and he is ſojourning 
in the body, he muſt neceſſarily expect to 
meet a viciſſitude of trials, and bear 
with many things. But he refreſhes and 

ſolaces himſelf in the tender boſom, and 
wounds of his dear Lox, where he has 
taken up his reſt, and is honoured in being 
conformed by theſe more to his Saviour's 
image in ſufferings. His conſolations are 
made greater, and his hopes of eternal life 
more exceedingly quickened by the conſi- 
deration that as he is not aſhamed to 
« ſuffer with CRRISTH, he ſhall hereafter 
4 « beglorified with him.” This is what he 
eſteems, and is inſtead to him, of country 
—riches—inheritance—all he has in pur- 
ſuit, and what his whole ſoul is intent and 
ſet upon—from whence he derives his fore- 
taſtes of joy, and waits to have the full 
fruition.— That univerſal, remaining, un- 
ſpeakable glory, that is conferred by 
Cuxisr, upon all that are his, and truly 
believe, comes here comprehended under 
this term of Grace. 


When therefore this, and 


Hoa it con- 


ducts the not the Law, has the aſcen- 
war fare. dency and inward direction in 


the Chriſtian's conflict, all then goes 0 
| 2 WII 
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with him, and as it ought. The ſoul is 
raiſed into, and made receptable from 
thence of a holy compoſure and delight. 
Nor can all the gates of hell, nor deceiv- 
ableneſs of ſin, be able to ſeduce and draw 
it from the enjoyment of that Grace and 
love of Gop, of which it finds it is fo 
ſenſibly and happily poſſeſt. 


In a word, the whole then of the ſpi- 
ritual conflict lies comprehended in this. 


If any one made apprehenſive of his 
miſery, and own naturally depraved heart, 
feels that he deſires nothing the whole 
world has to offer him, with that vehe- 
mency. that he do-s to be ſet free from in, 
and have deliverance out of fo ſad a ſtate; 
ſtirring up and exciting himſelf the ſame 
time to faith, and turning it to the wounds 
of his crucified Saviouk ; he will be made 
ſatisfied by the Holy SeiriT, that thoſe 
vices and offences that now ſo heavily 
burden. his thoughts, in their event and 
iſſue, ſhall not finally hurt him, but are 
already pardoned. And while, by this 
faith he 1s led out, and advances wider 
and farther into. this immenſe field of 
Grace, he feels his ſoul by it more 
- quickened and enflamed. In a view of 

that 


_ — — A Ov — — ww —— een es — 
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| that infinite inexhauſted good laid up for 
him in Cnr1sT, it becomes a powerful 
_ < efficacious Faith *,” he is brought more 
willingly, and with a leſs feeling reluctance 
of ſpirit, to give up and account all 
things „ but loſs compared with the 
- «  excellency of this knowledge of his Sa- 
% vIouR +,” he deſires rather that he may 
look on himſelf as wholly become his 
victim, his property, the captive of his 
love, yea what' is more, his chaſte true 


— 


© WD” — 
- 
o 


| ſpouſe; and to continue in this happy re- 


lation for ever 4. He goes now forth in 
the © ſtrength of the Lorp His Gon,” 
ſecure and bleſt ; ſucceſsfully crowned with 
victory after victory; conquering, and 
going on ſtill to conquer, | 


a 


4 What are the ſpecial aſſiſtances and 
| "ſupports in this ſpiritual warfare, will more 
largely be made appear in the - ſeveral 

parts of the Hymn, that are next to follow. 


| Ver. 6. Ep. to Philem. Philip. iii. 8. 
2 © Every one that is truly CagisT's, doth. as 
« well thirſt heartily, and fincerely endeavours after 


18 66 mortification, conqueſt. over 2 ſancti- 


f fication,” purity, new obedience, ability to do or 
ſuffer any thing for CarisT ; as for pardon of 
„ ſip, and ſalvation from hell.” | 

RE Mr. Rob. Bolton Inſtructiont for right 
2 ; comforting afflicted Conſciences, p. 329. 


-. 


r r 


THE 
SECOND PART, 
„ 


PRACTICAL DIRECTION. 


IV. The child-like ſurrender of the ſoul 
to Gop, the FIRST help in coming to 
Goſpel Liberty. V. The impediments 
to this, FIRST a Slaviſb Fear; with its 
remedies. | 


SECTION IV. 


The child-like ſurrender of the ſoul to Gon, 
the rixsr Help in coming to Goſpel 
Liberty. 8 25 

| D. 2. 
Act but the Infant's gentle part, 
Give up to love thy willing heart; 
No fondeſt parent's melting breaſt, 
Yearns like thy Gop's to make thee bleſt. 


This repre- THE FIRST aſſiſtance there- 
ſented. fore in obtaining an evan- 


gelical walk, and frame of ſpirit, is the 


ſoul's ſimple and filial reſignation of itſelf 
to Gop. Which there are tome things that 
— 8 Prepare 


* 
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prepare and lead to, at the very beginnings 


and entrance upon repentance. For then, 
on the earlieſt liſtening, and firſt yielding 
wto the divine call, there is an inward readi- 
neſs and determination wrought in the 
mind of the penitent, heartily to part with 
all, totally deny himſelf, and patiently 
« and ſubmiſſively to take up the croſs *. 
Yet when by a diſcovery of his loſt condi- 
tion, the perion under this conviction is led 
to the moſt real deſire of delivering him- 
ſelf, and the utmoſt ſtrivings are exerted 
for that end, he nevertheleſs finds he can- 
not obtain his purpoſe by theſe attempts, 
nor derive any ſtrength hereto from the 
law, ſet out in fulleſt evidence before 
him. There is then wanting in him 
to do, and in which he is manifeſtly 
deficient, namely, the learning to be in- 
dued with a filial ſpirit, and converſe 
with Gop in the character and relation of 
the moſt loving, affectionate Hather; caſt- 
ing away all hindrances of fear, and ſur- 
rendering himſelf up with a child-lke con- 
fidence into his whole, perfect care and 
direction. In compaſſing which, eveiy 

endea- 


"0A Matth. xv1. 24. If any one will come after 
« me let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs, 
« and follow me. . | 


oP WY 


— 
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endeavour poſſible ſhould be uſed in get- 
ting clear of three grand obſtacles, that 
will be found to lie very much in his way 
to wit, 1. A flaviſh fear. 2. An inclina- 
tion of working in his own ſtrength ; and, 
3. the oppoſitions of natural Se- Will. 


That are next in order to be treated of. 


— 
— 


SECTION F. 


The Impediments to this, F1RST @ Slaviſh 
Fear; with its remedies, 


Taught its dear mother ſoon to know, 
The ſimpleſt babe its love can ſhow ; 


Bid baſhful, ſervile fear retire : 
'The taſk no labour will require, 


11 A Slaviſh fear of bondage, 
of « flavih and abject frame of ſpi- 
fear. rit, keeps down and prevents 


the ſoul, in arriving to any true ſtrength. 
This evil temper has its foundation in dif- 
fidence and unbelief: from a ſuſpicion 
the almighty, gracious Bzinc, was not 
favourable and kindly diſpoſed to mankind. 
Or when we give into the conceit our guilr 
and corruptions are ſo exceeding black 
and heinous, as deters us from making any 


C 2 approaches 
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approaches to him, and leaves us without 
the hopes we ſhall be able to find his fa- 
your, and do it with acceptance. This 
inclines the ſinner the more to recede, and 
go off farther ſtill from Gop ; till he 
declines and falls back into a mere cove- 
nant of works; in endeavouring to-amend 
all and eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs, 
before ever he can have any apprehenſion 
or willingneſs to approach him with a de- 
gree of confidence. From a conduct like 
this, he immerſ:s in the law, ſinks deeper 
into legal bondage, finds his mind diſtract- 
ed more and more continually with doubts, 
even ſo much, as in the end to caſt away 
and give up all expectations and farther 
attempts. And it cannot poſſibly be any 
otherwiſe; for all real ability and ſuf- 
ficiency of ſtrength in attaining a ſtate of 
holy chriſtian obedience, is only to be had 
from that union enjoyed with Gop, and 
fellowſhip with Jzsvs CHRIST, that the 
ſoul is made partaker of, -in the engrafture 
it enjoys by Faith ; and that adherence to 
him, which we may perceive the branch 
to have with the vine. Whence, from a 
lively knowledge and apprehenſion of ſav- 
ing bleſſings, nouriſhment and vital influ- 
ence, in ſuch a manner are ſenſibly infuſed, 


that earthly and viſible pleaſures grow de- 
ſpiſed, 
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ſpiſed, for the more excellent attracting 
glories to be poſſeſſecl in the Repeemes. 
The beligwing ſoul feels itſelf then elevated 
with the divine love, and defires of ſpi- 
ritual inviſible and eternal bleſſings. In 
obtaining which experience it will be ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould be enabled to approach 
with fulneſs of faith, and take a deep and - 
filial draught of the fountain of heavenly 
Grace and Mercy, provided in a SaviouR. 
All which a laviſh fear not only withholds 
us from, but leaves us, as it were, parched 
and dry withal in our ſouls. 


The remedy To ſet our minds at free- 
of thiss dom 1 this hurtful, ſer- 


vile ſpirit, 4-11 be of great advantage 
to form our conceptions o GOD, not oi 


in the relation he ſtands of FATRHER, 
The mater. but poſſeſſed alſo of all the 
nal mind of tender maternal + affections. 
Go. Andtodrivefromour thoughts 
all the horrid frightful forms of unbelief, 
that would miſrepreſent him as a tyrant, 
of ſavage-like diſpoſition; and as it con- 
tinually purſuing and perſecuting the foul 
with fire and ſword. The above propoſed 
contrary, comforting truth, is repreſented 
for conſideration in innumerable places of 
+ hs the 


T T/ai. Ixvi. 13. As one whom his Morazx 
. comforteth, % will I comfort you.” 
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the ſacred word; as firſt, where the Lox p- 
REDEEMER reveals himfelf in this gracious 
manner *, « But Zion ſaid, The Map hath 
forſaken me, and my LORD [orig. my I- 
nova] hath forgotten me. Can a woman 
forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not 
have compaſhon on the ſon of her womb ? 
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands, &c.” In which words, 
our moſt indulgent Gop and Saviour 
' The mater- Condeſcends not only to com- 

nal. lite pity pare his own to a mother's 

of God. tendereſt compaſſions; but 
declares his affections to his children, 
eſpecially his tempted ones, under he , 
and a feeling of mi- oy lin, to ſurpaſs 
chat of a mother's, by infinitely many 
degrees. | | 

Whoever will then make a right and 
wiſe uſe, and have the benefit of this ex- 
cellent ſupport, muſt yield his entire credit 
to it, and make out the evidence and proof 
to himſelf, that he is intereſted in ſuch a 
relation to Gop, by yielding him a filial 
confidence. For as a poor, left, ſimple 
infant, that has fallen into ſome miſerable 
place of mire and filth, wants the . 

0 


* 


® Iſaiah xlix. 14, 15, 16. 


— 
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of making pure and cleanſing itſelf, but 
haſtens to its mother with all its defile- 
ment; ſenſible ſhe will not drive it from 
her, nor ſuffer it to periſh in its ſo greatly 
wretched, polluted ſtate; in juſt fuck 
way as this, a believer that beholds in 
himſelf the loathſome defilement of fin , 
and has a ſight of himſelf and his natural 
corruption; and felt the prevalent mo- 
tions and ſtirrings of evil deſires; ought 
not, for theſe reaſons, to fly from God, 
but rather, on the contrary, make ſo much 
the more haſte to him, as he ſtands in 
abſolute greater neceſſity of his kindneſs 
and clemency to purity him. He acts a 
fooliſh, moſt inſenſible part, who ſeeks or 
expects cleanſing in any other way. For 
as no one can do this for himſelf, ſo nei- 
ther is there any of the ſons of men can 
do it for him. Nor is there in all Heaven 
and Earth any other expunger and blotter 
out of ſins, that can cancel and eraſe them, 
beſides Jzsus CnrrsT alone. Neither any 
elle that is omnipotent to ſubdue and break. 
the reigning power of them, the World ;, 
and our internal Tempter, that we find 
reigning within us, but the living Gop, If 
therefore the ſinner will not betake him- 
ſelf to the divine pity, and unchangeable 
fidelity of his beneficent ALmicuty GOD 


C 4 AND: 
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AND REDEEMER, before he has, by any 
abilities whatever of his own, made himſelf 
juſtified and holy, he muſt unavoidably 
remain for ever under them, and periſh in 
his impurity. 


Uſe to be But if any ſhould be un- 
| may, quietly dwelling upon a re- 
children, View of thoſe innumerable, 
poſſibly moſt foul tranſgreſ- 
ſions whereby he may have diſpleaſed the 
ALmicaTy, and incurred his anger; let 
him, by every means, learn to turn 
more intenſely to the conſideration, of 
the maternal- like compaſſions of the 
DerTry.—A mother, from her more ſpe- 
cial relenting bowels of nature, feels her- 
ſelf moved to bear and tenderly ſympathiſe 
with the many, even greateſt, infirmities 
of her child, and treat them with a partial, 
patient indulgence. How much ſtronger 

is the argument, when applied to the Aa- 
vENLY PARENT, for HIM to look with 
commiſeration upon thoſe ; when in the 
heavieſt fetters of fin, and captivity of 
death, they cry to him © out of the pit 
in which there is no water “.“ His own 
kind, ready, willing grace, renders m_ 

; mo 


— 
i. 


Zech. ix. 11. 
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moſt freely inclined to ſilence theſe com- 
plaints; and to correct and remove the 
cauſes of them entirely away. | 


Yet ſhould nz really ſeem for a while 
to have left the ſoul, and withdrawn him- 


ſelf; as Zion (in the place above) com- 


plains, The Logp hath forſaken me, and 
« My Loop hath forgotten me; he acts 
but, even in this, agreeably with the 
prudence of the maternal conduct, inaſ- 
much as ſuch trials are of greateſt real pro- 
fir and ſervice; and contribute in many 


| ſpecial inſtances, much more to his people's. 


ſafety and ſecurity. As by it they are taught 
to have a cloſer dependance, by faith, upon 
his grace, when they have loſt their views 
and perception thereof; as alſo the need 
and real occaſion they have to lift up more 
ardently their cries to HIM in prayer; to 
cleave for ever after the faſter to his love; 
in earneſt deſires, and with the greater re- 
verence, fidelity, and abiding conſtancy. 


Thus the gracious everlaſting Pax ENT, 
bears up inceſſantly, and in all caſes, his. 
own children, in his kind boſom thoughts 


and hands; although he conducts them 


often in a very different method than what 
ſenſe ſees or ſuggeſts, or their weak erring 
5 reaſon, 
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reaſon comprehends. Nor is there a more 
ſpeedy effectual way for expelling fears and 
unneceſſary anxieties, than ſingly #hi5s—of 


confiding, and relying upon HM in all we 
do or are, in the filial relation, or as a 
ſon converſes with a father. N 


By this the ſoul paſſes out of legal 
bondage and anguiſh into goſpel liberty, 
and communion ; with fulleſt, pleaſing 
peace and conſolation. 


— > 4 — — — —— 2 < 


g THE 
> THIRD PAN, 
. OR 


PRACTICAL DIRECTION. 


VI. An anxious endeavour of working in- 
our own Strength, the Second Impedi- 
ment. The way to know this, and get 
delivered. VII. A ſtubborn Self-will,. 
a TrirD Impediment; with the means 
to have it broken and ſubdued, as a firſt. 
remedy againſt ſlaviſh- inquietudes. 


SECTION VI. 


An anxious endeavour of working in our own” 
ſtrength, a Second Impediment.. The: 
way to know this, and get delivered. 


9 — 


The SovxREICOWFATHER, good and kind, 
Wants but to have his child reſign'd ; 

Wants but thy yielded heart—no more, 
With his rich gifts of grace to ſtore. 


What this A Second hindrance to the 
15. ſoul's filial regnatien to» 
Gop, is the earneſt deſire it feels of ſeiting 


upon the ſpiritual work in its own ſtrength. 
C. 6 From 


— 
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From a ſecret pride it has of obtaining a 
righteouſneſs by the law; and ſhame, that 
would as it were diſdain to appear before 
the eyes of its MAKER as a naked, alto- 
gether miſerable ſinner ; or be accepted 
upon the account of a righteouſneſs that is 
to be merely imputed : but it would have 
ſomething that can properly have the pre- 
tence of merit, to carry with it as its own 
for this end. By which miſtake, minds 
of this unhappy caſt, fall into a num- 
ber of ſpecious, plauſible, outſide forms, 
works and ſhews of religion, and a courſe 
of laborious mortifications, ſeverities, and 
diſcipline, that at length lead them into 
and end in flat hypocriſy. So that they 
even forſake the right way of life, and 
ate negligent in the great matter of cleanſ- 
ing their hearts from the deceit and abo- 
minable 'pollutions of filthy lurking cor- 
ruptions that lie hid within. Which is 
not the deſign of this place, and would 
lead me too tar from my purpoſe here to 
ſpeak of. | 


This deſire therefore in any of ſelf-work- 
ing, or (as has been ſaid) in his own 
Tue cauſe firength, is cauſed from a flaviſh 
ef this fear in a mind overpreit and 

| dejected with gloomineſs and legal Wo 
tirat 
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that occaſions, in a view of the ſins he 
has committed, a diſtruſt of Gop's fatherly 
mercies : and diſbelief and diffidence in 
thoſe gracious regards he has expreſſed for 
men; by which he 1s urged to ſhun, fly 
from, and ſeek to avoid his preſence, But 
when a perſon thus diſtreſſed with guilt 
ſees, as is eaſy for him in theſe circum- 
ſtances, that there is no way he can be 
able to eſcape Gop's righteous judgment, 
nor reſt, to be deſired, but what is to be 
had and found wholly from his grace; 
that he may attain it in the fulleſt manner, 
he ſuffers himſelf ſo far to be deceived 
and impoſed on, as to think it muſt be 
effected by his own amendment, and the 
reconciltation brought about by his own 
endeavours. Which manner of deceitful 
working lies in this; when any one in the 
uſe and exertion of his natural powers, 
ſo intrudes and mixes them continually 
with the Holy Spirit's methods and ope- 
_ rations, as interferes with and obſtructs his 
filling the ſoul with pure grace. It is 
The auay their conſtant practice in oppoſ- 
it ats., ing all evil and carnal ſug- 
geſtions, to do it by the reſiſtance of their 
own thoughts, efforts and reſolves ; fetch- 
ing their arguments and ſuecours from 
reaſon, to raiſe in themſelves a deteſtation 


of 
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of vice, and love of what is pure and 
good; and would bend and compel the 
will into compliance to forſake the love 
of the world, and to yield and draw it to 


Gop. 


| Nay farther, if they hear of a ſure 

turning hinge and ſtay of hope, in ſecurely 
reſting upon CHRISFH by faith; and the 
aſſurance from Gop's own word of this 
being to be obtained by prayer, this moſt 
ſubtile deſire of /e/f-working ſo ſteals in 
and Joins with it, that bs mind 1s not 
left in a diſpoſition the leaſt quiet and 
paſſive, but ſets upon prayer and reading 
the ſcriptures with impetuoſity and impa- 
- tience, as if it would extort and even 
force the bleſſings out of the very means, 
and awaken and quicken itlelf by its inceſ- 
ſant pains into ſpiritual life. But every 

The hurt One becomes a great loſer by 

it cauſes. ſuch a conduct; many are 
brought into a conceit hereby, and made 
to think that true converſion and goſpel 
holineſs are things abſolutely unattain- 
able and impoſſible. Others, upon ex- 
2 of the inſufficiency of their ſelf. 
wrought faith to give them effectual 
ſtrength, are liable to be ſeduced and 


driven ſuch lengths as to think the doc- 
trines 
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trines of CuRIST's imputed righteouſneſs, 
his all-ſufficient perfect merits, and juſtifi- 
cation © by faith alone, without the works 
of the law *,” are to be accounted erro- 
neous opinions, and hurtful, and caſt 
them, as ſuch, quite away; exciting them- 
ſelves, on the other hand, all they can in 
building upon their own felf-raiſed, un- 
fruitful ſanctification, with the utmoſt 
ardency; whereby they are laid open to 
the many winding bye ways, and decep- 
tions of fin, r 


Again, it is very common with perſons 
I am deſcribing, if they find the pre- 
poſterous way they are proceeding in, will 
not afford them life and comfort, to refuſe 
the reliefs and ſupplies of grace. It is 
certain, it may be too generally obſerved, 
that ſuch are long detained, and kept 
wavering in their progreſs in religion and 
a courſe of practical godlineſs, which is 
made by this wrong and miſtaken means 
very difficult. Yet, if at laſt they become 
more evangelical, the goodneſs of Gop fo 
orders it, that it has a tendency to their 
fuller experience” and confirmation in the 
ſaving truth of CHRIST, and conduces to 
their ſtronger eſtabliſhment in Fair. 


But 


W 


* Rom. iii. 28. 


- — — — — 


the manner has been related, I will lay 


ſoul confirmed and ſtrengthened by placing 


ye be ſaved, in quietneſs and in confidence Hall 


* would not hear,” Exod. iv. 13. Stand till, 


%. \ * * 1 
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- This cha- But that any may be able 


racer de- to know whether his mind has 
{eribed. been employed in working in 


down a deſcription of ſuch a character. 
Fraser, If he has gone about to get his 


his dependance and reliance on his many 
ſtrivings and reſtleſs endeavours; neglect- 
ing a ſtill, quiet meditating upon the di- 
vine word, and being paſſtive rather in 
the work of converſion. 


— 
1 — 


* We often hinder the HoLy Srixir's proceed- 
ings with us, by our own active reſtleſs ſpirit, which 
is the ſenſe of that place, Ja. xxviii. 16, ** He that 
% believeth maketh not haſte” Ci. e. does not run 
before GOD.) — This he has revealed as his will in 
many ſcriptures : Lament. iii. 26. It is good that 
% a man ſhould both hope and quietly wait for the 
« ſalvation of the Lox D.“ Ia. xxx. 7. © There- 
„ fore have I cried concerning this, their ſtrength is 
4 to fit ftill.” And, (verſes 15, 16.) “For thus 
« ſaith the Lox D Gov, in returning and reſt all 


2ͤ 


«« be your ſtrength; and ye would not, But ye ſaid 
«© No; for we wil! fire,” &c. down to the 22d 
verſe. Again, chap. xxviii. 12. To whom he 
« ſaid, This is the reſt awherexwith ye may cauſe the 
« weary to reſt, and this is the refreſhing : yet they 


% and ſee the ſalvation of the Lox D.“ 2 Chron. xx. 
17. Ve ſhall not need to fight in this battle; ſtand 
. n cs 


ye 


Sect. 6. Knowledge of Jesus Cha isr. 65 


SECONDLY, If with arguments drawn 
from the force of reaſon, or thoughts not 
very different, he ſeeks and ſets himſelf 
to oppoſe the power of fin, not taking the 
« ſhield of faith *,” and the neceſſary con- 
ſiderations of the grace of. Gop and the 
REDEEMER'S glory, ſo greatly concerned 


herein. | 
TrrirDpLy, If upon a diſcovery of his 
failings, he yields himſelf up to ſuch de- 
jection , as if he had emptied and made 
bankrupcy of the whole ſtock of Grace. 

| FourTH- 


« ye ſtill, and ſee the ſaluation of the Lord with 
« you.” And in abundance of other places directing 
to this way. 
* Eph. vi. 26. | | 
+1 have had experience a mind like this may be 

relieved, and the ſenſe it frels expreſſed, in ſome ſuch 
way, viz. Oh that I had never finned ! not that I 
% would be leſs obliged to CHR Is r and Grace, but 
© would have been more grateful to love. But 
© Tuo mayſt be glorified as much by my free par- 
don, as thou couldeſt by my inlet obedience.” To 
fin becauſe Grace abounds is deviliſh. To believe, as a 
concerned finner, it does abound, 7s right. | 

Does He ſave, or does HE not ? 

1s His ſacrifice forgot! | 

Did He die that I might live ? 

Then the FATHER muſt forgive. 

My Gop is He who took my fin; 

Bore all my ſtains to make uE clean; 

To gain wy peace felt uy diſtreſi; 
Aud gives ME==ALL HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
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FouRTHLy, If, on doing ſome things he 
thinks good, without taking any notice of 
the ſin and reluctancy attending them, he 
24 his mind with theſe, and accounts 

has qualified and made himſelf fit here- 
by for the reception of Grace. 


All which ſhew, and leave it evident, 
that the attaining to any true chriſtian ex- 
perience muſt be ſought for, in the way of 
a better righteouſneſs, works and practice. 


How deli- Here it may be ſeaſonably 
vered. and properly afked, By what 
means ſhall one get freed from this natu- 
ral evil deſire and condition of working in 
his own ſtrength ? It is in truth the greateſt 
of all myſteries! and what Gop can beſt, 
pay indeed alone muſt, teach every ſoul; 
but, in theſe his dealings with us, his 
HOLY SPIRIT'S influences and operations 
- are very much hindered, interrupted, and 
retarded by ourſelves. | 


Now there are /wo Ways, wherein we 
may learn to come to a total and real ſur- 
render of our ſouls entirely to HIM, that 
he may fill them wholly with his Grace. 


The firſt The rixsr of theſe, is a 
Way. neceſſity of the perſon's being 
2 7 brought 
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brought to confeſs the vanity and impo- 
tence of his own abilities, utterly to per- 
form any thing whatever that 1s good or 
right, but that it is CHRIST who only can 
do all in him. How plain this will be 
made appear is evident, if we take the fol- 
lowing ſteps in proceeding to the know- 
ledge of our natural miſery. 


We are not to ſlop in a ſurvey of mere 
external wickedneſs, and groſs impieties; 
this would lead and betray the Chriftian 
into a courſe directly hypocritical and pha- 
rifaical, and ſet him on a purſuit of affect- 
ed holineſs, and under the entire tuition of 
the law. | x 


Nor 1s it enough to put him on con- 
tending with evil thoughts, and finful in- 
clinations and propenſities ; becauſe from 
this quarter he 1s moſt induced to an anx- 
ious and laboured ſtudy of works. t 


Nor will it be ſufficient neither, to be 
brought into the belief that his mind is 
wholly eſtranged from Gop, ſtrongly at- 
tached to the things of the world, and 
corrupted in its inmoſt ſecret faculties and 
imaginations. For unleſs he ſuffers him- 
ſelf by the knowledge of this to be im- 

pelled, 
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pelled, and carried thereby to faith in 
CHRIST, he is not ſet free and delivered 
from this falſe legal way of works. But 
it frequently happens, a man thus hurried 
into the belief of the chriſtian myſtery, 
not ſimply and in ſincerity, ſets upon 
endeavours of amendment, and ways and 
methods of his own chuſing, and is car- 
ried about in a round of hard external ſer- 
vices, and the conceits of his proud reaſon 
and corrupt nature. Whence it will be 
very fit he ſhoul*! obſerve that it is unbelief, 
which is too buly in canvaſſing the freeneſs 
of Grace in accepting us, and the ſuf- 
ficiency of the Redeemer's merits, that is 
the vicious cauſe and root of all this faulty 
defect in the mind and will. If now we 
in in a reſolve of obtaining faith, our 
experience will ſoon convince us it 1s leaſt 
of all in our own power, and if we could 
effect it of ourſelves, it might too well be 
feared we muſt be forced to be left, and 
continue ſtill under the power and reign of 
our Sins. a „e 


It becomes very apparent then, that it 
is quite agreeable to truth what Cnaisr has 
ſaid, Without me ye can do . 
a | uc 
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John xv. 5, 
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Such he learns by this to look upon, and 
account himſelf, and now it is that Gop 
begins in him his own moſt glorious work“. 
He is become * the weary and heavy 
« Jaden, to whom CHRIST is ſent with 
« reſt ;“ is willing to refreſh him, and 
whom he calls unto himſelf — “ The 
« faint, and him who has no might,” to 
whom he has promiſed “ that he encreaſeth 
« ſtrength 1.“ He leaves himſelf in the 
abyſs of Gop's eternal love, plunges into an 
element, that is become as it were, his own; 
the DIVINE $PIRIT builds and ſets up his 
temple in him, invigorates him with con- 
tinual new ſupplies ; that he may flouriſn 
and bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs 
to his own glorious praiſe. | 


The ſecond When any one then, in 
Way. making the experiment of 
working in his own ſtrength, is brought to a 
wholeſome ſhame of proceeding any longer 

in this falſe, unſate courſe, he not onl 
leaves off ſeeking help from himſelf, and 
| begins 


ro 


— 


* 1 Cor. i. 28-9. Baſe things of the world, and 
things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen; yea, and 
things which are net, to bring to nought things that 
are—that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence,” ?“ 

Matth. xi. 28. 1 Iſaiah xl. 29. 
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begins to admit the Hol SP1R1T freely 
to operate, but finds beſides he 1s more 
eaſtly, gloriouſly, and comfortably led 
by the aſſiſtance of Grace to the attain- 
ing true ſtrength and a progreſs in the 
chriſtian life. He turns with all his endea- 
vours to this light, this glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs IJEsus CHRIST, who ſhines 
in upon his mind, enlightens it with wiſ- 
dom, warms and fills it with love, and 
forcibly draws and carries it to Gop and 
heavenly objects. And this is the other 
way- by which he is reſcued from the dan- 
gerous deceit of relying on his own ſtrength, 
Now he is taught to liſten, and take heed 
to that . more ſure word of prophecy * ;” 
namely, the divine word (and to that alone 
that it may ſhine into his dark foul) till the 

| dawn, and he feels with comfort and 
delight the day-ſtar ariſe in his heart. 
From hence he proceeds: to look further 
ſtill into the glaſs of the Goſpel, and 
there with aſtoniſhment beholds the ex- 
ceeding glories of the Redeemer, the 
whole of that righteouſneſs he has ac- 
quired, and his full rich treaſures of 
ſalvation, © till he become transformed 
into the ſame image of Love, from Glory 
F to 
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- 29 — * _ —— 1 


2 Pet. i. 19. 
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to Glory *. Then “ the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings are truly beautiful 
to him, that publiſheth peace, that bring- 
eth good tidings of good, that publiſheth 
ſalvation, that ſaith unto Sion (and to his 
own ſoul) THy GOD REIGNETH .“ 


From all which it clearly appears, that 
the ſooner any ane confeſſes his nothingneſs, 
his utter impotency and deep depravity, and 
with humility accepts of the free Grace of 
God, the ſooner and eaſier does he get rid 
of the troubleſome employment of Self- 
working, and the coercive power and re- 
quirements of the law. I will not diſallow 
but, by the ſtrength of corruptions, ſome 
may encounter far more difficulties in the 
way than others, chiefly ſuch who are per- 
ſons of parts, and of much reaſoning, and 
are obliged to ſtrive with a great degree 
of pride, or it may be a too lively exceſs 
and levity of ſpirits, Yet it 1s obſervable 
thoſe who have ſuffered the moſt difficulty 
and conflict in their attainment of Goſpel - 
Grace, and were formerly the moſt ſtudious 
and earneſt in the endeavour of works, 
generally penetrate farther afterwards and 
deeper into it. The Apoſtle Paul affords 

a very 


— 


* 2 Cor. iii. 18. + II. li. 7. 
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a very eminent inſtance, if we conſider the 
{ſtate wherein he repreſents the views he 
had of himſelf under the law (Roman, 
Chap. vii.) with his evangelical walk, and 
the clear knowledge he had acquired of the 
fulneſs of the Grace of CHRIST, which he 


expreſſes in his eighth chapter. 
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SECTION VII. 


Self-Will another and Thikp Impediment , 
with the means to have it broken and 


ſubdued, as a remedy againſt flaviſh In- 
 quietudes. 
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He * to thy ſoul no anguiſh brings, 

From thine own ſtubborn Will it ſprings ; 
That Foe but crucify, thy bane, 

Nought ſhalt thou know of frowns, nor pain, 


This flub- N him who lives after the 
bornneſs impulſes of corrupt nature, 
oy. and denies in all things a fit 
obedience to his MAKER, this Self-Fill 
muſt be broke at the very entrance on 
To converſion, Such a Will is here meant, 
which is found attending one who is in a 


legal 


—_ 


1. e. Gov. 
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legal ſtate, and hinders him, ſo as he is leſs | 
free and voluntary in his ſurrender of him- 
ſelf to Gop; and is chiefly accompanied 
Aitended and joined with a working in 
with ſelf- his. own ſtrength ; for while 
working. he is thus active, and labours 
in the reforming his own heart, he pre- 
ſcribes to himſelf ſet paths and rules, and 
the manner and order that he chuſes wherein 
to have the thing effected; deviſing means 
and methods that he thinks muiſt neceſſarily 
be made uſe of, in getting admiſſion into 
the plan he has laid down and adopted of 
real chriſtianity. All the while refuſing 
ſubmiſſion to Gop's order herein, and to 
follow ſimply His way, in making a right 
and wholeſome application of his pure, 
free Grace, for the attaining of this end. 


2 So long then as he holds 
and the indiſpoſed to the breaking and 
contrary mortifying his own Will, it 
advantage. cannot be well with any one; 


for whatever we are led to deſire conform- 


able to the bent of carnal and natural reaſon 
and Will is not ſaving, throws us into diſ- 
compoſure, turns the ſoul from its tranquil 
repoſe on Gob, and draws it aſide from the 


preſcribed way of ſalvation. But if we 


truly and wholly commit it to the wiſe di- 
D rection 
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rection and hands of our nraventy FA. 
THER, it gets a deliverance and freedom 
from all careful ſorrow and fſollicitude, 
Gop then manifeſts a care of it, that is 
truly paternal, leads it by his own won- 
derful counſel, brings the great thing it 
has in purſuit to an excellent iſfue, and at 
length receives it into his ineffable Glory. 


The vari- . Now our Seif-Will makes 
ous appear- its appearances in different 
ances of forms, fo that all the ways in 
Self- WIIIl. which it ſhews itſelf, cannot 
be explained. Upon which account we 
will only conſider the principal and greateſt. 


One fruit and inſtance of 


In 4, a . - 

* ow it appears in the ſeaſon of 
in repen- converſion, when any ſhall 
ren dare to preſcribe to Gop, ho 


is greateſt and beſt, the meaſure of the 
cognizance he takes of ſins, and of his 
divine wrath ; and ſo torments himſelf with 
inquietude and dread, as if the declarations 
he has made of theſe, and rules and meaſures 
he has preſcribed himſelf herein, were not 
ſufficient. There is no doubt, thele are 
the ſentiments of a ſincere heart, employed 
in the ſerious concern and cares of its con- 
verſion and ſalvation. And a better opi- 
nion 
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nion ought to be had of it much, than of 
that ſoft and timid frame of mind, that 
dares not yield to attend upon any deep 
and affecting diſcourſe, founded upon 
Gop's word, that ſets forth the diſpleaſure 


and divine puniſhment due to ſin; and the 


neceſſary ſorrows attending 1 repen- 
tance. Fearing they ſhould be plunged 


into deſpair, or, rather indeed, leſt the old 


Adam, and corrupt nature, ſhould be mov- 
ed and ſuffer any diſturbance. But if you 
conſider the cauſe of this evil, it is nothi 

elſe but a vice of our Se Will, which is 
not diſpoſed to acquieſce in this, viz. that 


Gop knows, beſt of all, the way how we 


may be made better. And how much 


of the bitterneſs of ſin, it is ſalutary and 


advantageous for us to taſte. 


We meet again with other ſeaſons, when 
the trouble we feel on the account of ſin 
is more grievous than we deſire, in which 
times Self-Will again is found, to be leſs 
content of any with its condition. Nay is 


prone to fly out into much impatience, 
murmuring, and even reſentment againſt 
Gop. We ought for this reaſon to be go- 


verned by his conduct in this circum- 
ſtance, whether our ſorrow is felt to be 
greater or leſs ; ſo it is but ſincere and uni- 
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verſal, producing a “ Repentance to ſal- 


vation *,“ and bringing us to a true and 


{ound eſtabliſhed faith in CarisT. 


In juſtife- To this belongs another 
cation. ſpecies of this ſtubborn Will, 
namely, when in the exerciſe of repen- 
tance, there is a proneneſs and deſire to 
experience a larger meaſure of Sant7ifica- 
tion, than the ſenſe of our free Juſtification; 
or we ſo labour to build and eſtabliſh the 
latter upon the former, that a perſon in this 
condition will not adventure to believe, be- 
tore he ſes himſelf delivered, and wholly : 
{et free from ſin, Which has its riſe from 
a reluctance and unwillingneſs to feel the 
inconveniencies that attend the conflicts 
with our corruptions, that ought to be 
ſubmitted to as an inward croſs, and daily 
1 borne, 


— 


2 Cor. vii. 10. 1 

+ It is of uſe here to have a clear knowledge of this 
foundation truth, © Juſtification (/ays Mr. Beart. 
© etern. Law and everlaſt. Geſpel, pa. 94.) is Gon's 
« acceptance of an ungodly „inner, as righteous in 
© his Son,“ Rom. iv. 5. Dr. Ames has the belt and 
ſhorteſt definition I have met with. Tuftification 
js a gracious ientence of Gop, ly which, for the 
« ſake of the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, apprehended 
&« by faith, he abſolves a ſinner from iin and death, 
4 and accounts him righteous unto eternal life.“ Me- 
dul. Theolog. I. 1, c. 27. 


' 


Seft. . Knowledge of Insu Cnnrm. 77 


borne, however heavy, in going thro a 
courſe of repentance ; as well as it proceeds 
from a ſecret pride of finding ſomething of 
ours to bring with us in this heavenly com- 
merce, and an indiſpoſedneſs to be willing, as 
meer beggars, poor and naked, to accept 
of the robe of the Repetmer's righteouſ- 
neſs, as a pure Girr, from the hand of 
Gop, - Not but that in ſuch who are in alk 
reſpects ſincere, this is alſo oftentimes the 
ns : owing to their diſturbances of mind,. 
and the terrors of _ conſcience. Wherefore 
the conſideration becomes neceſſary, - of 
what was before advanced, that there is 
no poſſible - acquiring any true ability for 
the work of converſion, before the being: 
enabled by faith to lay hold of, and appre- 
hend the grace of Gop and CHRIST, and 


the rich and multiplied treaſures of Sal- 
vation laid up in Him. | 


In Privation When upon this, any has 
of Grace, arrived to the condition, to 
be ſatisfied by faith of the divine favour; 
the conſolations felt, after the firſt ſtruggles 
are ended, in repentance, wonderfully cheer 
and refreſh the ſpirit, He then “ taſtes 
and ſees that the Lord is good *.” His 


'D3 love 
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love like a mighty ſtream overflows his 
heart; he ſees in Gop's paternal mind, no- 
thing but his grace, and pardoning of 
ſinners, till one deluge overwhelms him 
after another. But it too often happens 
the mind is apt hereby to faiten and ſettle 
upon this; and places the chriſtian bleſſed- 
nels in fzeing, feeling, taſting, , and the 
fweetneſs of theſe divine ſenſations; and 
takes the evidences of the reality of faith, 
and a good conſcience, to ſtand in che 
perpetual enjoying of theſe. frames.” 80 
that if afterwards the infinite wiſdom ſees 
it to ſuſpend, and withdraw from the 
_ tenſes this ſort of joy, they are ſuddenly 
made wretched, and caſt down, and not 
far off from complaining of being totally 
left and forſaken of Gop ; and want but a 
very little of perſuading themſelves they 
are under judicial hardneks have committed 
the unpardonable ſin againſt the Horx 
GaosT, and are utterly fallen and excluded 
from grace. In which condition this per- 
verſeneſs of the Will takes occaſion again 
of ſhewing itſelf in the indiſpoſedneſs and 
reſiſtance they find in themſelves to believe, 
before they have (as it were) even wreſted 
from Gop thoſe ſweet guſts and taſtes they 
have been formerly ſo tavoured with. But 
herein the Divine BEixo is not uſed to 

| proceed 


. 
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by the rule of human apprehen- 
lions; they muſt learn to adhere to the 
revealed word, and firmly and reſolvedly 
believe Gop 1s propitiouſly inclined, what-- 
ſoever miſery we may have the perception of 
in ourſelves; or combats, it. may be neceſ- 
fary to have, with our ſpiritual. enemies. 
An uninterrupted conſtant experience of 
heavenly joys and refreſhments, being re- 
pugnant to the kingdom of the Cxoss or 
CaxisrT, and contradictory to a ſtate of 
continual conflict; nay would rather be a. 
kind of defect and blemiſh, and hinder the 

ings and exerciſe of faith; in thoſe: 
times wherein Gop leads his children, leaſt 
agreeable to their ways of thinking, thro”. 
dry and, weariſlome deſerts and. various: 
ſeaſons of night and darkneſs. So long 
as any one places his reſt only in the ſenſible. 
feeling of ſpiritual comforts, Gop can 
work nothing with him to a ſalutary effect, 


nor bring him on in that way, determined. 


in his wonderful counſel, through much. 
patience, to larger encreaſe in growth and. 
ripeneſs. It is true the Apoſtle Paul would 
have real chriſtians to “ rejoice always .“ 
But it is every whit of as much advantage 


whether we rejoice from our feeling, and 
79 D 
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derive our joy ſrom that alone, or make 

our Faith the ſole ſupport of it; that under 
every trial and affliction keeps us in the 
firm perſuaſion, Gop is no leſs fayourably 
inclined and diſpoſed to us, whatever con- 
trary appearances they may have, in the 
judgment of reaſon and ſenſe. This laſt 
diſtinction and ſpecies. of joy, is what the 
Apoſtle would have by us underſtood; that 
is of a bleſſed nature, and productive of the 
greateſt efficacy and benefit: for attaining 
which, it imports the chriſtian, upon all 
occaſions to contend, In which ſenſe he 
alſo ſpeaks in that paſſage; ** Caſt not 
away therefore your CONFIDENCE, Which 
« hath great recompence of reward “.“ 


in dn, When | Gop has in ſome 
of temporal manner taught a perſon. this, 
11 he brings him then farther 
acquainted with the nature of true Chri- 
ſtianity, and ſhews him in how many great 
and various inſtances he muſt practiſe the 
duty of ſelf-denial. Sometimes in reference 
to the good things of this world, in what 
was principally dear to him, and he moſt 
cloſely and ſecretly cleaved unto; with- 
drawing him from the former uſe 75 
| | reli 
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* Heb. x. 35. 
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reliſh of creature-enjoyments, in them- 
| ſelves lawful, and changing them into a 
bitter draught, of tempration and per- 
plexity. This method of divine proceed- 
ing none underſtands immediately and at 
firſt; nay, he looks on himſelf hardly 
dealt with, nor is able to apprehend he has 
ſinned, any way, in theſe enjoyments. Here 
ain he quits, and gives up the field to 
his ſtubborn. /elf-will,, nor is conſenting 
it ſhould be ſentenced and ſlain, nor a 
final adieu and ſeparation take place from 
his moſt hidden and darling gratification ;. 
till Gop has made fruſtrate and void all 
his vain attempts, nor yielded to his 
enjoying. any. reſt; before he has delibe- 
rately and ſolidly ſubmitted hig will, and 
made a thorough, ſimple ſurrender of it 
to HIS OWN WILL. ; FOI 


* In ſpiritual But it is a much more bitter 
gifts. and ſharp denial when ſpiritual 
gifts; faith, and hope, and love, are ſo tried 
as, ſeemingly, to be all extinguiſhed. and 
loſt. The beſt and moſt ſerious chriſtians 
are oftentimes inclined to be more delighted 
with gifts than they. are with Gon, and 
to rely on themſelves, and the things 
of this kind in a greater degree than on 
— D. 5; their 
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their pure entire adherency to, and 
union they enjoy wich miM ; where-. 

upon he brings ſuch, to a feeling ſenſe of 
their own wants and emptineſs, that 
they may *© thirſt after mim, as a thirſt 

land “.“ He wills they ſhall be made tho» 
roughly ſenſible of the deficiency of their 
ſpiritual ſtrength ; ſo long as is neceſſary 
to convince them of their utter impotency, 


and inability to do what 1s good, and the 


power and ſtrength ſin has over them ; 


more than was felt and perceived, in the 


firſt exerciſe and ſtruggles of repentance. 


Under which, though they may pray 


much as the apoſtle Paul thrice did at 
paſſing ſuch a grievous trial +, (who it 


was fit, for the ſame reaſons, ſhould be 


buffered in a higher degree, by this temp- 
tation) yet Gop permits them not to 
arrive at ſettled comfort, and tranquillity, 
till they have alike learnt © to glory in 


their infirmities,” and fully acquieſce in 


„the grace of CHRIST alone, eſteeming 
it to be every thing. And by their greateſt 


weakneſſes, bearing teſtimony to the ex- 


ceeding excellency and ſufficiency of its 
power. | ; ov: 


I aſtly, 


* 


+ 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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In creſſis and Laſtly, this perverſeneſs of 
affiitions, the natural Will diſcovers itſelf - 
in a time of — and our feeling of 
the croſs-z eſpecially when more heavy 
and preſſing than ordinary, and our old 
man is ſtirred — by a rougher treatment 
to murmuring and impatience. , In 
which, it is not uſual with Gop to ſpare | 
| him; but to produce hereby ſuch a 
; beneficial iſſue of theſe: trials, as our 
minds may be effectually brought into a 
| full and patient reſignation *®. How VB 
| breaks and ſubdues the will, (chiefly by- 
7 means of croſſes . and - temptations), . the 
example of St. Paul juſt mentioned, and 
the caſe as it is deſcribed of Job, will res - 
preſant to us. 


Way to ger From all Which then it is 

from this. plain, whatever heavineſs and 
wearineſs a chriſtian feels and complains of 
in his mind, is the effect alone of his. 
on will, And that he is only truely - 
happy, that ſimply (as without ſight or 
eyes of his own) follows the ſteps of his 
| SAVIOUR-SHEPHERD z not leading himſelf, . 
but ſubmitting to be led, and ordered by , 

D 6 him. 


S 


Rom. v. 3. 
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him. For no one, no not our own ſelves, 
have that care for our ſalvation as our 
gracious FarHER *. We ſhould therefore 
labour to get ſuch a ſpirit as we meet with 
in JohN ARNDT; « To acqQuigsce i 
« THE DIVINE WILL ALONE, AND CONFORM 
OURSELVES SUITABLY THERETO, WHE- 
THER POOR OR RICH, FOYFUL OR SAD, 
FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, OR WITHOUT 
„ His COMFORTS.” A temper we ſhall at- 
tain when all creature-things are in our 
eſteem as nothing, and Gop and CHRIST 
are AS ALL : as Aſaph witneſſes; „Whom 
& have I in heaven but thee? and there is 


* none in earth that I deſire belides thee, 
„ My fleſh and my heart faileth, but Gon 


cc 
cc 
cc 


js the ſtrength [Heb. rock] of my heart 
and my portion for ever 4.“ 


— 


— 


* Referring all to His paternal care,. 
To wo mcre deap, than to ourſelves, aue are. 


Waller, 


+ A pious divine in Germany: known by his 
Cevotional-writings. 


t Plal. Ixxiii. 25, 26. 
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PRACTICAL DIRECTION. 


VIII. A ſtill and ſettled compoſure,” 2 
. SECOND REMED V, againſt flaviſn legal 


fear, and anxiety. IX. Exertion of Fazth,. 


another additional furtherance of this, 
joined with meditating in the pivine 

_ worD, and Prayer. Bas £6 
SECTION WI. 

A fill and fu! popes 4 SECOND 
Remedy, ' againſt flaviſh- legal fear, and 
anxiety. 25 
v. 4. 


Shake from thy ſoul,” o'erwhelm'd, depreſt, 


Th incumbring load that galls her reſt, 
That waſtes. her ſtrength. in bondage, vain 3 
With. courage break th! enflaving chain. 


Traaquil- 'HIS paſſage under con- 
lity, a fe- ſideration preſents us 
ud beld» with a SE O help, that every 


tion, we ſhould firſt of all turn our 


86, - "The Excellency of the Part IV. 
one muſt put in practice, who deſires and. 
ſeeks in earneſt to have deliverance, . out: 


| 85 a legal into a goſpel ſtate; and aims to 


a lively comfortable ſtrength in his 

Purtot of” the Chriſtian life, This is 
— 1 in a ſtill and tranquil calm of mind, 
Joined with that which follows (in the fifth 
verſe of the hymn) a fixed and ſteady per- 
ſevering Patience, of which Gop ſpeaks , 
in quietneſs and in. confidence ſhall. be. 


your ſtrength.” 


For as in a clear unruffled water, a man 


may behold his own repreſentation, . ſo the 


. DIVINE SPIRIT manifeſts and perfects his 


operations, and makes evident the whole 
councils, power, and will of God, only in 
him, whoſe mind is placid and. at reſt, 
and ceaſes acting and working in his own 


ſtren gth. 


If we. would comeanto this happ condi- 

1 hts 
from every thing, that would fill them Sich 
unquietneſs and diſturbance ; and then in- 
cline and give them up wholely, to what- . 
ſoever has a tendency to appeaſe and N 


This 


—_— - — — — 


. * Iſaiah XXX. IS. q 


our hearts. 


ect. 8. Knowledge of Jaxus Cunter- 3) 


conſiſts in This is obtained when we 
cafting out, | reſolutely caſt away thoſe 
. legal di/ſ= anxieties and griefs, that af- 
tre. fli the conſcience. All dif= 
treſs proceeds from ſin, and the uneaſineſs 
that ariſes from the ſenſe hereof, eſpecially | 
in the views and prehenſion we have 
of it from a ſight of the Lato: for ſince 
from thence no life nor ſtrength is to he 
expected, it - cannot be but, under legal 
be the mind will be aſſaulted and 
pained againſt our wills, with many * 
ſu ggeſtions and inclinations that, 9 
manifold impotency, it is without abili 
to reſtrain and extinguiſh ®. From whic 
inward horrour and anguiſh are excited. 
The ſoul conceives its corruptions and im- 
purities, armed and ſet in array before its. 
face; and grows ſo depreſt ee as 
to ſeem under a neceſſity to yield up the 
victory at laſt, to ſin anc the enemy. 

Io this comes, as an addition, the 10 Els 
with its threatnings, pouring in deeper the 
arrows of divine wrath, and denouncing - 
forth We but | curſes and condemna- 

tion 


n 


* Rom. vii. 6. Bur fin taki 7 — by the 
commandment, wrought in me all manner of con- 
cupiſcence. For without the Law ſin was dead.” 
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tion upon the ſinner; but has a total de- 
ficiency to cleanſe the mind of the miſera. | 
ble tranſgreſſor. His guilt by the com- 
6 mandment, becomes more exceeding ſin- 
'« ful;” convinced in himſelf that he is 


the voluntary ſlave of it, made (neceſſa- 
rily) © carnal and fold under fin*.” 


Nay worſe, “the Law worketh-wrath+.” 
Natural pravity is ſtirred, 2 with, 
rebels and grows enflamed by its require- 
ments, and its exacting ſo rigid a ſanctity, 
 - that he, conſcious of his own debility, plain- 
1 Iy ſees it is not in his power to fulfil. In the 
mean while he finds a diſinclination to go 
back; fears of hell permit him not, and 
dread of divine judgment, that he has learn- 
ed under a deep ſenſe of fin. Hence qe is 
in trouble of ſoul, his countenance is caſt 
down, and viſibly dejected, he becomes 
even weary of life. Moroſe and. unpleaſ- 
ing to all he converſes with, and languid 
and remiſs in attendance, upon his neceſſary 
concerns, and affairs of lite. Andall this 
becauſe he wearies his thoughts with an 
over- anxious ſollicitude, and the hazard he 
apprehends he 1s in about his ſalvation 4. 


Rom. vil. 14. + Rom. iv. 15. 

t Mortification, from a /e/f-frength,. carried on 
by /elf-invention to the end of a ſelf-righteouſue/s, is. 
the ſoul and ſubſtance of all the ſuperſtition and 
falſe religion in the world, 


Oven Mortification of fin, p- . 


| Sect. 8. - Knowledge of Jzsvs Cnrrsr, 89 


le- 

1. Hau delj- + Now if we would look into 
n. verd. the cauſe of all this ſadneſs 
n- and inquietude, it is this: That in contem- 
is plating our wretchedneſs, we let drop. all 


our fortitude, and enter into the difputing 
with our corruptions. And when the temp- 
ter has obtained this power over a diſturb- 
ed mind, he can eaſily fill all its faculties 


h, with his agonies and infernal terrors; theſe 3 
e are properly * the fiery darts of the wicked,” F 
Ys which can no way poſſibly be quenched, 
1- but © by the ſhield of faith *.” They are . 
ge darts, becauſe they hurt the ſoul; and by 

0 reaſon of their cloſe adherance and our own | 
d WW dfollicitude, penetrate fo deep as not to be 7; 


— 
x 


eaſily extricated. And fery darts, becauſe 

they creep, wind, inſinuate themſelves into, 

and waſte and conſume the little ſtrength, 

that with ſo much expence of cares and 

difficulty has been collected; and are 

always attended with ſuch an intenſe degree __ 
of pain, and feelings of ſenſe, by which. 

we may perceive why a ſollicitude of this I 

ſort enervates ſo much, and diſtreſſes + 

mind full (to no purpoſe) with ſuch anxiety. _ 


2 w Q FL 11'0G Mw 


From every concern of this nature, a 
man ought therefore to withdraw himſelf, +: 
1 ö | © : 2 Ms ” be _ | $ 


— 


—_— por oy 
ä a * 


— 


>» 8 N : | & 3 
N a * * Eph. VI. 16. 


0 ſtand partying; 
ar of reaſon, and the conſideration 
2, of their culpabllity or deformity +, The - ! 


_ — Aa 
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Fim the ſpirit, or our bodily frame, ought - 


ble, and | agitation of the ſenſes and 


f Fu r JH r 


\s 
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be ſet free from ſuch uneaſineſs, and en- 


deavour to become poſſeſſed of the or- 


* nament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 


« which is, in the ſight of Gop, of great 


5 price.“ To compaſs which, as ſoon 


as ever we find ourſelves attacked by ſinful 
thoughts, and evil motions, we are imme- 
diately co diſmiſs them. It is not prudent 

ing, and oppoſe them by 


mind is rather to be turned from them, 
and drawn ſilently off, another way, And 


to be carried on with as little hurry as poſ- 


thoughts. In which method the infinuating 
heat and vigour of corruption, will wear 
away and deſtroy itſelf ; for the prevailing 

of fin is weakened and maſtered, 


7 not by revolving over and indulging the 
memory and imagination, but . 
"> «bee 2a 


* 1 Pet. iii. 4. 
1 When way-laid and aſſaulted ne'er, in thonght, 
_, © Stand reaſoning with corruption; tis a /raze. 
Will catch thy :, thy ſafety lies in fp ht. 


ec ( ALAS A. a 4 Loa £94 — 4 A Ws 


Wich eyes glanc'd up in pray'r-ejaculate : 


Weapons, that wilt be found of wondrous proof! 
Sudan Thoughts, p. 149, zd Edit. 
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and burying theſe things in total oblivion, 
Eſpecially. we ſhould be very careful not 
to be thrown into terror and dread, and 
over anxious diftreſs hereupon, from the 
obſervance of our failings, for ſo diffidence 
will gain great power to the diſordering 
of the ſpirit, and pulling down and di. 


veſting it of all its ſtrength. © Who would | 5 


lend any aſſiſtance to a traveller; Who 
having made a ſlip and n 275 lies ſo. - 
bewailing « and lamenting 1 0 | 
plunge 

riſe up again, emerge out of it, and ſt 
forward with a freſh alacrity and chearful- 
neſs on his journey? In very like manner 
it is not right we ſhould deftroy and wear 
out our ſtrength and vigour in ſorrows and 
macerations from our infirmities and falls, 
but rather fo much and ſooner ſhould we 
ſet about to repair our ſpirits, approve - 
ourſelves ſtrong, and without lingering 
and delay betake us the nearer UNTO, 
CuRIs r. „ 


Will not But ſome will be here in- 
this breed clined to think they ſhall be 
feeurity e more eaſily drawn and ſeduced 
by ſuch a: method, into the guilt of grow-- 


eeper in the 1 = 2 to N 5 


ing ſecure and negligent in the concern of 


ſalvation. ö 1 ich temptation ſuch are 
apt 


Ce - — 


92 _ The Excellencyof the Part IV. 
apt to be held back, that from a way of 
legal working, and a perpetual anxious 

frame (in which they are of opinion the 

real ardour and whole buſineſs of the chri. 
ſtian life conſiſts) ought to pals out into 
the ſalutary ſtrife of faith, and a divine 
peace in CHRIST. 


9 To have a right and clear 
* 5 1 een affair, we 
ought to make a right diſtinction - betwixt 
a careleſſneſs about ſalvation; as this bears 
relation either to a legal or evangelical ſtate. 


. Difference In a legal ſtate, a man is not 
. ina legal willing to believe his ſins ate 
Hals. forgiven, unleſs he firſt (accord- 
ing to his notion) finds he is become 


4 entirely holy; which ſanctification he aſſi- 

3 duouſly endeavours to ſtir up in himſelf, 

| by a variety of very painful, and difficult 
r — 


; Tn an . But the evangelicalhy enlight- 

| gelical. ened. chriſtian, lays both his 
N ſins and his good works at his Logrv's 
feet * : neither ſuffers himſelf, by the one or 

the other, to be drawn aſide from that 

LOOT BIO © RIGHT- 


- A 


l That thou remember. them fome claim ' as debt: 
I think it mercy, i thou Wilt forget. 
Dr. Donne; H. Sonnet IX. P · 337 


— 


[> 
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' commiſſions againſt it, or whether they 
| = 
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RIGHTEOUSNESS OF HIS, which is ſimply- . 


and with boldneſs to be apprehended 
BY FAITH, He rejoices that in THIS 
he is moſt completely adorned ; and has 
full perſuaſion that in CHa sr he is ſuffi- 
ciently perfected and ſanctified, ſo as he 
may approach his FaTHER's ſight, and, in 
Hl, receive the tokens of his kindeſt 
acceptance, This introduces him into a 
nearer participation of the hidden treaſures; 


that often overwhelm him with a big 


flood of grace, in a plentiful effuſion out 
of his Saviouk's fulneſs: as an efft& of 


which he is both able, and willingly diſ- 
poſed, to lead a holy life; and become rich 
in good works. Theſe are the genuine 
fruits of righteouſneſs,” which are put 


forth by Car1sT himſelf, as the vine by 
its branches, and that he preſents before 


his FATHER as ſinleſs, irreprehenſible, and 


perfect. 


A carnal 4 From either of the above 
curity ſhewn. caſes it will clearly appear, 
how widely different from them both, 


the condition is of one that lives ſecure, 


and negligent of ſalvation ; for example, 


1. The law is in a manner, as if it were 


wholly. forgot by him; he has no con- 


cern or care about his omiſſions of, or 


-< 
| 
i 
8 
| 
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are ſins or not fins; much leſs to be 
ſo affected by it, as to let conſcience and 
the apprehenſion of divine wrath any 
ways trouble or diſturb him. Nor does 
a ſuſpicion enter his mind whether bj 
may not (perhaps) be a ſtate of ſecurity; 
nor on the other ſide knows not how, 
eaſily, to make a pretence to any ſolid 
ground of comfort. | 


2. He may, poſſibly indeed, aſſume 
fomething of this from the  Redeemer's 
merit; but has never experienced the 
ntance that always preceeds it, —may 
boaſt of faith, but has never obtained 
it, as a gift from Gop, and with the know- | 
led of thoſe conflifts with which true 
faith is conſtantly attended; but is what 
alone he has perſuaded himſelf. into by 
the imagination and dreams ox a mere 
ſelf-deceir. | © 


3. By this, fiftitious kind of faith, 
he turns his obſervation not only from 
infirmities but even reigning fins, imagin- 
ing the favour of Gop and ſalvation con- 
ſiſtent and very attainable with them . 
79 | To 


When a man has conformed his imagination to 
ſuch an apprehenſion of grace and mercy, ma 


1 — 


Sect. 8. Knowledge of Jusus Carisr. os 
True condition To be brief, a man in a 
of a ſecure ſtate of carnal fecurity, has 
perſon. neither any perception of 
law or goſpel, but follows entirely and 
lives after the impulſes of his vicious 
deſires, and has no combat with them by 
the principles of the one or of the other, 
or uſes/any endeavours to abſtain from ſin 
by a conſideration of the divine diſpleaſure, 
nor is moved to the practice of what is 
right by a ſenſe of the divine grace in 
Cagisr JEsus. From which, by conſe- 
quence, he has no underſtanding of the 
pangs that afflict a penitent ſoul, nor of 
their bleſſednefs who have received the 
pardon of their ſins ; —ſome reſemblance 
and conception he may have, but his delight 
is placed in temporary felicities and volup- 
tuous and ſenſual gratifications. Whence it 
is certain he ſtands in need of having his 
eyes not only turned from a view of fins 
and failings, but ro have them directed 
alſo unto CHRIST (as to the brazen ſer- 
pent) that he may derive. healing hkewilſe ;- 
a power of hating ſin and ſerving Go 
in purity of heart; which is what the fol- 
lowing ſection reaches. 


Cl 
— — 
— 


able, without bitterneſs, to ſwallow and di | 
daily ſins; that man 1s at the very brint of © turn- 
ing the grace of Gop into laſciviouſneſs,” 

| Owen, oz Mortific. p. 23. 
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A Ki 


aa -SECTION IX. 


Bag of faith 4 > ne of this, 
' +. Together with e ee and 


Prayer. 


Let Faith exert its conqu'ring power; 
Say, in thy fearing, trembling hour, 
4 Father / thy pitying help impart” — 
| Tis Jones ik can reach His heart. 


n T appertaitls, as a ne- 
tranquillity, ceſſary Part of this 
»c@refting.in tranquillity, that the motions 
Gop and of the ſoul ſhould be directed 
CHRIST- to what has an aptneſs and 
ability to compoſe and quiet it. This is 
W leſs- or other than Irsus CHRIST 
himſelf, with all his myſterious incompre- 
henſible merits and bleſſings of ſalvation. 


Such as is infinite ſatisfaction, his com- 


pletely perfect righteouſneſs, and the in- 
able of the Father that Nx hath 
purchaſed for us and acquired: with the 
fulneſs of Nis divine omnipotence, which 
with a word can appeaſe our diſturbances 
and anguiſhes of conſcience, as eaſily, as 
he made once to ceaſe the ſwollen endan- 

gering billows of the troubled, ſtormy 


wo +» fs, oy „ — — . FA 
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deep *. David underſtood and knew well 
how to convertthis to his advantage, when 
he ſays, Truly my foul waiteth [Heb. 
is filent] upon Gop, from #11 ' cometh 
my ſalvation. +” By this way room is yielded 
for the BLESSED SPIRIT to produce faith 
in the ſoul, kindle up the flame of love, 
and of engrafting hope; fo, as that 
(almoſt without a thought) a believer is 
fortified to oppoſe the inroads and prevalent 
violence of ſin, and a flaviſh dread of the 
divine anger. The paſſing into this beatific 
beautiful light, is brought about and 
wrought, in part, by quiet meditating 
upon ſcripture-truths, eſpecially upon 
goſpel- promiſes; partly by filial,” believ- 
ing prayer. LOL 


By ſeripture Of the former of theſe St. 
meditation. Peter thus expreſſes himſelf. 
„% We have allo a more ſure word of 
„ prophecy , whereunto ye do well that 

| E « ye 


—c 


* Math. viii. 26. + Pfal. Iii. 1. 


t 2 Pet. i. 19. It is meant not the Prophecies only, 
but the whole collected body of ſcriptures. It —_ 
be a uſeful method, more than is preſently thought, 
to go often thro' with the whole contents of the 
chapters of hat book we read, as they are judici- 
oully compriſed at the head of each, in our Uno 

ibles: 
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ye take heed as to a light that ſhineth in 
4 a dark place, until the day dawn and the 
< Day-ſtar * ariſe in one hearts.” To fur- 
ther this, we ſhould not only ſet apart 
fome certain time of every day to medi- 
tate upon the goſpel, but we ſhall find 
it will be of very ſingular benefit if, the firſt 
thing every morning, we commit ſome 
certain promiſes of the word to memory, 
and by working it on the thoughts, engage 
their attention to keep it in remembrance 
all that day; and by frequent recollecting 
upon it, lift up our minds to CHx TS ν and 
learn, as it were, to draw life from his 
wounds. This 1s to be rightly intent 
upon the revealed word, and 1s that irra- 
diation of the mind, that in the place 
above is called the divine ght; from 
which the clear day of illumination, and 
diſplay of the Repzemer's brightneſs, will 
ariſe like the day-ſtar in the ſoul. The 
experience whereof will teach one thos 
exerciſed, that Jenovan-Jzsvs the bleſſed 
EMMANUEL (Gop WITH Us) is nigh and at 
hand; that he leaves not himſelf unwit- 


neſſed 


— 
— 


Bibles: Eſpecially of each of he epiſtles; this would 
give their full matter in one view, and help in the 
eater underſtanding and remembering them, 

 * Meaning Jesvs Cur1sT. 
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neſſed by his glorious goſpel, nor is ſilent, 
« Until the righteouſneſs thereof 


forth as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof 
as a lamp that burneth ;“ and is what is 
meant in ſtirring up ourſelves to believe. 
Not as if we had will or ſufficiency of our 
own to produce this grace: but ſubmitting 
and yielding thus our hearts, for Gop him- 
ſelf to effect and produce it. 


By prayer. If prayer be performed, as 
it ſhould, with perfect compoſedneſs of 
mind, it is not to be conceived (legally) 
of its being ſo much à duty, as the appoint- 
ed <vay to the FATHER, wherein we are ſeck- 
ing to incline and move him to pity and pa- 
ternal ſuccour. That leads and introduces 
the believer into a freedom and cloſer inti- 
macy with Gop; in which he learns to pour 
out his whole ſoul before him, complain 
of all his wants, and proſtrate himſelf 
at his feet, when any thing oppreſſes, and 
is grievous to or diſturbs him. In which 
reſpects, whenever we addreſs ourſelves to 
prayer, a bare utterance of it ought not 
to be eſteemed ſufficient, but we muſt 
open the real feeling perplexities and 
neceſſities of our ſoul, and expoſtulate for 
E 2 ſuch 


—_ — 2 ti Mi. 1 — 


+ Ifa, Lil. 1, 
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Juch time with our heavenly FaTHres, till 
we obtain his ear and conſent to our peti- 
tions. Where, to this « continuance in prayer, 
we are to watch * allo in the ſame with 
thankſgiving :” That as ſoon as help is 
afforded us irom Gon, we with overflow- 
ing hearts may ſhew forth his praiſe. Who- 
ever directs his feet in this path ſhall have 
this grace given to ſce and enjoy ſtill more 
and more of nis ſalvation +. He will in 
this ſchool likewiſe get inſtructed, that 
it is not at all caſons and occaſions neceſ- 
ſary we ſhould make uſe of vocal, verbal 
prayer, but that the Almighty may be call- 
ed upon, and his compaſſions as effectually 
moved towards us, by mental groans, and 
filent aſpirations; fcr © the LorD hears the 
| deſire 


— 


ä 


* Coloſ. iv. 2. This affords an excellent di- 
rection; implying the diligent obſervation of what 
paſſes at any time in our hearts, of doubt or temp- 
tation, as well as caution, direction, affiftance, or 
comfort; that we may be inſtructed, and furniſhed 
with proper matter, what to make our petitions 
againſt, or thankſpivings ver in ſuch things as we 
find to be our ſpecial diiliculties, or ordinary deli- 
verances and helps. 


+ Pal. I. 23. Whoſo offereth praiſe glori- 
feth me, and to him that ordereth his converſation 
[Heb. di/po/erh bis way] aright, will I ſhew the 
alyation of Gop.” 
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deſire of the humble, he prepares their heart, 
and will cauſe his ear to hear *.” This is to 
pray without ceaſing+”, if we continually 
ſet ourſelves as in the divine preſence, with 
ſuch a deſire of ſpirit, and endeavour to 
make it aſcend to him perpetually ; which 
preſerves it from committing numderleſs 
offences, brings it into a nigher, enjoyed 
union with him, and carries 1t onward into, 
ſtill farther and greater, light and power. 


From all which it will be manifeſt, that 

a tranquillity as here repreſented can never 

rove a cauſe in ſeducing any to become 
weary, ſlothful and negligent in the en- 
deavours and care of a chriſtian life; if 
connected with a right improvement of 
the ſuppli:s of grace; and they uſe dili- 
gence, by a ſincere faith, to penetrate and 
get deeply rooted into Enaisr. It does 
not require a little combating, to turn 
away our views from the obſervation of 
guilt and miſery, when the arrows of 
divine wrath are infixed and faſtened in 
the ſoul; whereas in a ſecure perſon is 
implanted a natural depraved tendency 
to lull the conſcience, and ſcarcely admit. 
E 3 for 
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1. + 1 Theſ. v. 17. 
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for a moment the horrour and fear of in- 

fernal puniſhment. Betwixt theſe ex- 

treams, in a middle-way, is placed then 

this tranquillity—between a ſecure and 

careleſs perſon who does nothing; and a 

legal one that is for ever ſetting about all 
he does in his own ſtrength. 


Dun 
F e M3 
f o R 
PRACTICAL DIRECTION. 


X. Patient Waiting, a Tun Remedy 
againſt legal fears. How this is to be 
exerciſed towards Gop. XI. The far- 
ther uſe of Patience as a Remedy; as it 
is to be exerciſed towards our/ebves. 


SECTION X. | 
Patient Waiting, a Thin p Remedy agatuff 


legal fears. How this is ta be exerciſed 
towards Gon, 


v. 5. 

Yet, if more earneſt plaints to raiſe, 
Awhile his ſuccours HE delays; 
Tho his kind hand thou can'ſt not feet, 
The ſmart let lenient Patience heal. 


A durable A Tump and next aſſiſtance 
Patience. comes now to be ſhewn, 


fo the attaining an evangelical life and tem- 
4. Per, 
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per, in our ſtated walk with Gop; and that 
is, a laſting perſevering Patience. Which has 
a double uſe: partly as it has reſpect to Riu, 
and partly as it reſpects ourſelves, with 
reference to our errors and failings. 


7 Gov. With reſpect to Gon, it ſhews 
itſelf in waiting, while tried with delays 
of his fatherly aſſiſtance. In which time that 
we are in theſe fights. and ſtruggles, it is a 
certain, aſſured ſign we ſhall obtain faith, 
and: lively power in our endeavours of 
ſubmiſſive obedience; if, when he ſeems 
to have left us deſtitute of help, we are 
kept in a wazting, patient, expectation of 
his ſuccours and deliverance. In times of 
conflict like this, before we come to have 
the mind well rooted in grace, we muſt 
expect to meet with a variety of changes 
and viciſſitudes. 


Cauſes and One while we have delight. 

occafions of ful ſenſible feelings of EMMa- 

Patience. wvxL's preſence, filling us 
with abundant ſweeteſt conſolation ; and 

erceive the efficacy there is in it, of break- 
ing and weakning the power of fin. 


At another time he withdraws, and ſuf- 


fers us to be left without his former gra- 
cious 
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cious manifeſtations, by which we are 
plunged again into much harder conteſts.— 
Then the Law—then Guilt, ſet on to diſ- 
treſs, to irritate and ſtir us by freſh aſſaults. 


Now nothing is more ſeaſonably uſeful. 
here, than to wait on Gop, for a new ſup- 
ply of ſtrength. And it is no leſs neceſſary, 
too, we preſcribe a patient enduring of theſe 
trials, to ourſelves, than it is for Gop, in 
his own wiſdom, to ſee the neceſſity of de- 
ferring our deliverance. We get nothing 
by imparience, towards the obtaining our re- 
leaſe, but contrarily make the conflict and 
calamity return, doubly more heavy. By this. 
very means we caſt the thoughts into deep 
diſquietude, waſte and enfeeble the ſtrength 
we have already got, and abandon the refuge 
we have in a peaceable tranquillity; yea, 
hinder Gop's working, and induce us to go 
back again for relief, from theſe, to our 
own works; that breed the cauſe of many 
diſtempers, and ſevere diſturbances after- 
wards, and compel us into a neceſſity to 
begin our courſe, all as if it were afreſh. 


It is certain, on the other 


Divine de- 3 f 

lays pre- hand, Gop will infallibly ſend 
duce Pa- us relief, if we will be content 
— to wait the mercy, and has. 


EE given 


* 
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given his moſt holy ſolemn promiſe of his 
audience of our praycrs*; but has mis 
ſufficient, weighty reafons why he does not 
vouchſafe his help, in that preciſe time (or, 
perhaps, way) it is ſought by us. Patience 
in this is the neceſſary grace to lead us by 
thoſe glorious ways appointed in his won- 
derful wiſdom. Theſe are not taught us 
by profperity, while the ſun of divine 
grace and favours is ſenſibly and perpetu- 
ally ſhining; but adverſity, and moſt of 
all, forme inward croſs and temptations, are 
the things that produce Patience t. The 
perverſe, natural ſtubbornneſs of our 
wills are broke, and made weak, and ſub. 
dued by theſe, to an acquieſcence in the 
paternal wirr or God; made yielding and 
indifferent to the obtaining what is either 
of a temporal or ſpiritual kind; ſatisfied 
with the almighty government and provi- 
dence, as beſt and moſt acceptable, whe- 
ther it appoints to us joys or ſorrows. This 
muſt be learned in every conflict faith ſuſ- 
tains, that we may not be thrown into a. 

mazement 


— 


* Matth. vii. 7. Aſk and it Hall be given you; 
ſeek and ye ha find; knock, and it all be open- 
ed unto you.“ 4 

+ Rom. uv. 3- © We glory in zribulation alſo; 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience.” 
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mazement and diſturbances, in ſeaſons of 
temptation; ſince there is no courſe the 
ALMIGHTY takes, more frequently than 
this, with his children. If in theſe times: 
we can ( poſſels our ſouls in patience , 
and cloſely adhere to him without ſeeking, 
to any falſe ſuccours and reliefs, our. trial 
will be made eaſy and tolerable... The 
light of heavenly grace will once more have 
an aſcendancy and revival in the ſoul, and: 
put an end to its affliction. 


And faith, Another reaſon why GOD 
acts by this manner is, to eſtabliſh hereby. 
our Faith; for without faith no ſettled 
confirmed ſtrength or comfort is to be ex- 
pected, or enjoyment had of the rich bleſ- 

of grace in CHRIST. On which ac- 
count Gop, by theſe bidings of his face, 
and delay of "his aſſiſtance, is pleaſed to 
bring the ſoul on ſo firmly to believe, as 
to be hence inſtructed to look in expecta- 
tion for Hi, when it finds itſelf conſtrain- 
ed to live without any perception of di- 
vine love, and ſeems quite deprived: f 
his favour and ſuccour. A double portion - 
of which is after given, for the ſhort ſpace 
in which it was in the want hereof, under 
thele trials. Without the conſtant habit 
E 6 obs 


tt. — — — 


» — 
—— 
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of faith, it would not be in a capacity of 
knowing how to make the uſe and have 
a right enjoyment, of the freely offered 
bleflings of ſalvation; and the; intervening 
notices of grace it the mean time receives: 
as an infant while fick can get no ſtrength 
nor refreſhment from the full breaſt of the 
mother, or the moſt delicious meats. He, 
6n the contrary, who has faith in exerciſe, 
is able to draw joy from his ſorrow, and 


comfort from his temptations; in a firm 
perſuaſion he has, they can take no- 


thing from him “, but he ſhall obtain a 
more glorious iſſue hereby. Whoſoever 
therefore waits in ſuch a patient dependance 
of receiving gracious help, ſhall have a 
confirmation of the truth of what Iſaiah 
writes, „They that wait upon the Lorp 
mall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall mount 
up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run 
and-not be weary, they ſhall walk and not 
faint +.” 


— — — — 
5 


— *— 


* Toh. xi. 40. 
if thou wouldeſt believe, thou ſhouldeſt ſee the 
glory of Gop ?” 


+ Iſai, xl. 31. 


« Said I not unto thee that, 


8 


a 


— 


Sect, 11. Knotoledge of Ixsus ChxIST. ro 


SECTION X. 


The farther uſe of Patience as a remedy ; ar 
it is to be exerciſed towards ourſelves: 


Or if corruption's ſtrength prevail, 

And oft” thy pilgrim- footſteps fail 

Lift, for H:s grace, thy louder cries: | 
So, ſhalt thou, cleans'd and ſtronger, riſe, | 


Patience THE farther uſe we are to- 

towards make of patience, is in 

ourſelves. the exerciſe of it towards our- 
ſelves; which, though equally as neceſſary, 
is not always, in ſome particular circum- 
ſtances, ſo eaſy to be practiſed as may at 
firſt be imagined. F397 

There are two ways Satan has of find- 
ing admittance to a man's deſtruction : 
If he finds any is living careleſs and ſecure, 
then he endeavours, by falſe and deceitful 
comforts, to ſtrengthen and confirm him 
in that pernicious courſe ; perſuading him 
to look on heretical errors and reigning ſins 
. as ſmall and light infirmities; extolling 
the mean while in ſuch magnificent terms 
the divine grace, as if Cha ist was © the 
miniſter of ſin, *? and was poſlible of 


par 


* 


9 » — 


Pn 


» Galat. ii. 17, 


* 
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articipating with his impenitency and 
aA. The infernal 2 finds his 
advantage over one of fuch principles, in 
that he is left without any certain rule 
to judge he is converted, and his heart 
changed; nay, he even dares to defame 
this wholeſome wiſe order Gop has ſettled, 
with the name of hereſy and deception, 
2 the real ſeduction and perdition of 
ouls. 


On the other hand, in one whoſe con- 
ſcience is awakened with a concern to be 
fenſtbly acquainted with his ſin and miſery, 
and is brought to conſcious apprehenſions 
of Gop's puniſhing juſtice, the tempter 
uſes a different fallacy, and inverts his 
method, repreſenting his ſins ſo exceed- 
ingly magnified, as by far to ſurpaſs even 
Curisr's infinite merits; and deters him 
by this in his firſt ſetting out in repen- 
tance, or certainly witholds him from 
believing, and keeps him held in legal 
entanglement and a ſtate of works, under- 
taken in his own meer natural ſtrength. 
Theſe aſſaults of the evil one are too much 
experienced by troubled minds under 
diſturbance by the law“; every infirmity 

is 


| = This caſt is finely repreſented and enlivened by a 
pretave ef the mo admired elegance and W 


- Cc 
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is repreſented by them as deadly fins; and 
if ſlips and fudden miſtakes in conduct 
ſurprize and overtake them, there wants 
but a little to the perſuaſion they have 
utterly loſt all fayour with Gon, that it is 
not pofſible they ſhould attain to any true 
and laſting ſtrength in chriſtianity. By 
this the adverſary ftudies to obtain his 
purpoſe, which is to deter them from the 
refolution of carrying on the conflict,. and, 

| f 1 


. T0" "IIS y * — I_— 


the pious ornament and honour of our church ; as here 
follows. My boſom, O Lord, is a Rebetab's 
« womb, there are twins ſtriving within it, * 
and an Eau; the old man and the zen. ile 
*« I was in the barren ſtate of my unregeneration, 
all was quiet within me; now, this ſtrife is both 
«« troubleſome and painful; fo as nature is ready 
to ſay, if it be fo, why am I thus? But withal, 
O my God, I bleſs thee for this happy unquiet- 
neſs; for I know there is juſt cauſe of comfort in 
theſe inward ſtrugglings. My foul is now. not 
*« unfruitful, and is conceived of a holy feed which 
wreſtles with my natural corruptions. And if 
my £/au have got the ſtart in the priority of time, 
yet my Jacob ſhall follow him hard at the heel, 
© and happily ſupplant him. And though I muſt 
*© nouriſh them both as mine, yet I can, through 
thy grace, imitate thy choice, and ſay with thee, 
© Facob have 1 loved, and Eſau have I hated. 
*« Blefſed Gop ! make thou that word of thine | 
in me, hat the elder hall ferve the younger. 
Excellent Biſhop Hall's Devout Breathings,, 
Meditat, xxxiii. p. 217. 
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in deſpair, deliver themſelves up wholly 
to his power, Now this is the place, and 
this the time for the man to exerciſe pa- 
nence both towards himſelf and his vices, 
and be well aware he caſt not away the 
little faith and fortitude that remains. 


In what ii This patience 7owards our-: 

cage. ſelves conſiſts not in eitimat- 
ing our offences and guilt to be of little 
moment; nor in the ceaſing to reſiſt 
them, and beginning to live after a careleſs 
and negligent manner; but ovght to be 
only taken up as our prelervative from a 
contrary miſtake of yielding to a deſpair 
of the. power and grace of Gop: in uſing 
which, it will be very neceſſary to attend 
to the following cautions. 145 


1. That we give not way to a moroſe- 
neſs of ſpirit, in our inclination of getting 
freed from the remainder of faults and 
finful defects, that may feel grievous to 
us; and in this are to be taken in the 
place of our croſs; until ſuch time as the 
great and good Gop has ordained, the 
happy hour ſhall arrive determined for the 
bringing us into the joyful liberty of his 
children. 


© That 
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2. That we do not grow into a wearineſs 
of theſe conflicts through impatience, nor 
aſpire to the gaining this filial liberty by 
exertion of our own works and ſtrength. 
For it is a moſt dangerous (no leſs than 
vain) thing to have an inclination to get de- 
livered of a - burdened conſcience oy any 
other way than'Cnz1sT and a lively faith; 
and ſeduces us back again into the evil of 
becoming careleſs and ſecure. Niem 

| +: - off 

3. That we ſhould not too much affſict 
and torment ourſelves in dwelling upon 
the ſight of our imperfections, as if this 
had the power of exciting faith, and it 
was not neceſſary for receiving it to have 
our entire dependance upon grace. And 
indeed in this laſt it is the ſtreſs'of our 
ability principally lies, in which we get 
raiſed from imparience and all painful ſol- 
licitudes to a ſtate of true patience towards 
ourſelves, For whoever, in the midſt of 
greateſt difficulties, is enabled to give him- 
lelf up to the grace of Gop, finds in the 
very act his mind poſſeſſed of ſereneſt, 
ſweeteſt peace. 


and impe- Objections which conſcience 
diments, has a mighty power of ſetting | 
| with 


114 The Excellency of the Part v. 


with terror upon the mind, at the time it 
is diſtreſſed and uneaſy with the ſenſe of 
fin, and wiſhing enlargement for the deli- 
vering itſelf up to free grace. The firſt is, 
that he judges himſelf to have offended, 
oftener than he really does; and thinks he 
is unable to determine properly either 
as to the number or bounds of his failings. 
If after a day ſpent not without doing 
many things that are amiſs, he fets upon 
the freſh reſolves of amendment in the 
next; and to keep a more cautious eye 
upon his actions, he is notwithſtanding 
conſtraĩned frequently to find the follow- 
ing day much more grievouſly and unhap- 
pily | paſſed, and his failings to be more 
multiplied and heinous than in that before. 
This goes near depriving him of all his 
ence and reſolution in bearing with 
umſelf againſt his infirmities, from ſtriv- 
ing in a proper manner with them, and 
waiting his help and * deliverance from 
Gop. 


His other objection is from natural in- 
fidelity. Becauſe by his own fault it is 
he has fallen into this ſtate of milery, 
and from hence continues to tranſgreſs, 
he gathers food from this for nouriſhing 
incredulity and diftruft of Gop : render- 


ing 
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ing himſelf hereby more weak, and bur- 
dening his conſcience with heavier in- 
quietude. 

The remedy Againſt theſe two 1 di 

of this. ments to faith, there 1s no 
ſafer relief than for ſouls that are ſerious 
in their deſires of obtaining righteouſneſs 
and ftrength in CHRIST THE SaviouR, 
to caſt themſelves entirely and torally into 
the abyſs of boundleſs grace : for it is moſt 
certainly true what the ſcripture teſtifies, 
that there are no limits ſet to the free 
grace of Gop , or the _ — to it 
of the penitent finner: but all is given, 
without a higher, or (properly) any, con- 
dition. + Wherefore he ought to accept it, 
without any objection, exception, or con- 
ditionality, whatever his unbelief would 
ſuggeſt ; and be thoroughly perſuaded 
there can be no degree or kind of guilt in 
him, ſo great or offenſive, as to withold from 
him, or withdraw, theſe regards of love. 
When our bleſſed Loxp required Peter's 
pardoning his brother ſeventy times ſeven 


every 


— 
6 8 — 


* * — 


* Are thy fins many ? ur has pardons, | _—_ 
His MERCY !—is a Sea without a ſhore. 


+ Iſai. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. Matth. xi. 28. Rom. u. 20. 
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every day, * it is moſt certain Gop Tax 
GRACIOUS FATHER Will forgive innume- 
rable fins and infirmities of his children, 
He has made a compariſon of this kind, 
where after it is ſaid (v. 7.+) Our Gon 
ill abundantly | Heb. multiply to] pardon,“ 
he demonſtrates this in the following verſes 
(8, 9, For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
faith the Lok p: for as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, ſo are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my. thoughts 
than your thoughts” -in which expreſſions, 
aſſuredly, a folid foundation is laid of 
great degrees, and infinitely multiplied in- 
ances of divine pardon. 


| True beart- Whatever makes a part of 
edugſi what. fidelity and uprightnels, 
doubtleſs is neceſſarily required in the 
children of GOD; whereby the foul be- 
comes enabled to acquire more and ſtill 
more of g:od, as on the contrary fide, 
the, highel advantages may be impaired, 
nay, a poſſibility even to be loſt, by our 
unfaithfulneſs and unbelief. But we * 
| 7 
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firſt underſtand what it is to be truly 
faithful in our profeſſion we make of 
chriſtianity : for it diſcovers and approves 
itſelf in ſeveral inſtances. There is a 
faithfulneſs, to be made appear in our 
confeſſion of ſin; by which being influenced 
and directed we are not under the incli- 
nation, wickedly and willingly, to palliate 
and excuſe any luſt and guilt, much leſs to 
retain It, 


There 1s a fidelity and integrity in the 
ſame manner, of heart, in the great buſi- 
neſs and concern likewiſe of believing : 
that we keep a firm and conſtant hold im- 
moveably on Crr1s5T. A faithfulneſs 
alſo in ſanctification, and, in the laſt place, 
in the calamities we paſs through, and 
in all our ſerious and earneſt conflicts. 


Such that deſire therefore to draw 
nigh to Gop and in ſincerity ſerve him, 
yet have not, hitherto, by the law been 
able to obtain ſtrength ſufficient for that 
purpoſe, ought not at firſt to aſpire at 
attaining ſuch fidelity of ſanctification, 
till in a way of contending they have 
learned to gain the victory of faith; on 
which account it is neceſſary for them at 
the preſent, to evidence the whole of 


their 
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their fidelity, by the act and reality of 
their be/reving alone; that one, in theſe 
verſes, has very happily expreſſed, 


The faſter hold my faith on IEs us takes, 
His brighter glory on my ſpirit breaks ; 
If then to heaven J lift exulting hands, 
Love's ſtrongeſt flame my raptur'd ſoul expands; 
Tart Lord! ſhe loves —— and would with zeal 
forego 
A thouſand worlds, love, dear as thine, to know. 


Je treuer ich dich in dem glauben halte, 

Je llärer wird dein licht verklärt. 
8 Und awenn ich denn die froben hände falte, 

Die feel der liebe kraft erfabrt. 
Dann hipfet fre in liebeſtrieb, 
Und hat dich, u Err, inbrinſtig lieb, 
Und gabe dir wol tauſend welten, 
Die treue liebe zu vergelten. 


Quo majore fide mea mens te, CH IST E, prehendit, 
Lucis eo major flamma fit ipſa tuæ. 
Et ſi tunc lætas ad cœlum complico palmas, 
Mens validas vires ſentit amoris ovans. 
Ardenter redamat te, JI xs u, ſponteque mille 
Mundos, pro fido ferret amore tuo. 


It 


It 
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Fidelity de- It 1s on this fidelity, this 

ſeribed. truth, and integrity of faith, 
our fidelity (or faithful walking) in ſancti- 
fication, and under trials, chtefly, and as 
a conſequence of it depends. And often 
it is found, in after experience, that they 
who have had thoughts, they have been 


leaſt poſſeſſed of this, Gop has ſhewn he 


has accounted more really ſuch in his ſight, 
than others that have entertained high opi- 
nion of themſelves, and their own faith- 
fulneſs. Them that plough deep in the 
diſcovery of ſin, have attained to a tender- 
neſs of conſcience, nor can eaſily commit 
thoſe evils with any of that quiet indif- 
ference of mind, that others look upon to 
be mere infirmities, and of little account. 
They ſet before them the polluted condi- 
tion all ſinners are in, whether 
leſs, and think it as mete to accuſe them- 
ſelves of every, even ſmalleſt offence, as 
if they really thought they were the moſt 
unbelieving wretches upon earth. This 
tenderneſs argues a good ſtate, and is the 
way to an evangelical one; with this cau- 
tion taken not to diſturb and confound 
the order Gop has ſettled; by a too for- 
ward will, in ſeeking proofs of fidelity in 
loving and ſuffering, before there has been 
learned in the combats of faith, to embrace 


and 


greater or 
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and have ſure hold of the Lond. Joes, by 
ſincerely bekeving. 


We ſhould, in the laſt place, carefully 
and well obſerve this alſo; that as it is x4 
reſpect to other ſins and infirmities of Gob's 
children, which, as numberleſs, ſo always 
will occur and intervene; in like manner, it 
happens with their faithfulneſs; that becomes 
ſometimes remiſs, and gets intermingled 
with negligence and ſloth : as it does not, at 
all ſeaſons, lie alike open to the influences 
of the REDEEMER's grace, nor is the ſtren 
he has conferred, laid up with that ſuff- 
cient care to an increaſe of holineſs and 
good works, which are the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs. Their ſtrength beſides gets 
weakened, and they meet a relapſe; it 
may be, into ſome ſpiritual — nov 
and unknown to their experience before: 
that ſhould carefully be looked to and 
avoided, 


But if this ſhould happen, it is not ad- 
viſable we lie groveling in the duſt; and 
by lamenting and complaining, render our 
unbelief more obſtinate. But this and all 
other offences muſt be blotted out, and ex- 
piated in the Lams's pure, precious blood. 


And then, it is requiſite to continue his 
courſe 
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courſe with much greater earneſtneſs, and 
a comforting certainty of the reward 
enſured us upon contending. 


Declenſtons Abſolutely voluntary and 

from grace. malicious departures indeed, 
from our MaxeRr, when after actual repen- 
tance, any one returns to the vanities and 
ſinful delights of the world, are it muſt 
be owned, moſt dangerous things“. 


Yet, if even in this manner, any one 
has revolted and backſlidden, and, after 
taking a ſerious reſolution of returning to 
Gor again, is under a vehement grief u 
his fall, and toſſed forward and backward 
through the power of unbelief: Gop has 
moſt certainly wiſe reaſons in ſuffering ſuch 
a one to feel how ſevere ſorrows and obdu- 
racy, his lapſes and defections have brought 
upon him ; but he by no means ought, for 
theſe conſiderations, to deſpair of divine 


mercy +, but rather ſhould remember that 
Fen, his 


— —_—_— —— OE — — 


— — — 


* Often treading hardens the path. 
Bp. Hall's Remed. of Profan. p. 178. 
+ 1n caſes, wherein Gop allows no mercy to be 
ſhewed by man, yet he will take liberty to ſhew 
mercy him/elf,—There 5 no n 1 , 


» 
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his Saviour © has received gifts for men, 
even for the rebellious *.“ For which 
purpoſes the examples of David, and of 
others, are ſo remarkably ſet out in ſcrip- 
ture, From whence we 2 a lively Farrn 
iN CHRIST, and a complete reſignation of 
ourſelves to Gop, and his infinite grace, 
amends and fully ſets to rights every thing, 
Leven our very offences. 


— — — r 


— 2 „ — —c — ? 


fin, or time] that can bind Gop. Invincible me 
will never be conquered, If CHRIST be the phyfi- 
cian, it is no matter of how long continuance the 
diſeaſe be. He is good at all kinds, Cc. and will not 
endure the reproach of diſability to cure any; Some 
diſcaſes are the reproach of other phyſicians, as being 
above their {kill to help; but no conceit more dan- 
gerous, when we are to deal with CRISr. 

: Dr. Sibb's Sonl's Conflict, p. 329, and 325, 

#* Pfal. Ixviii. 18. 
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PRACTICAL DIRECTION. 


XII. Seaſons of Temptation. A night of 
ſpiritual darkneſs and deſertion. Theſe 
deſcribed, XIII. A ſimply-ſincere, and 
ſteadfaſt Farirn, the only remedy in this 
trial. XIV. The advantage, and un- 
avoidable ſucceſs of the above method, 
farther confirmed and exemplified: clo- 
ſing with the myſtery of the kingdom 
of the Croſs. 


SECTION XII. 


Seaſons of Temptation. A night of ſpiritual 
darkneſs and deſertion. Theſe deſcribed, 


v. 6. 

If, haply, ſtill thy mental ſhade 

Deep as the midnight-gloom be made, 

On the ſure, faithful Arm-Divine, 

Firm let thy faſt'ning Truft recline. 

* FOURTH ſupport is here 
3 A adminiſtered for exerciling 
and trials. and keeping up the evange- 

lical life; and this hes in coming to the 
rigut knowledge how to engage in the good 
64 * fight 


by 
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fight of faith, under more difficult ſharp 
encounters and aſſaults. 


Derk temp- The night and darkneſs | 
tations, e- here complained of, is when 
Specially de- Gop withdraws his light from 
Jertions. the ſou], and leaves it without 


any refreſhing ſights of his countenance 


and favour : all appearances of it that were 
once ſo full of love and ſweetneſs, are 
paſſed away, are vaniſhed from it. And 
EMMANUEL's viſits will neither be vouch- 
ſafed us, dr retained. —Then a“ Horror of 
great Darkneſs *” ſeizes upon the mind; 
the ſpirit, as if veiled in clouds and miſts, 
ſits louring in the looks, and fad ; refuſing 
to cleave ta any promiſe of the ſacred word, 
or ſuffering itſelf to admit of any comfort or 
delight. Gop rather is become a terror, 
and to the appearance and eye of ſenſe 
ſeems, wholly to be armed with cruelty, 
Sin's in- ſelt power, and mountains of al- 
mighty wrath, caſt down and overwhelm 
the peaceful reſt of conſcience, and all that 
ſweetneſs, and quict, holy repoſe it once 
enjoyed. And though the poor believer 
Jabours hard to caſt the weight of all his 
burden upon CHRIST, by freſh repeated 
acts of faith, as was his way, before he 
grew thus viſited ; it will not reſt there.— 

Sha 2 After 


* 


- Ges. XV. 132. 


n 
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After a ſmall ſhort interyal—a few hours 
perhaps, moments—his load returns 
with heavier preſſures and violence, rend- 
ing even his inmoſt ſoul. The leaſt and 
Views of Tmalleſt fin of infirmity, that 
fin. in times of former ſerener 
thoughts ſcarcely coſt him much or long 
reflection, or he could preſently and eaſily 
appeaſe and compoſe, drink up as thorns 
and darts, his ſpirits; and pain and gall 
him like a cumberous yoke. If the 
heat of thele temptations continue, they 
leave the ſoul ſo dry, and empty, it per- 
ceives in itſelf no faith, no love, nor any 
thing almoſt, in its apprehenſions, that is 
good or right, but has only the views 
of its deplorable impotency and deep 
corruptions, continually preſenting them- 
Di/quiet of ſelves before it. An joy, 
ming. tranquillity, and peace, it 
heretofore happily poſſeſſed, is utterly 
departed ; or changed into a ſadneſs 
miſerably afflictive. The lips are cloſed, 
and talk no longer of the great and 
gloricus things of Gop, what, in times 
paſt, „ HE has done for his ſoul “.“ 
Exultations are exchanged for heavy dolo- 
rous complaints : and the oftener paſt ſea- 
ſons and enjoyments had with Gop, return 
| F 3 | upon 


_— 


* Plal Ixvi. 16. 


as at. te. 
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upon the memory, they only augment and 
embitter more the ſenſe of their 7015 Let 
a man then apply and exhauſt all the 
ſtrength he has in theſe trials, he emerges 
and comes not out of them by any of theſe 
attempts, but is ſurrounded and (as it were) 
walled in. And fo long as it is the sove- 
REIGN WILL, he ſhould be there encloſed, 

it is his duty to ſuffer, ſubmit to, and en- 
dure whatever is alloted him, in Eis all- 
gractouſly wiſe appointment *, Nay, mat- 
ters arrive ſometimes to that extremity, as 
to be far worſe, and the affliction is en- 
creaſed; while the ſtrength in proportion is 
more diminiſhed; and may come to ſuch a 
paſs, that the ſoul knows not where next 
to tread, nor can diſcern a mark; no, nor 
the leaſt trace of any ſtep, where it may 
ſet its foot, in order to arrive at any help 
and peace; and thinks if that miſerable 
deſerted ſtate was to continue, but one 
day longer, all muſt be at an end, and it 
would be verily plunged into hell itſelf, 
Notwithſtanding, it may happen that it may 
be forced to combat long, with that daily 
fear and trembling deſpondency . N 
this 


4 Haft thou broke riſon, (are, I think, Mr: 
Bolton s ds or did Ne let thee out? 14 
| haſt, afſuredly thou muſt IN again. —Right Way of 
comf. afflic. Conſc. : a! 

+ Match. xv. 21, & %. &c. 


— 
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this kind are every where deſcribed; in 
Job ;—in the Pſalms ;—the writings of the 
Prophets—and St. Paul. Which ſtate is 
the moſt forlorn and deplorable, and hard- 
eſt of all to bear, when the thoughts ſtrive 
and militate, even againſt Gop HIMSsELT *, 
as with an enemy cruelly armed, and op- 


\ poſe 


— 


* Black hour of terrors ! when th' aſſaulted thoughts 
With Satan conflict; and his fiery ſhafts 
Cur1sT's trembling ſoldier roil, in hell-bred fray. 
By ſuff ring Patience—by Beliefs try'd ſhield 
Beſt warded, and the might of conq'ring Pray'r : 
Sharp warfare ! to my faith Gs Lo, 

Sunday Thoughts, P. Il. page 92, 2d Edit. 


*Trs Satan prints them there—T know 

T he hand conceal d, the ſubtle foe : 
Unſeen he mingles with my breath, 

And whiſpers -ab the awords of death l 


Save me, dear Gop | dear Father, /ave! 
See how they make thy child their flave. 
In mine, thine own wiſhonour ſee ; 
For, thro' theſe auoundi they ſtrike at THER. 


Save me, dear God, ts thee 1 fly, 

My panting foul they tear ; 

Or let me—at thy footftool die, 
For there is MERCY there! 


See theſe well repreſented, with their reliefs in Dr, 
Horneck's crucif. Je. p. 214-15. Luther much 
complains of theſe ap which he calls cola- 
phum Satang. And our good and great Divine, the 
excellent Mr. Rob. Bolton — that he names C Clar tc 
Lives, p. 490) © Horribilia de deo, terribilia de 
4% ſide: ' that, when hated and reſiſted, may be 

| F 4 Satau s 
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poſe him with impatience, reſentment, 
enmity, nay, and (what is lite) reproach 
itfelf ; and this, at the ſame time, that the 
mind 1s groaning and ſtruggling with its 
hard condition. 'n | 


po CTY 
„ * —_— — 
* 
P 


SECTION XIII. 


A fſimply-fincere and ſteadfaſt Faith, the only 
| Remedy in this trial, 


The gentleft s1Rx, the beſt of friends, 
To thee nor loſs, nor harm intends ; 
Tho? toſt on the moſt boiſt'rous main, 
No wreck thy veſſel ſhall ſuſtain, 


Ways, HE manner in which 
2 * the great and bleſſed 
Alen in So conducts himſelf, with 
rempla- reſpect to perſons in theſe 
tions. moſt afflicted circumſtances, 


WC 


JI i. Ah. Mo. — — 


Satan's ſins, but not ours. The words of an able 
miniſter to a fellow eceleſiaſtic under theſe tempta- 
tions, are as obſervable, as, they were ound, true: 
« Act faith in CRRIST, perſiſt in every dut ray 
„ preach—&c. And ele ee esd 
„as they intruded without your invitation, ſo W. 
* they be gone without your obſervance ; and you 
* will as much wonder how you came to be freed, as 
* you are now aſtoniſhed and terrified by them.” 
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we may plainly perceive by what we 
learn from our Saviour's proceeding 
with the woman of Canaan in the recital 
of her hiſtory * Our Lord, while ſhe 
related her melancholy diſtreſs, with a 
great deal of importunity and vehe- 
mency, at the beginning, was © wholly 
filent +.” The ſame method the Al- 
MIGHTY takes in a time of ſpiritual night 
and darkneſs, and the ſtorms and tempeſts 
of deſertion affright and ſhake us. The 
mind is not able and permitted to have 
a perception of his preſence with us, it 
taſtes not any return of comfort; although 
many prayers are addreſſed to nim, there 
are no ſenlible anſwers received. If the 
calamity and grievance is opened and 
ſpread before him, he (to apprehenſion). 
hears not. Whatever much ſtriving and 
labour is uſed, it ſeems all to be done 
and attempted in vain; no eaſe, no help 
or deliverance is felt. Nor does HE ſuffer 
himſelf to be found in his word—After 
repeated. reading and meditating over the 
moſt divine truths, the mind remains as 
thirſty and deſtitute of all conſolation as 
ever. The moſt ſignal cordial promiſes are, 

F 5 | to 
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Matth. xv. 21, & ſeq, Þ+ v. 23. 
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to adoul thus ſhut up, but as ſealed riddles; 
and that I may ſum up all, Gop ſeems to 
have totally departed, to have abandoned 
and gone out of his former habitation 
and temple; to be like one fallen into 
a deep ſleep, nay—even (as in a manner) 
dead. It was from the hidings of his 
face in ſuch a way that thoſe bitter com- 
plaints of David“ were excited, © Will 
the Loxp caſt off for ever, and will he 
be favourable no more?“ ! Is his mercy 
clean gone for ever? doth his promiſe fail 
for evermore? Hath Gop forgotten to 
be gracious ? hath he in anger ſhut up 
his tender mercies ? Selah +.” It is ſure 
for kindeſt and beſt ends Gop ſometimes 
Stews, may appear to have become 
hard to- more unrelenting to theſe 
ward; us. complaints; as our Lorp 
called the Canaanite-woman, when {ſhe 
urgently ſupplicated him, a dog 4,“ un- 
worthy of his regard or help. And in 
a like fort the ALlMICHTVY acts with a 
troubled ſoul, while in his dealings, to an 


eye 


P AM. IAA I ee vn tines. Den. AMS. ite es. 


Matth. xv. 26. 
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eye of ſenſe, he ſhews/as if he was become 


{till more formidable, terrible, and almoſt 
inexorable, and as if he were preparing 


not to ſuccour, but to deſtroy, - not to 


reſcue, but to bring to death, nay, to ſink 
into eternal puniſhment and ruin. From 
hence proceed ſuch cries, „ am counted 
with them that go down into the pit, ] am 
as a man that hath no ſtrength—Thy wrath 
lieth hard upon me, and J am afflicted with 
all thy waves. Selab. -I am ſhut up, and I 
cannot come forth Thy fierce wrath goeth 
over me, thy terrors have cut me off . 
But how much ſoever it may be the 
caſe,” this remains a certain truth; 


The qendleſt sinn, the beſt of friends, 
To thee nor loſs, nor harm intends; 
Tho' toſt on the moſt boiſt'rous main, 
No wreck thy veſſel ſhall ſuſtain, 


The compaſſionately dur BEING 
has certainly a moſt. gracious wiſe intention 
in proceeding by theſe methods. He is 
wonderful in his decrees + and the con- 
ducting of jr diſpenſations, that human 

| 76 7 ſenſe 


— r 


* P/alm Ixxxviii. 4, 7, 8, 16. 

+ 1/ai,, xxviii. 29. This alſo cometh from the 
LORD or HOSTS, Which is wonderful in counſal 
and excellent in working.” 
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tenſe and wiſdom may be baffled, ſtumbled 
and diſpleaſed hereby. But he makes 
them to conclude and terminate in a ſalu- 
tary, proſperaus iſſue; that no one better 
underſtands than he Who has experiment- 
ally paſſed through theſe labyrinths, and 
patiently expected their end. 


Add beſides, that although the burden 
ſeems the moſt intolerable, Gop doth not 
lay it on more heavily than his creature's 
ſtrength can bear; nor ever ſuffers it 
to increaſe beyond what he can ſuſtain. 
Yea more, when he ſends calamities and 
temptations, he has ordained already their 
event; that no one ſhall be permitted to 
happen to any of his children further, 
than helps and deliverances ſhall be as 
ſure to be obtained. For all which 
reaſons there is no better courſe in ſuch 
a ſtate of things than a fixed ruſt; and 
whole, entire STRIFE OF FAITH—{(in other 
words,) ſimply, and in integrity, ro BE 
LIEVE. | 


—— 
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* 1 Cor. x. 13. There hath no temptation 
taken you, but ſuch as is common to man: but Gop 
is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able ; but will, with the temptation, 
alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able 1 
bear it. . 
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25 SECTION XIV. 


The e ae e and fe ſucceſs of the 
above conduct, farther confirmed, and ex- 
emplified ; cloling, with the myſtery of 
the * of the croſs. 


Should there remain of reſcuing; grace 

No glimpſe, no footſtep left to trace; 

Hear thy LokÞy's voice! 'tis IESU's will, 
6 BELIEVE thou age dark pilgrim, fill. 


PHE faith that muſt ſuſtain and deliver 
the chriſtian in ſuch a fight of hard 
temptation, is not of a weak and feeble 
child's that is willing to comprehend no- 
thing, that doth not come within the com- 
paſs of his fight and feeling, and fo will 
| eiche expect or truſt any thing beyond 
what his ſenſes diſcern. But in theſe 
trials, it is proper when there are none 
of theſe perceptions of ſenſe, to rely on 
the ſuccours and aſſiſtance of grace. He 
who has learned nothing beſides in this 
ſacred ſchool than a reſolute per/iſting to 
BELIEVE, When fight has not one object; 
that has come to the underſtanding of this. 
truth, and is deſirous to make the proper 
pratice and Pe. z Juch a one is. 


3 1883 
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pronounced by CRS, to be unqueſtion- 
ably, before others, bleſſed; in thoſe 
words, „ bleſſed are they that have not 
ſeen and yet have believed *. Yea it is 
neceſſary in a caſe of trial like this, to 
believe againſt ſenſe, that faith may appre- 
hend and take firm hold of CHRIST, of 
heaven and bleſſedneſs, when nothing be- 
ſides hell only, death and ſin and ſatan, 
is ſtirring in the conſcience. Paul knew 
this happy art, and comprehended well the 
practiſing of it, when he wrote, by honour 
and diſhonour ; by evil report and good 
report; as deceivers and yet true,—as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, 
and behold we live; as chaſtened, and 
not killed, —as forrowful, yet always re- 
Joicing z as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 
things +.” And again,—< Therefore I 
take pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, 
in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes 
for CurisT's ſake: for when I am weak, 
then am I ſtrong :“ which is, to ſay in 
little; © If I will conſider, oxly by what 
I ſee and feel, I at preſent labour, out- 
wardly, with affliction ; and am filled, in- 

| ER wardly, 
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* John xx. 9. 2 Cor. vi. 8, 9, 10. 
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wardly, with torment, grief, reproach, 
weakneſs, diſtreſs, adverſity, pain and 
death. But by faith, I am aſſiſted to 
behold things inviſible ; all which I ſurely 
_ * CHari1sT : and obtain conſolation, 
oy, ſafe-guard, courage, honour, glory, 
1% ya: eternal lte; and this gt — 
a valour and a ſtrength to my mind, that 
I find to be inſuperable and invincible.” 


The grace On this doctrine of faith, 

of faith. and different degrees of it, 
St. John has founded the ſeveral ages and 
growths in the conditions of believers, 
concerning which he writes * : on purpoſe 
for thoſe that would advance and increaſe 
in this grace, to endeavour to grow ſtrong . 
herein. | 


State of lit- To the little children he 
tle children writes, that . their fins are for- 
in faith. given them .;“ for this is of 
utmoſt moment of all unto them; for if they 
are in want of a perſuaſion of divine love, 
they think the whole 1s loſt ; heaven and 
happineſs for ever ſhut from them, and 
themſelves deſerted and empty of all 
grace. 


PIES _ 
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* x Ep. John ii. 12, 13, 14. f v. 12. 
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ow Therefore the apoſtle adds, ye 
ave known the FarHER : becauſe from 
the honey and milk,—the ſweetneſs and 
nouriſhment of that paternal relation, 
they fetch in all their ſolace and delight. 
But they have not the mean time been 
rightly, experimentally acquainted with 
the nature and character of their ſpiritual 
adverſary ; fo that if from this quarter he 
in the leaſt begins his attack, and to 
wage new war by any of his temptations, 
they are ſo much affrighted, that all en- 
joyment of former perceived love, and 
conſolations from the Faruk, are oblite- 
rated, and as it were forgotten. 


On the other ſide, they 
who are the young men, have 
overcome the wicked-one C. They have 
learned this knowledge; when in temp- 
tations, Gop hides his face and they have 
been aſſaulted and harraſſed from the 
curſes of the law, and the ſuggeſtions, 
and threatnings of the evil ſpirit, they 
have fled to the divine promiſes for relief, 
laid hold of them by faith; unacquainted 
(even) as they were, with the — of 

| their 


Young men. 


— 


1 . 13. + v. 14. 
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their trials and cauſes of divine deſertion, 
and by making uſe of that alone invincible 
ſhield, have brought under the enemy; 
learned to give no place to him or his ter- 
rours, and by BELIEVING, to quench all 
his fiery darts in the Repeemer's blood, 
In the going through which encounter, 
they have gained the experience not to 
lend an ear to the ſeducing adverſary, in 
drawing and enticing them into worldly 
vanities, . or the inſinuations of ſenſual li- 
berty, and carnal ſecurity. Which would 
prove ſo much a means of weakening their 
faith, that no comfort, nor promiſe. of 
ſcripture, would have power to take 
ſſeſſion and gain root in the foul, There» 
ore, „ theſe are flrong, and the word of 
GoD abideth in them,” by which they 
turn not to the right-hand or the left, out 
of this ſafe and holy way. ; 


Fab, But the fathers, they * that 
1: +, dave known bim that is from 
the beginning namely, in frequent 
exerciſes and deep- tried experience: that 
for a long time, and a courſe of many 
difficult temptations, day after day, have 

ä N not- 
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notwithſtanding been enabled to abide 
with In: theſe, after every ſuch trial 


has been over, have had ſtrongeſt, even 


Equivalent to, palpable evidence, that 


under the croſs, the ALmicnTy hath not 


changed; nor altered his mind to them, 
but continued the ſame, he uſed to appear 
in their brighter ſeaſons, with no leſs 


peculiar love and faithfulneſs. 'Yea is 


the very ſame that was the Gop of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and at this very 


day, as able to lead and conduct them 


that are his, equally as ſafely, rightly and 
loriouſly. With this perſuaſion they have 
n accuſtomed, indifferently to var» 
of ſorrow and joy, light and darkneſs, 


ſo they may be but aſſiſted patiently 


to acquieſce in his bleſſed will and govern- 
ment; aſſured he can be no otherways 
than propitiouſly inclined, and that all 
things work out together, and prepare 
the way to a reſplendant crown. Satisfied 
the time will certainly come, when they 
ſhall reap a joyful harveſt after all their 
ſufferings : from which cauſe they believe; 
although they may be without any preſent 
perception, or be favoured with the im- 
mediate ſenſe or views of any 9 
They have crucified, and given to de 

all ſelf-will, and are made perfectly con- 
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tent, by ſurrendering all up into the 
faithful hands, and vill, and providence 
of Gop. | 


How to Now if we 3 as 

grow in is very fit, make a pro- 

Jen, greſs * increaſe in fich, 
we muſt endeavour above all to get an 
underſtanding, and inſight into the my- 
ſtery of the kingdom, of the ReperMER'S 
croſs; a knowledge that will be of infinite 
benefit. This, in the eyes of the naturally 
carnal, and ungodly, is altogether fooliſp- 
neſs *: and even with the children of Gop, 
many occaſions happen herein, that their 
reaſon is not ſufficient to apprehend, and 
they know not how to reconcile, with their 
former experiences, or the inſpired word. 


It is upon this account, we ſhould be 
diligently careful to get firmly grounded 
in the following truths, and to attain 
lively experience and right convictions of 


them, 
The MYSTERY of 
The Kincpom of the Cross. 
| 1. With- 


* 1 Cor. i. 18. For the preaching of the croſs 
fr to them that periſh fooliſhneſs, but unto us tba 
are /aved, it is the power of Gov. 
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1. Without a croſs, and affliftion, no 


man has a poſſibility to be, or can con- 
tinue a real chriſtian “. 


2. The advantage and bleſſing of af- 
fliction are ſo great we ought to eſteem 
ourſelves unworthy thereof; and if the 
ALMIGHTY thinks us deſerving of it, we 
7 10 abundantly to rejoice and praiſe 

m, 


3. Inward temptations and trials of 
faith, although affecting us with heavy 
and harder preſſure than outward troubles, 
are of much greater benefit; in amending, 
purifying and preparing us for a higher, 
unſeen} and exalted ſtate of glory. | 


4. That croſs, that ſelf and our own 
nature chuſeth, is not that, of which Gop 
approves; but ſuch, as aſſaults ſome 
darling pleaſure, and directs the affliction 
from that quarter as ſhall be found moſt 
troubleſome to us. For which caules 
it is @ true croſs, put on by HIMSELF. 


5. Theſe conflicting and adverſe things, 
were it ſo they ſhould continue R. 
Re 0 = 


— 


—_— 
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* Luke xiv. 27. Whoſoever doth not bear his eroſs 
4nd come after me cannot be my diſciple. 
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death, have their reſpites, and intervals 
of happier hours; nay, as they increaſe, 
the believer's ſtrength increaſeth allo. The 
chriſtian for this reaſon ſhould never give 
way to deſpair, „as if ſome ſtrange thing 
had happened to him *:“ nor can he trul 

aſſure himſelf of reſt and periect freedom 


from his warfare, till he can with his laſt © 
breath pronounce, (and then be fhall) It 


is finiſhed.” 


6. The fatherly mind of Gov, reſpect- 


ing his children, 1s immutable with re- 


lation either to their joy or ſorrow, and 


no ſuſpicion once ſhould be entertained 
of him : whatever contrary conceptions 
we may have formed. Adverſity is not 
therefore to be looked upon as an 


token of anger, but as a mark of kindeſt 
and moſt faithful, fulleſt love. 


7. Ir is Gop alone that ſuffers, and 
appoints theſe things to befal mis own, 


nor can their enemies take away ſo much 


as a ſingle hair + without his permiiſion. 
This will give great peace to the thoughts, 

it the eye is directed fzxgly up to HIN, 
and to HIM ONLY ; and not looking ard 
placing our expectations: upon other ac- 
_ cidental and ſecondary cauſes. 


2 8. We 


WAY, n + Luke xii. 7 
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8. We muſt be brought to reckon upon 
in-dwelling fin as our very foreſt calamity 
and inveterate enemy: ever ſeekin 
ſecretly to learn ſome advantage an 
us for our deſtruction. For which reaſon 
we ſhould employ all means, perſever- 
ingly and implacably, to hate it, —believing 
at the ſame time, % Gon compaſſionates 
thy conflicting ſtate, how ſharply ſoever 
he may deal with a fliaty heart. The 
whole of it is the mere effects of pity 
and of love; and ought to flir up to 
rejoicing, that deliverance is now near 
at hand. | 


9. Our unallowed, lamented wanderings 
and corruptions, even theſe do not pro- 
voke his anger, but he only chaſtens us 
for them, that we may be made more 
humble, as well as holy, prudent, and 
circumſpect thereby. 


10, The ways the AlMiohry sovz- 
REIGN uſes in his dealings towards us 
are full of wonder; contrary to what 
man's reaſon preſcribes, and ſhould pro- 
duce in us a divine faith, which is ſuperior 
to all the powers of our reaſon and under- 
ſtanding. Therefore, when under any 
adverſity, we make uſe of every prudent 

| e | . / WT 
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way and meaſure; marvel nat that the 
deliverance cannot be accompliſhed by 
thoſe means, we thought beſt accommo- 
dated, and had ſtudied, as moſt probable 
of any-to effect it *, | 


11. Calamities, when they are heavy, 
increaſe by continuance and preſs ſharper 
every day—yet when they are at their 
extremeſt height, and have reduced thy 
own foreſight and ability even to nothing, 
that thou plainly ſeeſt thou knoweſt 
nothing, canſt do or effect nothing, then 
it is, the ſtrength of temptation ſubſides 
and is ſpent,—then it is, a bright and a 
lively faith introduces thee, out of a bare 
and barren defart, into a paradiſe filled 
with every thing that can yield delight 
and refreſhment. | 

12. In 


— 


— — — 


2 Cor. x. 4, 5. For the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through Gop to 
the pulling down of ſtrong holds, —caſting down 
imaginations” [the word is Myious; regſonings.] 


That great experienced man, Dr. Thomas Good- 


win, this excellent obſervation on the point, 
* Carnal reaſen is the moſt deſperate enemy to faith, 
of all other principles in man. For, until faith is 
wrought, it is the moſt ſupreme principle; but then 


faith depoſes, ſubjects it, often contradicts it, yea 


excludes it, as unſkilful in its matters, from being 
of iti counſel.” 
Child of light, &c. p. 35, 
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12. In temptations, it is not always a 
victory to have them taken away. But if 
we can find that we have faith wrought 
in us, learn to acquieſce in the divine 
grace, and to make manifeſt in our weak- 
neſs the power and ſtrength of CHRIST; 
—then a conſtant and joyful hearing of 
the croſs, is nobleſt vigtor ng. 


13 Be taught by all theſe conſidera- 
tions, ſteadfaſtly to believe Gop leads us 
in all, by ways of his own counſel; 
wonderful indeed ! but that will have an 
honourable, moſt glorious /' completion, 
More relating to this matter, of the 
myſtery of the croſs, may be gathered from 
inftances of Saints recited in the ſeripture, 
but beſt by what any one has found pak 
in his own experience, if he has played 
the man: and moreover, has come off 
crowned with victory. 


The concluſion manifeſtly is, that faith, 
when ſtriving and under ſharp: exerciſe 
and trial, can never in the ſame time be 
Joined with much ſenſible, joyful per- 
ception and feelings of comfort; for in 
this caſe the affliction would be abſent, 
and conſequently the weight and anxiety 
| ceaſe to be felt ; Which may be enough 

| : © 3:42, catd 


- 
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to ſatisfy us, if from our faith, at ſome- 


times, a ſincere and ardent deſire, only 
breaks forth of obtaining grace, accom- 
panied with a general averſion againſt all 
in, and a real, active conflict with it. And 
to all we add, a patient compoſedneſs, 
and quiet frame of ſpirit; reſting in faith, 
if ſo be we do but barely believe; manfully 
perſiſting, not turning our backs upon 
the infernal enemy.— Such a faith, ſhall 
certainly bring with it a glorious victory. 


THE 
SEVENTH PART, 
| OR 
PRACTICAL DIRECTION, 


XV. The soul emerging and coming 

out of its ſpiritual nicur of darkneſs 
and legal diſtreſs. Its advantages, 
and felicity, hereupon, repreſented. 
XVI. The enlarged views the believer 
obtains after dark temptations, of the 
reality of his faith; and encouragement 
from the rich fullneſs and proviſions, 
in the coveENanNT of GRACE, XVII. 
An excitement from hence, to a con- 
ſideration of the priviledges and bleſſed- 
neſs, attending a believing evangelical 
Kate, 
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SECTION XV. 


The ſoul emerging and coming out of its 
ſpiritual night of darkneſs and legal diftreſs. 
Its advantages and felicity hereupony 
repreſented. 

V. 7. 
Then, thy ſad night of terrors paſt, 
Tho' the dread ſeaſon long may laſt ; 
Sweet Peace ſhall, from the ſmiling ſkies, 
Like a new dawn before thee riſe. 


Advantage H ERE follows now 
of the fight the choice experience 
of faith. the chriſtian enjoys, that en- 
ters. the liſts and engages evangelically 
in the glorious combat of faith. Who 
is he that feareth the Loxb, that obeyeth 
the voice of his ſervant * that walketh in 
darkneſs 


_ 2 —— WY oo. AM WY » _ »» ä 
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jesus CurisrT, it is certain, is the only perſon 
here meant in the prophet, by te Lok D's ſervant, 
as it is evidently uſed of him ſo many times through 
this whole prophecy ; Chap. xlix. v. 3. Thou 
art my ſervant, O Jael; (another frequent name 
of. CyrisT as ſurety-repreſentative of his 
pleJm-and again. (5th vw.) —“ The Logp that 
e forme 


- 
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darkneſs and hath no light : let him truſt 
upon the name of the Los p, and ſtay 
upon His Gop *” then—< To the up- 
right, there ariſeth light in the darkneſs.” 
Light is ſown for the righteous, and 

ladneſs for the upright in heart. ” We 

ave elſewhere ſhewn that by darkneſs, 
in the paſſage we are treating, 1s not meant 
the darkneſs and blindneſs of ignorance, 
nor of wickedneſs, but of temptation, 
and the hidings of Gop's pleaſed face, 
as before explained. So on the contrary, 
by light, is generally implied the light 
and grace cf faith : which entirely irra- 
diates the whole foul. Happy in an 
eſpecial manner is he, who 1s born of 
Gop ! In which ſtate he enjoys the rich 
treaſures of ſalvation, and rejoices in 
THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
Jesvs CHRIST. 


But 


formed thee from the womb to be his ſervant, to 
bring Jacob again to him;” meaning, as REDEEMER. 
And in numerous other ſcripture-places where this 
name of ſervant is given to him.— There is a moſt 
excellent invaluable treatiſe on the text this note 
refers to, entitled A child of light walking in dark- 
neſs. * 1385 35195 |; | 

Jai. xi. 10. f Pſalm exii. 4. t Hulu 
XCVIL. 11. F | 


— 
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"The emerg- But how this light may 
ing from a be ſaid to ariſe in darkneſs 
dark late. will be more plainly under- 

ſtood by the following particulars ; as, 


Firſt, darkneſs, or ſpiritual interna} 
temptations, teaches us to ſet the much 
higher value upon light. He who travels 
in the dark, ſtumbles at every thing; and 
torments his thoughts with a number of 
careful perplexities. Theſe are gall and 
offenſiveneſs to his ſpirit- · make him hate 
the world ; and every buſineſs of the 
night, as uncomfortable—eſpecially ſuch 
as his—wherein he has no diſcernment but 
of ſin; and taſtes, with deepeſt ſorrow, 
the bitter fruits, in his trembling con- 
fcience. On the other hand, this cauſes 
him to hunger and thirſt, with the greater 
earneſtneſs after Gop, and more ardently 
defire CryrIsT, the Sun of righteouſneſs"; 
even as to be almoſt inceſſantly groaning 
out, „When ſhall I come and appear 
before Gop?®” It drives him in labour 
ing and contending to get out of all the 
ſubtle ſnares and works of darkneſs, and 
to come to be a partaker in the divine 
3 83 light, 


—— — — 
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Eſaln xlii. 2, 3. 
5 | 


150 The taxcellexcy of thy Part vn 


light, and gltyious reſurrection and re- 
demption of Lord Jxsus. He daily 
ſtrives in prayer: and ſtudies to attend 
cloſely on that * more ſure (prophetic and 
apoſtolic) word ſhining in the dark receſſes 
of his heart.“ The molt affectionate Ex- 
MANUEL in ſuch a time as this, does not 
leave his mourning ſupplant without 
witneſs from himſelf, but whiſpers. to his 
foul in ſofteſt breathings; and ceafes not 
to clear up his goſpel to him by his 
SPIRIT, „ till nis righteouſneſs goeth 
forth as brightneſs, and falyation as a 
lamp that burneth. + By which it ap- 
pears plain, that if darkneſs had not firſt 
preceeded, light could not ariſe and 
ſucceed. And truly, it is the moſt bene- 
ficial way, and uſual order the heavenly 
Father takes in theſe diſpenſations, with 
his children. The higher therefore any 
one ariſes, by theſe ſteps of faith ; the more 
will he get confirmed, and. walk without 
ſtumbling when in this ſeaſon of darkneſs. 
As David experienced; Though I walk 
through the ſhadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, tor thou art with me; mig 
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and thy ſtaff * they comfort me. “And 
Micah, * Rejoice not againſt me, O mine 
enemy; when I fall I ſhall ariſe, when I 
fit in darkneſs the Loxp ſhall be a 
light unto me. 4 ä ' 


Jo and, The benighted ſtate, with 
Meajure this that more comfortably 
after dark. ſucceeds, Seng to the behever 


The r1&sT is, that light is never more 
pleaſantly grateful and joyful than at the 
oo G 4 inſtant 


* 8 — —_— 
— 
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By «be rod here, is generally miſanderſtood to 
mean the rod of affliction; but this would not 
agree with what the pſalmiſt ſays of its comforting 
him; and with his faf; which (by the apoſtle's 
meation of it, Heb. xi. 21.) that dying Jacob wor- 
ſhiped, ** leaning upon the : of his taff“ FE 
would conceive, to be fignified by it no other thaw 
CHr1sT : for the Old Teſtament has all throngh- 
ont a goſpel ſenſe. And the rod, &c. appears an 
allufive expreſſiun (repreſenting Gop's power) to 
that rod of Maſes, uis wonder-working rol—that 
thoſe miracles were wrought with in Egger; dividing 
the Red ſea; and, after, in the wilderneſs; in 
appearances for nis people. And which David- 
and all believers have their. eye unto for ſupport in 
trouble +—and is very . too, to CHRIST, as 
a ſhepherd. | 

+ Palm. xxiii. 4.. t. Micah vii: 8. 
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mſtant it breaks out from the night-dark- 
neſs; We have a reſemblance, in what 
we behold on the change and return of 
ſpripg; producing much the ſame effect, 
when the ſplendour of the warm jun and 
enlivening gentle air of heaven yield us 
a refreſhment both of mind and body. 
The return of ſpiritual light in like 
manner, and for the ſame reaſon, is ſo 
pleaſurable, and creates comfort; becauſe 
in affliction the mind feels ſuch an appetite 
after it, being emptied of the love and 
delight it had in earthly things, and wearied 
with the bitterneſs it has taſted in them. 
And it becomes ſtill more agreeable to 
one on whom it hath but lately began to 
ſhine, as it is new and unexpected; and 
when he reflects how eaſily it can be taken 
from him, how difficult it may prove to 
be regained, it ſerves greatly to enhance 
and ſet it off, as a treaſure of more eſti- 
mable value; a beauty by far more pre- 
cious, in his eyes. We read this clegantly 
expreſſed, then ſhall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thine health ſhall- 
ſpring forth ſpeedily: thy righteouſneſs 
hall go before thee, and the glory of the 

LoxD ſhall be thy rere - ward thy one 
; 5 0 N | a 
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ſhall rife in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs be 


as the noon- day. 


A ſecond advantage received from ſpĩ pĩ- 
ritual darkneſs is; after ſuch affliction, 
the light ſhines by ſo much the more 
ferene, is more pure, and conſtant. This 
is c the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs,” 
which St. Paul attributes to affliction. For 
while the evil and corrupt nature of man 
is more and more broken and ſubdued 
by theſe, and purged from worldly Juſts 
and affections; the power of the divine 
2 more clearly manifeſts itſelf to the 

ul. And when the finful hindrances 
and impediments to it become weaker by 
theſe trials, the mind poſſeſſes afterwards: 
fo rich and invaluable a benefit with 
larger increaſe of peace; in a more ſafe 
enjoyment, and with longer continuance. 
So that very often it is that a leſſer ſorrow 
proves the ſeed of a greater heavenly 
joy. This we will a little here more 
carefully examine; what the believer's 
heart experiences, when light has ariſen. 


to him, after darkneſs. 


— * — a * — _ 
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* Ifai, lviii. 8. 10. + Heb. xii. 11. 
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The enlarged views the believer ebtains after 
dark temptations, of the reality of his 
faith z and encouragement from the rich 
fullneſs and proviſions in the covenant 
of grace. ; 

Then ſhall thy Faizh's bright grounds appear; 

Its eyes ſhall view Salvation clear. 

Be hence encourag'd more, when try'd 

On the BESTH FATHER to confide. 


Emi nent Be- TH ESE few words 
e ates 1 the ſhew and comprehend 
knowledge the excellency there is in the 
of CBRIST. knowledge of Jesus CHRIST. 
When the night-ſhadows are chaſed away, 
the glory of the Loxp enlightens the be- 
liever, and leads him by a lively faith to 
have clear ſoul-healing views of all the 
bleſſings contained and laid up in the 
covenant of grace. How extraordinary 
a work is then carrying on and change 
wrought, in this light that iſſues u 
and {ſucceeds our darkneſs, David has very 
largely and ſweetly deſcribed in his own 
caſe, almoſt throughout the 103d Pſalm. 
He 
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He had frequently had experience of theſe 
different kinds of viciſſitudes. And it 
is poſſible this Pſalm of his was compoſed 
on one of theſe occaſions, at his deli- 
verance from ſome very trying difficult 
temptation ; as that immediately preceed- 
ing (viz. 102d pſalm) ſeems to give ground 


tor ſuppoſing. 


Remifionof The firſt thing a believer: 
fin, a foft pets a clear diſcernment of, 
Mae. in the bleſſing of ſalvation, 
is the pardon of his ſins: according 
to the mention made of it in the pſalm: 
juſt before cited, who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities. The forgiveneſs of ſins 
[all ſins—is an unſpeakably rich favour 
ace; an invaluable veuy\ov or un- 
ſearchable treaſure of Gop's children. 
The world indeed makes little account 
of this, and imagines there is nothing: 
more eaſily attempted than to pleaſe Gon 
and obtain the forgiveneſs of guilt. But. 
the real penitent that has wandered in 
dark ways and through a night of deſer- 
tion, ſeverely has felt and knows what: 
ſin is, — ih had a perception. in his 
G 6 con- 
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conſcience,. how formidable are the ter- 
rours of almighty juſtice, and the devcur- 
ing flames of divine wrath ; all ſenſe of 
pleaſures are loſt to ſuch a one, and he 
ſtrives above all things, with reſtleſs 
anguiſh and groans, to gain the diſc overy 
that his fins are pardoned; which ſure 
pledge of ſalvation he no ſooner receives 

A precious a glimpſe of riſing in his 
treaſure. mind, but he will declare 
with David, * bleſſed is he whoſe tranſ- 
greſſion is forgiven, whoſe fin is covered 
—— bleſſed is the man unto whom the 
oRD imputeth not iniquity, *?”———T he 
Never is then as much eaſed and ani- 
mated as if an inſuperable load was 
moved and taken off from him— all his 
former fears, anxiouſneſs, diſtreſs of con- 
ſcience — vaniſh away—diſappear—he is 
become poſſeſſed of the greateſt peace, 
and embraced into the ſweet reconciled 
boſom of his Gop and FaTHER, A 
aradiſe ſeems to open to him, after 
having been forced to wander ſo long in 
a bare and comfortleſs deſart. When he 
has for ſome time before this been wailing 
= ſupplicating in the moving complaints 
of a well known hymn, 


— 


1 
. PEI. 449-" — 
„ mii 1, 2. 
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Looſe from hard bonds, uV Gop, a mind 
In chains too faſt—too ſtreight —confin d 1. * 


Then, filled with joy; from preſent 

| happieſt experience, he is enabled with 
chearful eale and liberty to exult ang 
ſing, 


I'm heal'd—ſet fronoiffomd Gn mY pure 1. | 
Thy blood, My CHRIST, has wrought thecuret, 


And can proceed and ſweetly ſay, 00 
In this intrance diſſolve me whole Nn 
Quench thy long drought, my chirſt-parch'd ſoul; 
The healing fountain now I've found, | 
Diffuſing life and eaſe around. - 2019320 


n. 


* Euthbinde mich, nein GorT! von allin meinem 


banden 
Womit mein armer geift noch h gebunden iſt ! 


Solve, Deus, mentem vinelis, cunctiſque catenis, 
Quz nimium religant : 


+ Wie wobl ift mir, daſs ich nunmebr ent bunden 
Von aller fund, durch ChR1ST1 blut und auunden 
Quam bene nunc valeo, mea mens ubi ſanguine 


CHRISTI 
A vitiis eunctis hbera aQa meis - — 


| Zerfleis, mein geiſt, in Iss u blut und wundin, * 
Und trinck nach langem d.rſt dick ſatt 

Ich habe nun die quelle wieder funden, 

Die ſcelen labt, fo mud und matt. 


Liqueſcas,, 
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Die cas: he foundation of all this 
anfolded. bleſſedneſs is in this; — that 
when the ſoul] has found by faith, a know- 
kedge of CarsT, and the ineffable virtue 
and value in his bleeding wounds—when 
it has clear and believing ſights of this, 
and the HOLY SPIRIT aſſiſts to enlighten 
it in the views of his expiating death, 
and the power of his reſurrection ; what 
can it do otherwiſe but think, with fulleſt 
perſuaſion, that all his tranſgreſſions are 
purged away by the pardoning mercy of 
Gop, and for ever hid in the ſweet ſavour 
of this perfect ſacrifice, Nay, thoſe- 
offences that were accounted. the moſt 
enormous, an apprehenſion of the un- 
pardonableneis of which faith had not 
ſtrength. 


* . "I 


— — 
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Liqueſcas, mea mens, in Cyr1sT1 ſanguine 
Vulneribus : longam pelle bibendo & almis 
ſitim. | 
Jam fontem reperi, largo qui flumine foſſas 
Et laſſas mentes irrigat atque levat. 


The above ſpirited paſſages of the Hymn, ſelected 
Zimmerman, are the compofation of Mr. Chriſtian 
rederick Richter, a phyfician of piety and eminence, 
celebrated for his. chemical writings : and compoſed 
moſt of the Hymns of the Church of Hall, aero. he. 
aud the author of this Treatiſe Zwed.. 
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ſtrength enough. to overcome; even theſe, 
when ſet in competition with the more 
large and immenſe ſea of EMMANUEL THE 
RepetemER's incomprehenſible. blood and 
merits, are but as a drop to the univerſab 
ocean. Nor are his remaining in-dwelling 
infirmities ; that yet he is very far from 
making light of, and is his daily ſtudy to 
be purified from, able while he is walking 
in the light, to force him, in quitting hold 
of that ſweet heavenly confidence he 
enjoys from Cur1sT, in the FaTHER. 
He is fully perſuaded mis redemption has 
prepared and ſecured an everlaſting im- 
mutable perfect ricuTEOUSNESS, in which 
he has a new and free acceſs to 'Gop con- 
finually ; and is allowed every day, every 
moment, 1n the hopes of a renewed pardon. 
In ſuch fort, that he is not expoſed and 
liable to be juſtified one hour and con- 
demned the next—cloathed to. day before 
God, and left naked, ſtript and rejected 
to morrow. This is his perſuaſion—his 
aſſurance, ** there is no condemnation to 
them which are in CarisT Jesus; who 
walk not after the fleſh, bur after the 
$PIRIT, ** And he further knows him- 


ſelf 


— — —  —— 


* Rom, viii. 1. 


/ 
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ſelf by faith to be delivered fully by 
CHRiIsT, not only. from every defilement, 
ſpot and puniſhment due to ſin, but looks 
on. himſelf inveſted with the robe of his 
REDEEMER'S RIGHTEOUSNESS: as a royal 
bride, adorned and made ready for the 
LAMB, her heavenly bridegroom's preſence. 
And with this conſideration is not aſnamed 
of approaching Gop—to have admiſſion— 
and of participating in the beatific union 
and communion with Him. — “ I will 
abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will 
truſt in the covert of thy wings. Selah.““ 
Flappy the man + whoſe ſins are thus 
ALL forgiven, and has made a living real 
experience of this priviledge ; not miſ- 
guided by any falſe perſuaſion and deceit. 


Sir duni. Neither doth, the chriſtian 
nion weak- enjoy in this light remiſſion 
a. of ſins alone, but finds and 


gets 


m— * — 


' ®* P/al. Ixi. 4,—and Ixv. 4. Bleſ:d is the man 
whom thou chuſeſt and cauſeſt to approach unto thee, 
e ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, 


even of thy holy temple.” 


+ P/al. Ixxxix. 18. Bleſſed is the people that 
know the joy FUL SOUND : they ſhall walk, O Logo, 
in the light of thy countenance :*” read with the 
3 fullewing verſes. 
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gets true deliverance from the power and 
dominion of them alſo. Therefore David 
goes on and ſays, '<* who healeth all thy 
diſeaſes.” In the dark times of tempta- 
tion with the believer, . ſin aſſerts and 
holds its dominion, and he ſees nothing 
but pits and ſnares into which Satan ſtrives 
to precipitate and caſt him; * but it is 
happily otherwiſe with him, when the 
From whence ſun of |. Shiner hath ſhed. 
it is dene. his ſplendid omnipotent beams 
on the ſoul. This diſpels the clouds and 
night-ſhades and weakens the ſtrength of 
corruption, in his Saviour's light he 
ſees light, even the light of the 3 
Gop, in which he, powerfully illumined, 
beholds all worldly glories, all delights of 
fin as loſs for the exceeding excellency of 
this knowledge; is warmed, made ardent 
| | flames 


I" * 
— — PX 
LS — —— 


| | 150 

* © The more corruption a man has, the more 
ordinarily he lets it vent; that ſo men that have 
many corruptions in them might know what is in 
their hearts: and ſo, when Gop doth mortify theſe 
in them, to thank him the more. The grace of 
which would be elſe (to them) loſt; if Gop ſhould 
mortify their luſts in them, without their ſ:eing and 
bewailmg them, and crying to him, O miſerable 
man that I am!“ — and ordinarily, ſee zu! ciicera 
them men would not, unleſs /zft to them.” 


Dr. Thomas Goodwin Trial of growth, &c. p.136. 
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—flames with mutual love to him; his 
deſires, wiſhes, longings are taken off 
from all things elſe, and carried ſtrongly 
out to Gop AND CHRIST. Influenced with 
a willing conſtraint, he “ forgets the things 
that are behind, and reaching forth unto 
thoſe things which are before, he preſſes 
towards the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of Gop, in CauRisT Jesvs. *” 


. | | 

As long then as the believer is con- 
cerned and careful to this light of 
„ and Gop is pleaſed to vouchſaſe 
im theſe clear diſplays of his countenance; 
fo long he experimentally knows he has 
attained the true liberty of the Sons of Go; 
and „ 97h e be is, with paſt dark 
feaſons, finds himſelf not much diſturbed, 
as he was uſed, with the workings of cor- 
ruptions; from the obſtacles and reftraint 
it meets by CHa iss powerful preſence 
with him, that ſin cannot fix his ſtrokes ſo 
painfully as before; and though in the 
preſent life the remains and being of ſin 
will not be wholly extinguiſhed, but are 
continually ſtirring and maintaining a ſecret 
malicious war with the light ſprung up in his 
ſoul; the believer, neverthelets, can upon all 
in | Occaſions, 


"Hl a. — 
— AM — hg — — 


® Phil, ii. 12. 


1 ö — 
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occaſions, and comparatively with little 
difficulty, overcome it by the ſtrength 
of Jzsvs *,” while he continues in the 
light, and ſuffers not himſelf to be hurried 
again into the bye paths of carnal reaſon, 
and coactive impulſes of ſelf-will and 
the law. But on the contrary, watches, 
prays, and uſes utmoſt caution to keep 
clear of the ſubtle force of malice and 
all other hurtful paſſions, —and the many 
ſpecious pleas for, and liberty of the 
eſh. This is to“ work out his ſalva- 
tion with fear and trembling: * if while 
poſſeſſing this ineſtimable,theſe un- 
fearchable riches of CRRIST ; with a 
ſteady efficacious faith, we in the frail 
repoſitory of a hard corrupt heart, carry 
ourſelves circumſpectly; looking to every 
thing heedfully, and with vigilance, that 
preſents itſelf to our eyes our ſteps and 
to every ſtumbling-ſtone. That by negli - 
gence, unneceſſary diffidence, legal anxiety, 
or conſent to ſin, we wreck not our veſſel, 
and ſuffer a loſs of the precious ineſtimable 
treaſure. 


Upon 


m EI” 1 hon ag _ 4c 


* Phil. iv, 1 3. [can do all things through. 
Cunts that ſtrengtheneth me.“ 2 
+ Phil; ii. 12. 
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Upon ſuch accounts it is, the chriſtian 
life remains a ſtate of continual" warfare; 
But with theſe differences, that in temp- 
tation fin makes ſhew'of a mighty power, 
and to challenge victory; while grace 
ſeems to give ground and yield. But at 
other times, is in ſuch vigorous power 
and exerciſe, the approaches of darkneſs 
are very faint and languid, and cauſe but 
little ſenſible diſturbance: chiefly from 
this, that we find it eaſy, immediately to ſup- 
preſs them by the weapons of the sp1rtT ; 
which imparts an unutterable peace and 
quiet to the believer's mind. Any, who 
in harder combats have been conſtrained 
to join in with that cry of St. Paul, « O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me, &c.“ will be eaſily able to underſtand 
this truth. Sin is the moſt dreadful tyrant 
à miſerable ſoul can know, whoſe luſts 
rplex and irritate with reſtleſs diſturbance 
and ſollicitude before its deſires are ſatis- 
fied; but when it has yielded to their 
gratifications, feels its cravings and appe- 
tites diſappointed, unquiet, and more in- 
ſatiable : it produces the moſt ungrateful 
reflections and ſelf-· diſplacency; the ſharpeſt: 
anguiſh and torments of conſcience. Who- 
ever therefore has obtained the victory 
over ſin by his Saviour's death; and 
| I 


language ſuch as 


| 


++ 
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received new light and life in his refur- 
rection, to maintain his conqueſts of this 
tyrant-adverſary, will not know how to 
praiſe enough his happy deliverance, but 
will often be taking up theſe - grateful 
words in the Pſalm (we are reviewing} 
« Bleſs the Lox o, O my ſoul—who healeth 
all thy diſcaſes.*” a Vt 


- Perſons, that rightly confider theſe 
two advantages gained againſt ſin, and 
reflect at the ſame time, upon the obſery- 


able differences felt in themſelves, between 


the paſt and the preſent—will not be able 
to refrain from N their joys in 
is, „who redeemeth 
thy life from deſtruction. “ The ſpiritual 
life is certainly apparently expoſed to 
much evident danger in times of dark 
temptation, and would eaſily expire, and 
fall a prey to its enemies, if Gop did not 
afford it ſecret, ſtrongeſt ſuccours. For 
in difficulties like theſe, two things are 
extremely terrible which preſage the hea- 
vieſt ſorrow, death and ruin of it, namely 
an actual apprehenſion of divine indig- 
nation at the failings, almoſt momentarily, 
com- 


. 


_ 2 


V. 3. _ + v. 4+ 
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committed; and the utter debility and 
want it feels to reſiſt the violences of | 
fin z which create a painfulneſs and dread 
it ſhould be vanquiſhed and fall a victim 
ro its foe. yy Mi ſoul that deſires 
othing more may is the 
Gop; and the Demi: of hi 
favour, as of the, higheſt conſequence; 
truly, in a trial of ſuch difficulty, will 
find how much he is neceffarily (and is 
as willing too) to bear, in the perfect 
he has what heaven and 
bat bell is, and in a time he perceives 
there is nothing is more hard than the 
belief that he ſhall be able, at any adven- 
ture, to overcome. But he receives 
afterwards a ſtronger—fulleſt plenitude of | 
heavenly ſuccours, when light has broke 
in anew upon his mind ; and it will be 
evident in this very inſtance . Gop has 
preſerved his life from deſtruction,” in 
placing it in this manner in immediate 
view, and bringing that down to the gates 
75 of death. And will be aſſiſted to praiſe 
and 


um ad er ti * —_ 


# OT ſhall ſoon deſpair, when I ſhall know 
That THov lov'ſt mankind well, yet wilt not 
chuſe me, 
And Satan hates me—yet is loth to loſe me! 1 
De. Donne's Holy Sonnets, II. p. 332. J. 
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and magnify the Loxp with Iſaiah, O 
« LoRD, I will praiſe thee ! though thou 
<« waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned 
« away, and thou camforteſt me. And 
with Paul, when I am weak, then am I 
« ſtrong +.” For the Loxp Jzsvs is ſtiled 
WONDERFUL þ, and is eminently ſuch in 
adminiſtrations in the K1iwvGcLY government 
of his ſaints. It is he produces- compla- 
cency, from wrath; life, from death; deli- 
verance, from deſtruction; faith, from dif- 
fidence; from grief and anxiety, joy and 
falvation—light, from darkneſs ; wiſdom, 
from folly ;—from poverty, greateſt riches, 
and from hell itſelf heaven and eternal 
glory. In this. way Canis himſelf has 
gone before; and he who preſſes after him 
in His paths and footſteps, is certain to be 
bleſt ; as he undertakes: nothing in his 
own ſtrength ; but in the Lon p mis Go, 
it is, he does ALL IN ALL, 


To theſe ſtrong conteſts betwixt faith 
and temptation, a noble victory enſues, 
that the Pſalm continues in theſe words to 
celebrate, who crowneth thee with loving 
kindneſs. and tender mercies,” The ol 


1 — 8 
— n—_— 


— 


*Tfai. xii. 1. +2 Cor. xii. 20. Þ Iſai. ix. 6. 
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' | Thecrown- dren of Gop in this world, 
in of the are already the redeemed of 
1 Joul. the Logy, and they are con- 
| _— but wait for the conſummation of 

the promiſes they have of both, in eternity. 
So a double kind of victory and crown is 
given them; i. e. of victorious grace, and 
of triumphant, unfading glorx. 


In grace The firſt is, as has be 
au mercy... ſaid, when our EMMANOEIL 
ec redeemeth their life from deſtruction:“ 
when the beams of his grace make their 
way, and fill every part of the empty needy - 
ſoul; and the power of his love is per- 
ceived again, and taſted by a warm and 
lively faith. Which by this is raiſed from 

| its impotency to a divine energy, and in- 

| vincible ſtrength, as is intimated in that 

: _ paſſage: of the apoſtle, Sin ſhall not 
ave dominion over you, for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace *.“ Grace 
may well be ſaid to crown the Chriſtian, 
for it gives him power as a conqueror over 

2 ſin, death, the devil, and the world; and 

| makes the nobleſt manifeſtarion of itſelf by 

| its vigorous "exertion, at the time of our 
| profoundeſt miſery, and impending 2 2 


* es = os er 3 


n — _ 
— 


5 "= T1” * 


Rom. vi. 14. 
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by catrying us from the extremeſt borders | 
of the pit to new-raiſed life.“ Now it is, 
the believer beholds himſelf, by pure free | 
mercy, delivered out of the hand of his | 
enemies,” and is enflamed “ to ſerve his 
Savious, without fear, in holineſs and 
righteouſnels before him, all the days of his 
life .. Then he learns and knows what the 
full meaning of zhot is, © who crowneth thee 
Auch loving kindneſs and tender mercies.” 
Its thank- Thus it is with the ſaints” 
ful praiſes as it was with June of old; 
Ne when being delivered out of 
the hands and rage of the EHians, and 
led by the arm of omnipotence through 
the Red Sea, they celebrated the ALmion- 
TY's praiſes in joyiul ſongs ; which Song of 
Moſes was a type of hat of THE LAMB T. 


— md. —U ͤ  S.a- -- — 


The Pfalm we have been explaining goes 
on, © who ſatisfieth thy mouth with good 
things.“ v. 5.—In troubles, the chriſtian's 

| Hoy - — mouth 


— —— ͤ G —— 


* Gop (it is excellently ſaid) has various manners 
of expreſſing lm. Some, "be Heut bis free 
love ro, in Leeping them from [inning : others, in . 
** pardoning ad giving them repentance. T hey are | 
Aut different ways of drawing forth the ſame love. | 
So that if in any thing, herein, his free love js * | 
„ ſpewn; for if it Wert not free it would never 
* tudure elf © be abuſed. *” | 

. Goodwin's Felly of Relapſ. p. 117. 

1 Luke i. 724-5, I Rev. xv. 3, com- 
pared with Exod. V. | 


— — Oo OO ot — — — * 


= 


| ceived again, and taſted 
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eee dren of Gop in this world; 
in of the are already the redeemed of 
foul: the Logpy, and they are con- 
guete but wait for the conſummation of 
the promiſes they have of both, in eternity. 


So a double kind of victory and crown is 


given them; i. e. of victorious grace, 1 


of RR, unfading * 


1 The firſt. is, as 1a RR 
: ang mercy. . Gd. when our EMManverL 

« redeemeth their life from deſtruction:ꝰ 
when the beams of his grace make their 


way, _ fill every part of the empty needy 


ſoul; and the poner us his Apr fer. 
by a warm and 
hvely faith. Which by this is raiſed from 
its impotency to a divine energy, and in- 
vincible ſtrength, as is intimated in that 


4 — apoſtle, Sin ſhall not 


ave dominion over you, for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace *.” Grace 
may well be ſaid to crown the Chriſtian, 
for it gives him power as a conqueror over 
ſin, death, the devil, and the world; and 
makes the nobleſt manifeſtation of itſelf by 
its vigorous exertion, at the time of our 

profoundeſt miſery, and impending ruin, 


— — —  —  —— — * 


. . Rom. Vi. 14. 
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by eatrying us from the extremeſt borders 
of the pit to new ralſed life.“ Now it is, 
the believer beholds himſelf, by pure free 
mercy, delivered out of the hand of his 
enemies, and is enflamed « to ſerve his 
Savious, without fear, in holineſs and 
righteouſnels before him, all the days of his 
life .“. Then he learns and knows what the 
full meaning of hat is, „who crowneth thee 
„rh loving kindneſs and tender mercies.” 
© Its think- Thus it is with the ſaints 
ul praiſes as it was with 7/72, of old; 
6 Ged. When being delivered out 6f 
the hands and rage of the Egypliuns, and 
led by the arm of omnipotence through 
the Red Sea, they celebrated the ALMIOH- 
TY's praiſes in joyful ſongs ; which Seng of 
ns 4 was a type 91 that of THE LAMB T. 


The Pfalm we U bon hit goes 
on, + who fatisfieth thy mouth with good 
gs „v. 5,—Introubles, the chriftian's' 
e ee 


PE 2 _— 


wt 
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* Gop (it is excellently ſaid) Kay various manners 
of e expreſſing luft. Some, "he ſhes" bis free 
% De 70, in Lecping them from Hung: others, ir 
„ pardoning azd gi bing hen repentance. They are 
Aut different ways / drawing forth the ſame love. 
Se that if in any thing, herein, bis free love js * 
He run; Jor_ 1 ere not free, 71 cui never 
66 ; INTE 1E, tw be 2 Huck. 725 

Goodwan's Folly % Nelag /. p. 1 15. 

+ Luke -1. 52.4. . = e XV. 3, code 

pared with Exod, W. 
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mouth is cloſed with the drought they cauſe 
him, and can utter nothing ; but is turned 
on inward contemplating upon his miſery, 
vexing himſelf in tormenting, corrodin 
cares; or can bring forth only ge, 
lamentations and complaints. But when, 
what we are deſcribing, gets the aſcendancy 
in the mind, both the ſpirit and mouth are 
opened in acclamations. © Bleſs the Logo, 
O my ſoul, and all that is within me—bleſs 
the Lox D, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
benefits,” —v. 1, 2.— Vo, it is impoſſible 
to be ſilent, but he ſpeaks of His glory and 
praiſe, who has vouchſafed him ſuch diſ- 
tinguiſhed help; has again ſo happily 
brought his ſoul into“ his own marvel- 
lous light”—Every faculty and power of 
the mind and body are in emotion, and 
overflow with the praiſes of Gon. Not 
that our grace ſuffers loſs, and is diminiſh- 
ed by this effuſion, but ſprings and en- 
creaſes itſelf the more abundantly hereby ; 
making the believer cheerful, and abiding 
in the LorD, 


renewed as And hence *hisyouth is re- 


an eagle. newed like the eagle's. — v. 5 . 


The Pſalmiſt in another place complains,* 


my days are conſumed like ſmoke, and my 


are burned as an hearth—my heart, 


IS 


Sr 


We" T7 


* Pſalm cii. 3» 4 
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s ſtnitten and withered like graſs; ſo that - 
I forget to eat my bread.” So a believer 
indeed finds it. When he has the thought 
he is fallen from his ſupport, his ſtrength 
of mind fails, as the moiſture 13 ſpent in 
enfeebled old age. His, is the ſame con- 
dition with it; weak throughout, unable 
and unapt in performing any fpiritual 
work. The bodily frame is often affected 
too. The looks are dejected and worn 
down, and former chearfulneſs and activity 
continue to decreaſe. But no ſocner does 
the divine grace, and evangtlical ener 

begin to impart themſelves, aad vital balm 


flow in from the Redeemer's wounds “, 


and become perceived, but new life is in- 
ſtantly communicated : the beams of faith 
break forth with recovered ſplendours, and 
the ſaint is joyfully made to hope in nis 
Gop. On this—in all the renewed ſtrength 
of youth, on eagle-wings of hope and 
love he aſcends like that“ can run ute, 
and not be weary——can walk and not 
faint +*—and has the enjoyed experience, 

H 2 Then 


* Luther ſays, the practice of repentance was ever 
ſweeter to hin, after hearing the expreſſion of an old 
divine (Staupicius)—** that is kind repentance which 
« begins from the love of . Gop.”” Agreeing with 
what uſed to be his own known ſaying, ** It is ſweet 
reading the law in the wounds of CHRIST.“ 

1 Iſai, xl. 31. 
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Then ſhall thy faith's bright grounds appear, 
It's eyes ſhall view ſalvation clear ; 

Be hence encourag'd more when try'd, 

On the BEST FATHER to confide. 


| This, David found to be his TR che 
and the like ſhall; every one do at this 
preſent day, that patiently ſuſtains his trials 
appointed him. And is not moved to & caſt 
away his confidence; which hath great re- 
compenſe of reward. » 
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SECTION Vl. 
An excitement from hence, to 4 conſideration 
e the privileges and bleſſedneſs attending a 
believing, evangelical ſtate. . 


Be mov'd ! be won by theſe, my heart! 
See, of how rich a lot—how. bleſt, 
The true Believer ſtands poſſeſt. 


IT HE declaration here made of the 
Chriſtian-bleſſedneſs, that is a myſtery 

to them © that ſit in darkneſs, and the 
| ſhadow of death *,” is a truth clearly evi- 
dent to thoſe that have had any knowledge 

of the ways of Gop. It is true Job, and 

the writer of the lxxiii. Pſalm, make com- 
plaints of the ſucceſs of bad, and the af- 
fictions with which good and holy men are 


1 | | by O=my too blind, yet nobler part ! 


viſited; but they did it when under temp- 
tation, and great diſtemper and diforder 
of ſoul; and ſpoke wrong and unbecom- 
ing of the divine goodneſs and govern-. 
ment: for which, they both, after, reprove 
themſelves; and recall what they, ſo fooliſh- 
Iy and haſtily, had uttered. , For, | 


$8 - os 2045!) ne II 3. {It « | Finsr, 
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FissT, the ſorrows of good men are ha 
pier than any worldly felicities of the 8 
ed. Theſe have hidden conſolation, and 
an hope that aids from above will, in the 
end, be eventually manifeſted. The other 
have inquietude and unſatisfied defires, con- 
tinually and inceſſantly moleſting and cleav- 
ing to them, as inſeparable companions, 


SzconDLy, the diſtreſſes and tempta- 
tions of behevyers are Gop's ways, in work- 
ing their amendment: imbittering the world 
that it may make heaven more ſweet; and 
leading them thereby to eternal life. 
Earthly pleafures, on the contrary, are the 
world's broad way that has Satan for its 
guide; and terminate in the abyſs of end- 
leſs miſery. | 


TrrrDLY, wicked men abuſe their life 
of eafe and delicacy, and draw on them a 


variety of plagues as their puniſhments. 


And in theſe courſes know nothing of the 
leaſt, true comfort, either in Gop, or in 
the creature. The afflictions of holy men 
on the reverſe, have very often in this life, 


their completion; in ways that prove them- , 


ſelves in their end, unſpeakably bleſſed. 
And yield ſo many heavenly delights, as 

make them loſe the memory of their ſor- 
| I rows, 
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rows, and account them the greateft bene- 
fits, beſtowed by their faithful FaTrer 
above. | 


FovrTHLy, the life of ſin is a mental 
ſleep, a continual intoxication, in which 
men ſtifle the gnawings and remorſe of 
conſcience; and are inſenſible to that awful 
damnation, to which they are perpetually 
left liable and expoſed : led blindfolded by 
the devil, as an ox to the flaughter—when 
—they awake indeed !—but too late !— 
and, like the rich glutton “, filled with 
horror; in thoſe torments that await them 
after death. 


But Gop's children, quite otherwiſe, are 
not deceived or ſurprized, for they have 
watched, and Cayr1sT has enlightened them. 
They have known and declared his ways, 
by which the coop SHEPHERD has conduct- 
ed them ; and been fully convinced theſe 
lead to happineſs and ſure ſalvation to 
everlaſting, inviſible honours. Whence 
they hold it reaſonable to ſubmit to every 
affliction in obtaining and “ working out 
for them, a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. T“ And, in conſequence, 
as certainly poſſeſs it. 

H 4 Wherefore, 


* Luke xvi, + 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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Wherefore, upon every conſideration, / a 

believer is a really happier man than he 
that purſues an impious and a thoughtleſs 
life. For true happineſs is not in outward 
pomp, and the abundance any one can 
have, or boaſt, of earthly enjoyments -in 
crowns, 1n dominions. and in royal gran- 
decurs; but only in a pure tranquillity of ſoul, 

in peace of conſcience, in joy in the Horx 
Gaosr—which has its ſecret reſidence 
in the heart; and is no where elſe to be 
found, no way poſſibly enjoyed, Bur ix 
Gop, THROUGH ous Logp jJisus CnRISL T: 


* H E. 
EIGHTH PART, 
BR | o x, 
PRACTICAL DIRECTION. 
| SECTION XVIII. 


The CONCLUSION; 


Enforcing and recommendit &. from the wholez. 
a ready, filial reſignation of owr/etves,, 
Fully and wholly up To Gop. 


6 | k 


Come, backward foul | to Goo reſign . 
Peace, His beſt bleſſing, ſhall be thine.: 

Boldly recumbent on His care, 

Cait thy felt burden ONLY THERE. 


| Knowledge *"HESE cloſing verſes, 
of our own of this ſweetly uletul. 
fate adviſed. Hx ux, afford a pleaſing. 
application, in ſeriouſly exhorting all that. 
are truly in a regenerate ſtate, that they 
would make it their ſtudy, in. endeavour-- 
11 5 ing 
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ing after an evangelical temper of ſpirit, 


growing into the whole plenitude of grace; 
and ſtriving, in the cHILD-LIKE LIFE, to 
be found walking in the s164T or Gop. 
In the accompliſhing which, it will be 
neceſſary above every other thing, for a 
perſon to be made well and rightly ac- 


quainted, with his own real, inward con- 
dition. 


Every one remaining quite a ſtranger 
to, and ignorant what repentance is that 
can live eaſy and careleſs about eternal 
ſalvation, muſt be quite incapable, in the 
ſtate he is, of being poſſeſſed of fo rich 
and divine a treafure. And let his per- 
ſuaſion be what it will of the grace of 
Gop, and that he has a belief in the for- 
givenets of fins, his pretenſions are all no 
better than a vain preſumption and deceit: 
they are without any teaſt right perception 
or experience of the vital power of thoſe 
hidden bleſſings: for were they true and 
real, it would not be poſſible for him to 
Teſt eaſy with a ſecure condition, while he 
3s in evident flavery to fin. It is ſuch, that 

The way to With that animated voice St. 

l; 0 Paul cnes out to in this man- 

ner, „Awake, thou that ſteepeft, and 
ariſe from the dead, and 8 ſhall 


give 


— * 
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thee light. This is wholſome 
advice, ſuitable and moit exceedingly 
neceflary for them, if they would indeed 
eſcape, and fly from the wrath to come.“ 


It is then fit therefore, for this end, that 
he ſhould feel in ſuch a degree the _ 
and laſhes of the law, as to be brought 
thereby to the lively knowledge of his owre 
deep corruption and utter inability ; and 
what is the ſeverity, of almighty wrath, 

inſt fin;+ and, from theſe, to get a clear 
diſcovery of his infinite need of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Lord Jzsvs CurisT, and 
of the real ſanctification of the heart; ſo 
that he may be taught to cry, O wretched 
man that I am ! who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death?“ 4 — Which if he 
ſeriouſly—if he earneſtly deftres, he muſt 
become like the merchant-man, ſeeking 
« treafure hid in a field,” and darch 
| * 21 e the 


. ee 
„ — — 4 


* Eph. v. 14. 

+ There muſt be a ſtop before a turn. 

Dr. Stbbs's Souls Confii&, p. 324. 

} Rom. vii. 24. 
Mat. xiii. 44—46. It may be a good, if not 

me very deſigned interpretation of this place, by 

the field, to underſtand our human nature, which our 

Gop EMMANUEL aſſumed when he appeared in our 


H & fleſh, 


- = — — — 
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« the ox, goodly pearl.” This is that: 
declared beatitude—the ardent hunger 
and thirſt after CHRIST AND HIS +RIGH- 
TEQUSNESS * which he muſt feel is ſo 
alone to be deſired, that the world and all 
that, is in it, when compared, are not 
equal to, nay, are of mo value; and be 
prepared to deny, deſpiſe, and forſake, 
with every other thing; that he may be 
made partaker of theſe riches and this 
fullneſs, of inviſible, everlaſting glory. 


Perſia- | One, formed into this diſ- 

eri vi poſition, ought to turn the 
_ Te/gnation. eyes of his mind towards the 
enliglitning SUN OF GRACE, that he may 
thereby deſire to know nothing but 
Jzsus CarisT, and Him crucified ;” + 
ſince „ in Him dwells ALL THE .FULNESS. 
OF THE GODHEAD BODILY.” F It is BE 
that hath purchaſed. * eternal redemption 
for us“ hath blotted out the fins of 
men,” and in an eſpecial affured manner, 
the believer's, *in his own moſt divinely 
precious blood“ F. And the FATRHER, 


= * _ = Y * ll PO a _ 


a 6k... 3 es. 


lleſn, (John i. 10.) “ Was in the world, and the 
world knew him not,“ — not excluſive of the uſual 
ſenſe, 1. e. the Field of the geſpel. 5 
Mat. v. 6. + 1 Cor. ii. 2. f Col. ii. g. 
Heb. ix. 12. Rev. i. 5. 
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| perfectly reconciled through Him,” and 
| enflamed with love to his people's fouls in 
| his Sox, is patiently diſpoſed to bear gently 

with their infirmities that are yet cleaving” 
to our natures—*® will not break the weak, 
| and bruiſed reed, nor 'quench' the feebly 
| ſmoaking flax. I From whence it becomes 
| our duty to derive a filial ſpirit, and drown! 
| every ſorrow, care and burden in his 
ſtreaming wounds, and to avert and turn 
our eyes entirely away from the view öf 
our pollutions, as foul and loathſome 
ſinners; endeavouring to enter and Fa 
trate deep into a ſweet compoſedne 
of conſcience. All Which thin 
require to be done with mildneſs and calm-' 
neſs; without much violence and difput- 
ings with the riſings of our natural con- 
cupiſcence; which although we cannot 
preſently repel, or bring under its force 
| and impetuoſity, we may nevertheleſs, in 
a quiet enduring patience of mind, turn. 
| our faces—calt our looks and thoughts— 
another way; and in eaſy tranquillity « fit 
down with CHRIST in his throne, in hea-- 
venly places.“ . Thus, in due time, ſhall 
a REDEEMER'S "RIGHTEOUSNESS .* ſhine 
forth as brightneſs, - and the ſalvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth”F. 


1 _ z. + Eph. ii. 6. 1 Iſa. lxii, 1. 


LT 
_ 
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| Grewthand Un the mean time let this 
pere verance. be noted, and it cannot be 
too well and carefully adhered to; that 
the knowledge of CHRIST, and way of 
an evangelical faith 1s a myſtery and hid, 
with men who are of natural and fenſual 
minds; as well as to all ſuch as are ſeeking, 
righteouſneſs and life by the works of the 
law. Nay, and even to believers and good 
men themſelves, ſo far as to the full com- 
prehenfion and perfection of it, it remains, 
and will do with them ſtill, a myſtery. 
This is uſeful, that they may put a higher 
value upon at grace, that ſo few effi- 
caciouſly obtain, and eſteem it their 
chiefeſt, trueſt riches (read the 1 Co- 
rinthians, 2d chapter, from the ſeventh 
verſe to the end.) And becauſe thoſe, to 
whom Gop has in ſome meaſure by ns 
SPIRIT revealed this hidden wiſdom *, have 
only beheld it in its ſmalleſt degrees 
taſted only a few drops from this inex- 
hauſtible ocean of heavenly love and 


delight 


ts... Al. 
— 
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Ne ler the man aſcribe it to his ſtill, 
That thorough Gxact hath got the victory 
am ftrength we have, it is to ill, 
But all the good is God's, the POWER and che 
the WI L. | 


| SPENSER. 
1. 2 * | 
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delight; it is therefore fit that their thirſt 
ſhould be by this the more enflamed 
and quickened, with a guſt and fuller 
reliſh of eternity, to < fight the good 

ht of faith, and lay, hold on eternal 
life.“ “ And it is thus © the good fight of 
faith” is finiſhed ; * by looking unto 
Jasvs +” ſteadfaſtly and immoveabl 
continually, and without intermiſſion, to 
embrace his mercy—get the maſtery Y 
HiM of all our weakneſſes and infirmities; 
and, from the ſame ſource, to draw and 
derive all our peace and joys. Making 
our calling and election, our adoption, 
and title as heirs and inheritors of eternal 
life, all to center and fix invariably in mim : 
And laſtly, that they fetch out from 
HIM, every ſupply of ſtrength and help, 
to conflict and bear temptation, and 
affliction z and to lead a fanctified, holy 
life; - continuing their chriſtian courſe + 
and bringing forth, therein, much well 
pleaſing, and acceptable fruit. 


Whoſoever then he be, that has attained 
to have this confidence, and faith in the 
Loxp Jzsvs, © ſhall be hke a tree planted 


—_ — — — 


— 


1 Tim. vi. 12, + Heb. xii, 2. 


184 . The Excellency of," &c. Part VIII. 
« by the waters, that ſpreadeth out her 
<« roots by the river; arid ſhall not fee! 
« vhen heat cometh ;' but her leaf ſhall be 
green; and ſhall not be careful in the 
" * of drought, neither ſhall ceaſe from 
jelding fruit*”—In this anner will 
Nt the life of the ſeed which is ſown, which 
ſhall be changed to an eternal harveſt in 
the future life of glory. And from which 
the believer may, in All times, make an 
antepaſt and pre-enjoyment, with rejoicing 
and gladneſs; eſpecially, in his laſt expir- 
ing, dying day,—in St. PauPs exultation, 
„ have fought the good fight, I have 
4 finiſned my courſe, I have kept the faith 
<« henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lonp, 
e THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, ſhall give me 
é in that day; and not to me only, but 
« to all them that love his appearing. * 


Which grace vouchſafe to us, Lonp 
Irsvs ! and. to all, who are waiting and 
looking, for thy glorious coming. AMEN. 


— — 


* Ter. xvii, 8. 
+ 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
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Profelior Ben. * Manteca FRANCE, 


In his Ix$TITUTIONS 


ox Tus KNOWLEDGE or o 


JE8VS CHRIST. | 
. 263, Latin m 


* re 


OW valuable, and excellent a thing 
ſoever, peace of conſcience is; the 
number is but very ſmall and few, of them 
that rightly diſcern and ans in 7 15 Tie! 
os (oekings' Wt en as | 


The hedcheda; in Fas FI ande manner 
hive, indeed, been able to know how. 
great an evil, the real oppoſite to this may 
be; in what attends upon inquietude, and 
a Are _ and ory d of 
mind.. u s 5 
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But the true occaſion and foundation of 
this -complaint, they have not been abte 
to make any diſcovery into; by being left 
deprived and deſtitute of the light of Gop's 
revealed word: and the powers of thehuman 
reaſon and underſtanding, having become 
greatly deficient, obſcured, and darkened. 


Neither by a knowledge of the law is 
this precious jewel poſſibly to be ſought, 
or, by any means, obtained. But is found, 
and certainly acquired and poſſeſſed in 
Issus CHRIST: according as St. Paul 
teſtifies Rom. v. x. © Being juſtified by 


« faith, we have peace with Gop.” Peace, 


then, follows upon juſtification, When, 
for inſtance, any one 1n the orderly courſe 
of repentance, and belief in the Lo Jes 
is made to partake of reconciliation an 
redemption, as wrought and accompliſhed 


by Hm, for his own perſonal juſtification; 
there ſprings and iſſues from this very 


act, the ſweeteſt moſt delightful fruits 
of which this blefling confiſts. Even ſo 
that the perſon now believing, and juſtified, 
finds he is indeed acquined, and has 
gained deliverance from an accuſing, evil 


conſcience ; and may look upon hirmſelf as 
diſcharged, and ſet free from all thoſe things, 
that had brought upon him the divine diſ- 


pleaſure, 


— 
* 
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pleaſure, with that curſe and utter deſtruc- 
tion, that are the undoubted conſequences 
of ſin. Nor may or ought he to have abſo- 
lutely any ground and cauſe for fear, that the 
puniſhment due from Gop for theſe, ſhall 
in any wiſe, be inflicted on him. Burt, 
much rather, to expect and poſſeſs a full - 
neſs of all the paternal love in CHAISxT, 
and that ſpecial peculiar kind of favour 
and grace, as well for the preſent and eter- 
nal life, as may enable and lead him 
to have a freeſt enjoyment of the moſt 
indulgent FaTyzerx. Wherefore, from this 
peace towards Gop, a peace in Him more« 
over, as a moſt delightful conſequence; or 
a quiet conſcience ariſes, and a chearful 
placidneſs of mind before him. _ 


Which, that we may better conceive 
and apprehend; it is to be conſidered, that 
no one, no not the hoheſt perſon whatſo- 
ever, can be able to ſtand forth in the pre- 
ſence of the Divine BIN O and plead, 
Thou ſeeſt me, O Lox, as in my ſelf, 
« throughout exculpated, and to be void 
« of all ſin; and therefore in a condition 
* to draw nigh to THEE, with a calmed 
and joyful jou] : becauſe I am altogether 
* blameleſs; and clear and pure from every 
fault. But pious and holy Da vm 


lays, 
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ſays, P/al. xxxii. 6. For Tus (doubtleſs 
for the gracious remiſſion of guilt and 
ſinful errors) „ ſhall every one that is 
* 'GopLy pray unto thee in a time when 
* thou mayeſt be found. | Surely in the 
floods of great waters” (viz. either of 
temptations or afflictions) „ they ſhall 
not come nigh unto Hu.“ | 
- Peace of conſcience, therefore, is not ob- 
tained by any thing that is to be found in 
us: or in any human work. But even as 
CARIsT only has made peace, ” + 
and purchaſed and brought in recon- 
ciliation between Gop and man through 
his own blood, we upon the ſole conſidera- 
tion hereof, procure and get to ourſelves «-1 
re 


2 — —— 


— 


— 


De ſenſe of the author in this above paſ- 
ſage ſeems to be, that the diſmayed and godly perſon. 

ſhall not have liberty, under theſe hind of trials, as he 
was uſed, of prayer, and finding free acceſs to 
God. But I am led to underſtand, and conceive of 
it, in a more comforting, very different meaning, 
viz, that the holy writer's deſign was to encourage the. 
praying believer with the aſſurance of his perfect 

ſecurity : that in his moſt formidable 'temptations 
(*< theſe floods of great waters, '') there was no cauſe 
of his diſtance; or a fear hey; ſhould come nigb, 
i, e. ſo as to endanger, or do him any real hurt. 
+ ** Having made peace by the blood of his craſs, 

© by H1M to reconcile all things,” &C. | 
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reſt and peace in our conſciences, before, 
and in any other manner, than when by 
faith we become to be, and are, made paw 

takers of the reconciliation that was ly 
wrought out, and only obtained by HIM. 


It was therefore in evidence of this, at 
the firſt coming of our Loap Jꝝsus 
CHRIS into this world, and appearing in 
our fleſh, that the angel and multitude of 
the heavenly hoſt joined in their bymning. 
forth this peace—Luke ii. 14. Peace was 
their long—< Peace on earth, between 
Gop and men ! The foundation of which 


was laid, and then manifeſted, in thus bleſſed. 
PROCURER of it. | 


But in his death upon the croſs for us, 
the happy pacification was then wholly: 
perfected. Upon which the Saviour-Con- 
QUEROR Exclaimed Terr, It is finiſh- 
ed.“ And when he returned to his diſ- 
ciples upon his riſing from the dead, HE 
brought with im THAT PEACE to them. 
„ Peace be unto you, was the R- 
DEEMER's ſalutation. +— This peace more- 
over on the part of CHRIST, obtained for 
us by his death, is farther confirmed to us, 
by his reſurrefion;, and is made known 
and brought to light and view by the. eee 


Ks -4Þ bi 


* Tohn xix. zo. 1 n. 
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And yet, notwithftanding—man, on his 
own part, has not the ability in himſelf of 
receiving this peace till ſuch time he is 
aſſiſted, and has received and apprehended” 


 CnrisT by FAITH. 


From whence, this peace is ſuch a 
high-incomparable benefit © which even ſur- 


« paſſeth all underſtanding, ” as the apoſtle 


Paul witneſſes with the greateſt earneſtneſs 
Phil. iv. 7. A benefit, of that degree and 
kind! that if any one has but tranſiently 
taſted, even for a ſingle ſmalleſt moment, 
what true peace towards Gon, and peace 
in HIM in reality is, he has been thoroughly 
perſuaded there is that, which is far more 
exceedingly excellent and gloriouſly tran- 
ſcendent, to be poſſeſſed in CHRIST, 
than' is to be found in all the world. The 
inward perception and conſciouſneſs of 
this, ſo ſtimulates and prompts the mind of 
ſuch a one, as to ſuffer his thoughts to be 
at no reſt, before his heart is brought into 
a more deliberate, full, and conſtant enjoy- 
ment of that peace, that the bleſſed Rx- 
DEEMER has by himſelf procured and 
wrought out for him. But here the matter 
lies that few there are, who arrive at any 
ſettled certainty and ſtability of this per- 
ſuaſion, - or of the real poſſeſſion oft 
The 
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The reaſon is, becauſe they do not ſubmit 
and ſuffer themſelves, /mply to be brought 
to CHRIST himſelf, in that manner that 
they ſhould, iz. that they might 
« have true life, by THE FAITH OF THE 
« Son or Gop, *” and this peace, _ 1s 
enjoyed together with HIM. F 


The far greater axle incline to, 
ſeek, and lend a willing ear to ſome pre- 

cept and doctrine of the Law; more than 
to the pure, ſimple declaration, of the 
GOSPEL OF THE Lok D JESUS: in what it re- 
lates, of Hs dying rok us; and of Hs ring 
again FOR us,“ according to the ſcriptures. 
If, for inſtance, conſcience accuſes them, 
of doing or omitting to do this or the other 
thing, that they have ſinned in it, they 
ſtand convicted and reproved hereby. Or 
if it admoniſhes to the purſuit of. prac- 
tiſing this or that virtue, they hearken 
willingly and attentively, as a matter of 

4 rſt conſideration, how they may prudently, 
and as they ought, perform their part. 
For the moral law is marked and noticed 
out to reaſon only, and ſome mode and 
rule of voix. But the goſpel is unknown 
and 


_—_ a ttt. 
„ 
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Gal. ii. 20. + John xx. 31. 
1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. 
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and obſcure to reaſon, for it ſhuts out all 
pretences for boaſting from man/*. Where- 
fore it likes and approves not of it, in that 
high eſtimation as it does. of the /aw. 
Many indeed of them, that painfully 
ſtudy and are willing to be held in ſervile 
bondage, hear the evangelical truths with 
ſome ſeeming inclination z but ſhew - them- 
ſelves timorous and fearful of being r re- 
leaſed, and think it is not allowable and 
right in them, to admit and accept of the 
pure, free goſpel of CHRIST gas if HE was 
not merciful and of fierce, unrelenting diſ- 
ſitions. Yet, when they are led on ſo 
Ei as to partake of remiſſion by I 
then, they find—light—life—ſalvation,— 
peace—and are enabled to poſſeis reſt anc 
r in their ſouls. 


From this cauſe it is therefore, any 
experience and taſte not of the ACR or 
Gop, becauſe ChHAISTH is, and remains to 
. them, unknown — Or elie — that they 
do not ſufter themſelves - to be induced 
and drawn to a further, and n KNOW- 
LEDGE, or Him... 


— 


em. ili. 27. „Where is boaſting then ? it is ex- 

cluded. By what Jaw, of works # 72.4 but by 

THE LAW QF rar.“ ir 
t . 
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EXPERIENCES 


, 


OF A 


GREAT and EMINENT DIVINE, 


LEFT COLLECTED BY HIMSELF; 


HERE ANNEXED, 


By Way of Illuſtration, Practical Direction, 
and Uſe, to ſeveral Paſſages in the 
preceding TREATISE, 


IN TWO PARTS. 


CONSISTING OP 


IJ. EXPERIENCES of hardneſs and tenderneſs 
of Heart, in the ſeveral prevalent Workings 
of Sin and Grace, 4 


IT. EviDENCEs of being juſtified, ſanctified, 
and in a State of Salvation. 


commune with my own heart, and mY 
ſpirit made diligent ſearch.— P/al. IXxvii. 6. 


[Fr EXT 
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To the ſerious, religious, candid RE ADE R. 


TH E following remaining pages, 
containing minutes and private 
papers of a great and very diſtinguiſhed 
man of Gop in the laſt century, of known 
and high eſteem in the church of Carist, -/ 5 
and here extracted from his life, publiſhed '* 
a conſiderable while ſince; being become 
now leſs generally known, and ſcarce and 
difficult to be got; and that are not to be 
equalled by any thing to be met with of 
the kind—were thought exceeding fit and 
proper to be annexed to this TREATISE: 
for the explaining and rendering more 
practical and uſeful ſeveral parts of it. 
And, what was conceived, will be looked 
upon by the ſober well inclined peruſers of 
it, as a very helpful, valuable, ſpiritual _ 
treaſure. Being here connected and brought 
together in one view, that lay ſcattered and 
intermixed with other matter; and the 
many ſcriptures referred to in them, are 
\ expreſſed at length: for want of which a 
great part of the propriety of application, 
and uſe to be made of ſeveral of the places, 
I 2 Was, 


a 
I — — — — — — — 


— — 
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was, before, loſt, Vital, real religion— 
as a ſaving truth and principle—received, 
and BELIEVED ON IN THE HEART—1S, every 
where, and in every one in whom it e 
exiſts, an inward and ſpiritual thing; 
culiar to no parties, nor external differ- 
ences, But is ONE WORK of TnAr 
« ONE, AND THE SELF-SAME SPIRIT, * 
uniformly wrought and ſecretly carried on 
in the foul. And produces the very ſame 
correſpondences and effects, and the ſame 
divine reſemblances upon the hearts and 
tives of all CHRIS T's faithful people. A 
conſideration that ought to have its force 
and weight, in reconciling their minds 
and teaching them to bear with each other, 
in matters of leſſer controverly and diſa- 
reement. And a proof that men may be 
(it would be well, if always in a friendly 
ſpirit) divided in theſe, and yet belong, all, 
to the ſame heavenly © houſehold of faith: 
And a means to make them charitable and 
moderate in their cenſures. Since they 
may perceive Gon is, on ſuch accounts, 
« no reſpecter of perſons,“ but, in the 
ſame effectual manner, divideth to every 
« man ſfeyerally 2 he will, ' and © hath 
put 


<> + —— 
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« put no difference between us and them, 
« purifying their hearts by faith. Jp 
was with theſe views and deſire alone, of 
ſerving the one, common cauſe and com- 
mon good, of chriſtians of all perſuaſiong, 
that I have ſelected theſe judicious uſeful 
paſſages z concealing the name of the truly 
exemplary pious perſon, whoſe real, valtly 
inſtructive exerciſes and meditations, they 
were. Every true chriſtian, I am per- 
ſuaded, will find a ſpecial benefit, light, 
and conſolation by them; and helptul 
direction, in judging the eſtates, and con- 
ducting the important concerns of their 
ſouls. With theſe prayers and hopes, I 
recommend it to the effectual bleſſing of 
Gop. Eſpecially, that it will prove of ſingu- 
lar ſervice to younger chriitians, and thoſe 
newly converte:]; as are weak in faith, com- 
plaining of prevailing power! u] W 


and frequent tenptations, dn erciled 
with daily be nd Gas. As Vell 28 
to others of a longer anding ane! Pur 
experience, that have known, as O 


32 


ſpeaks, © the DEPTHS or SATAN : | '--- 
that it may be made a happy ſucceſstul 
means in the hands of the aLuicaty 
SPIRIT, of powerfully ſtrengthening, eſtab- 

T4 Ws 
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Acts xv. 9. 


+ Rev. ii. 23. 
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liſhing, and ſettling them; and all may 
receive, who are ſincere and earneſt in 
their deſires of ſalvation, the advant 

here wiſhed: and E intended. Leav- 


ing the exhortation of the apoſtle (Heb. 
vi. 11, 12.) with as many to whoſe hands 
it hall come, as my warmeſt affectionate 
requeſt. And we deſire that every one 
« of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to 
«++ the full aſſurance of hope unto the end 
« —that ye be not ſlothful, but followers 
« of them who through faith and paricrice, 
“ inherit the promiſes.“ ; 


Bleft be the Ax chIr ECT, whoſe art 
Could build ſa ſtrong in a weak heart. 
HERBERT, pa. 58. 


MonDEn Cor LZ, 
Jan, 1, 1772» 


— — 


PART THE FIRST. 


Of hardneſs, and tenderneſs of heart, in 
the ſeveral prevalent Workings of 
SIN and GRACE. 


DV TSS Seto. 1 
— — — — 


EXPERIENCE I. 


H AVING been ſeveral times foiled by 
the luſts of. my own heart, * and 


conſidering what I ſhould do to get rid of 
5 thoſe 


—— _ PI _— 


I” 


—_ — 


* Some ſpecial peculiar corruption of whatever 
fort that may be, (what David calls“ Yig own int- 
guity,” Pſal. xviii. 23.) often beſetting and prevailing 
over the heart; we ſee from this and many more of 
the ſame kind that follow, may be the condition of 
a true . believer, even of an eminent degree of 
knowledge and ſtanding in grace. Which has well, 
and with great propriety, been named in-dwelling fin ; 
what /cripture calls „ fleſh,” the ** carnal mind, 
and ** law of the members: and St. Paul particu- 

14 _— 
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thoſe luſts which had ſo often prevailed 
over me, Gop directed me to tree ſeveral 
means. 

TAE one was ſuggeſted to me as I was 
walking in my garden and meditating on 
the affairs of my foul; and that was To Bs 
MORE FREQUENT IN LOOKING TO, APPLY® 
ING, AND MEDITATING ON THE PROMISES, 
And the ſcripture, which the noLyY $PiRIT 
or Gop ſet before me for this end, was 
2 Pet. i. 4. Whereby are given unto us 
«© exceeding great and precious PROMISES, 
e that by theſe you might be partakers of 
« the divine nature; having ESCAPED 
de THE POLLUTIONS THAT ARE IN THE 
* WORLD THROUGH LUST.” 

; TRS 


, 
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larly, deſignedly, and entirely treats of through his 
whole vii. Chap. to the Romans; and by his com- 
plaint. (ver. 24.) and relief (ver. 25.) compared, 
prove it conſiſting with, and a poſſible, not uncom- 
mon caſe, with a regenerate perſon. This may 
dire& and relieve as many as are complaining of 
frequent returns and aſſaults of ſome particular 
temptation; and quiet them againſt theſe repeated 


trying ſeaſons, and diſcouraging aſſaults. Dr. Owen 


has two judicious, excellent little treatiſes upon this 
ſabje& ; one, of in-dwelling fin ; the other, of the 
mortification of fin in believers, 12. And there 
is alſo a very complete one, the Anatomy of Sin, 
40. by Mr. Obad. Srdgwirh. 
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THz OTHER was ſuggeſted to me as I 
was hearing a ſermon, and that was To BE 
DAILY APPLYING THE LorD JESUS TO MY 
SOUL, grounded upon Rom. xiii. 13, 14.— 
where the apoſtle adviſes to . put on the 
Lorp JEsus CuRIST, as an help againſt 
ce chambering, wantonneſs, ſtrife and envy- 
« ing.” 

Tas THIRD was ſuggeſted to me as I 
was riding abroad, and diſcourſing of the 
things of Gon, which was, Gal. v. 16. 
« Walk in the ſpirit, and ye SHALL NOT 
« FULFIL the luſts of the fleſh,” 

In purſuance of THESE MEANS, for the 
mortitying the luſts of the fleſh, I deter- 
mined with myſelf to eye the promiſes of 
Gop more frequently than I had done: 
And to that end I choſe out ſome promiſes 
of daily and continual uſe, and determined 
by the help of Gop, to ſalute and embrace 
them, once a day (at leaſt) and not only 
to take a view of them mylelt, but in my 
meditations and ſoliloquies to ſpread them 
before Gor, and to put the Lorp in re- 
membrance of them. | 

—For ſupplying all the wants of the 
day, I chole that promiſe, Phil. iv. 19. 
« Gop ſhall ſupply ALL your NEED, ac- 
« cording to his riches in glory by Cyrisy 
* IEsus.“ | 
| I 5 For 


the rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
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For growth in grace, Hoſ. xiv. 5. 
« TI will be as the dew unto Iſrael, he ſhall 
grow as the lilly, and caſt forth his 
% roots as Lebanon—they ſhall revive as 
« the corn, and grow as the vine. ” 

For ſubduing my ſins, Mich. vii. 19. 
« He will turn again, He will have com- 
«« paſſion upon us, He will ſubdue our 
« 1niquities, and THou wilt caſt all their 
« fins into the depths of the ſea.” And 
Rom. vi. 14. For fin SHALL NOT HAVE 
„ DOMINION over you, for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. ”— 
Por ſucceſs in my undertakings, P/al. 
1. 3. He ſhall be like a tree planted by 


4 fruit in his ſeaſon; his leaf alſo ſhall not 
« wither, and WHATSOEVER HE DOETH- 
„SHALL PROSPER, ” 
E For turning all the events of the day 
for good to me, Nom. viii. 28. And we 
„ know that ALL THINGS work together 
« for good to them that love Gop. ” 
For the converſion and ſanctification 
of my children, Ja. xliv. 3. « I will pour 
„ my SPIRIT upon thy ſeed, and my bleſ- 
<« ſing upon thine offspring.“ 

For my yoke-fellow and ſervants, and 
all others in my family, that they may 
get good from me and return to Gop, and 
* | grow 
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grow in grace, Hoſea xiv. 7. They that 
« qyell under his ſhadow ſhall return,” &c. 
— For ſanctifying of my affliftions, 1/a.. 
xxvii. 9. © By this therefore ſhall the ini- 
% quity of Jacob be purged, and this is 
« all the fruit to take away his ſin.” And 
Zech. xiii. 9. And I will bring the third 
e part through the fire, and I will refine them 
« ag ſilver is refined, and I will try them 
« as gold is tried. They ſhall call on my 
« name and I will hear them: I will ſay, 
« it is my people, and they ſhall ſay, the 
& LorRD is my Gop.” 
For audience of my prayers, Mic. vii. 
7. „I will look unto the Lorp, and I 
e will wait for the Gop of my ſalvation : 
« My GOD WILL HEAR ME.” And Jobn 
XIV. 13, 14. WHATSOEVER ye ſhall aſk 
« in my name, that wilt I po.“ — 
ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name, I WIL 
DO IT,— 
 —For grace and flrength to manage alt 
the works of the day for the glory of Gop, 
Zech. x. 12. And I will ſtrengthen them 
in the Lorp, and they ſhall walk up 
« and down in his name, $SAITH THE 
« Lorp, ” | 
—For protection from dangers and 
caſualties, Gen. xv. 1,-*« Fear not, 
I & E Abram, 
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« Abram, I aM THY SHIELD, and thy 
* exceeding great reward. 

— For giving me eternal life in caſe the 
day ſhould bring death to me, Luke xii. 
g2. © Fear not, little flock, it is your 
% FATHER'S good pleaſure to give you the 
& Kingdom. - And John ui. 16. Gop 
& ſo loved the world that he gave his onl 
* begotten Sox, that wHoSOEVER believet 
* in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
« everlaſting life.“ 

For counſel and direction in all caſes 
of difficulty and unexpected emergencies, 
La. lviii. 10. If thou draw out thy ſoul 
« to the hungry, and ſatisfy the afflicted 
* ſoul, then ſhall thy light riſe in obſcurity, 
* and thy darkneſs be as the noon day.” — 
And Pſal. xxxii. 8. I will inſtruct thee 
„and teach thee in the way which thou 
« ſhalt go; I will cuiDE THEE BY MINE 
* RYE,” 

I was the more confirmed in this fre- 
quent and familiar converſe with the pro- 
miſes, not only as it helps on our partic 
pation of the divine nature, and our, 
elcaping the pollutions that are in 'the 
world through luſt, but becauſe the Lon p 
commands us to © be always mindful of 
* his covenant, ” 1 Chron. xvi. 15. The 


„ word which he commanded To 4a THOU- 
* SAND 
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4 SAND GENERATIONS.” — And it pleaſes 
Gop to ſee us take hold of his covenant, 
La. Ivi. 4. Thus faith the Loꝶx D unta 
« the eunuchs, that chuſe THE THINGS 
&« that PLEASE ME, AND TAKE HOLD OF MY 
* COVENANT. ”— And it is for the glory of 
Gor, 2 Cor. i. 20. For all THE pros 
c MISES OF GOD in HIM (i. e. CHRIST) are 
&« Yea, and in Hu, Amen, unto the glory 
© of Gop, by us.” 

I determined alſo when I ſhould feel the 
workings of any luſt, preſently to look up 
to JEsus CuRisr. It being the remed 
which the HoLy Gnosr preſcribes apainſt 
fuch ſins as do moſt eafily beſet us, Heb. 
Xil. 1, 2. Let us lay aſide every weight, 
« and the fin that doth moſt eafily beſet us, 
C LOOKING UNTO Jesus.” I have often been 
encouraged and helped in this practice, 
of looking unto Chriſt to ſubdue my fins, from 
AZﬀs in. 26. Unto you, Gop having 
« raiſed up his fon Jzsvus CHRIST ſent him 
to bleſs you in TURNING AWAY EVERY 
& ONE OF YOU FROM HIS INIQUITIES, “ 
Beza's note upon that text is very good, and 
hath been of uſe to me, vig, that the 
Greek word for iniguities ſignifies the 
roots and habits of fin. I ſaw it was my 
duty and concernment every day to be 
more frequent ix APPLYING MY SOUL TO 

CHRIST, 
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CHRIST, AND CHRIST'S BENEFITS TO MY 
SOUL. | 

In purſuance of the TH1RD means of mor- 
tification, viz. walking in the sp1RIT, I 
reſolved to endeavour to do my works and 
duties both to Gop and men more ſpiritu- 
ally; and in order hereunto to reduce m 
actings to ſome word, and as often as I could, 
to have my eye on ſome word of Gon 
as I was entring on them. For inſtance; . 

—]It I am called out by others or 
ſtirred up in my own ſpirit to viſit the 
ſick or any afflicted perſon, to have my 
thoughts on Matth. xxv. 36. I was 
& kick and YE VISITED ME:“ or James i. 
27. Pure religion and undefiled before 
« Gop, and the FaTHER, is this, to visrT 
THE FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS IN THEIR 
« AFFLICTION,” &c. 
When any poor people come to me 
for relief, or any object of charity is pre- 
ſented, to have in eye Gal. vi. 10. As 
« we have therefore opportunity let us do 
6 unto. all men: eſpecially to them 
« who are of the houſehold of faith :”* or 
Heb. Xi. 16. To do good and to 
« communicate (or diſtribute) forget not, 
« for with ſuch ſacrifice Gop is well 
« pleaſed:” or Iſai. lviii. 10. © If thou 
draw out thy ſoul to the hungry and. 
85 « ſatisfy 
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&« ſatisfy the afflifted ſoul, then ſhall thy 
„light riſe in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs 
& be as the noon day :” or Eccleſ. xi. 1. 
« Caſt thy bread upon the waters, and 
* thou SHALT FIND ir after many days 
<« give a portion to ſeven and allo eight,” 
&c. or Prov. xix. 17. © He that hath pity 
<« upon the poor lendeth unto the Loap, 
« and that which he hath given will Hz 
© PAY HIM AGAIN.” 

When a poor man cometh to borrow, 
Deut. xv. 7, 8, 10, 11. If there be 
« among you a poor man or one of thy 
« brethren, thou ſhalt not harden thy heart 
* nor ſhut thy hand from thy poor brother, 
« thou ſhalt open thy band wide to him, 
« and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his 
« need in that which he wanteth. Thou 
e ſhalt ſurely give him, and thy heart ſhall 
« not be grieved when thou giveſt unto 
« him, becauſe that For THIS THING THE 
„% LorD THY GOD SHALL BLESS THEE IN 
* ALL THY WORKS and in all that thou 
« putteſt thine hand unto. For the poor 
e ſhall never ceaſe out of the land, there- 
« fore I COMMAND THEE ſaying, thou ſhalr 
“ open thy hand wide to thy brother, to 
thy poor, and to thy needy in thy land.” 

When to write letters, take a journey, 
or be any ways employed for others. 

Galat. 
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Calat. v. 13. By love ſerve one another.” 


Philip. ii. 4, 5. © Look not every man 
« on his own things, but every man alſo 
« on the things of others. LET Trrs 
« MIND BE IN YOU, Which was alſo in 
« CRRIST.“ 

When to viſit out of courteſy, or do 
any thing that courteſy requireth, 1 Pet. 
H. 4. Bepitiful, be courTEoOUS.” 

When to inſtruct my ſervants and 
children, Deut. vi. 7. And thou ſhalt 
% teach them diligenuly unto thy children, 
c and ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt 
tc jn thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
« by the way, and when thou lieſt down, 
« and when thou riſeſt up.” —Gez. xvii. 
19, © For I know him (viz. Abraham) 
« that he will command his children and 
« his houſehold after him, and they ſhall 
« keep the way of the Lokp to do juſtice 
& and judgment,” &c, 

When to catechiſe the youth, Fc. in 
my family, John xxl. 15. Feed my 
« lambs.” Prov. XXil. 6. Train up a 
« child (Heb. catechiſe) in the way he 
« ſhould go, and when he is old he will 
4 not depart from it.“ | 

When invited to exerciſe abroad among 
poor or rich, 1/ai. xxxii. 20. Bleſſed 
« are ye that ſow beſide all waters.” — 

5 When 
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When to adminiſter a reproof Lev. 
xix. 17.—“ Thou ſhalt in any wiſe re- 
„ buke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin 
« upon him.” 2b 

When to confer about ſpiritual things, 
Mal. in. 16. Then they that feared the 
4 Lord ſpake gftez one to another, and tha 
& Lory heard it, and a BOOK OF REMEM= 
„% BRANCE WAS WRITTEN BEFORE HIM, = 


EXPERIENCE II. 


Being under the rebukes of Gop's 
chaſtening providence, I ſet apart a 
day to humble my ſoul with faſting and 
prayer, that I might obtain from Gop a 
ſanctified uſe of my afflictions. I ſought 
Gop to pardon my ſins which were 
the 1 2 thereof, and to ane them 
work for my I ſpent a part 
of the day Eo pine Bk: hw 4 ſhould 
make a right improvement of theſe cor- 
rections. I conſidered that one main end 
of all chaſtiſements was (Heb. xii. 10.) 
that Gop might make us “ partakers of 
„his holineſs.” I reſolved in the ſtrength 
and by the help of Gop to follow atter 
holineſs more vigorouſly than I had done, 
and engaged in this reſolution becauſe 
I ſaw that by my being righteous aud holy, 

Gon 
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Gop ſhould be glorified, from Jſai. Ix. 2 1. 
Thy people ſhall be all righteous ;— 
the branch of my planting, the work of 
« my hand, that I May Bt cLoRIFIED.” 

And ſeeing the nature of holineſs lieth 
in our bearing Gop's image, in our being 
like to Gop, or our conformity to the 
DIVINE NATURE. Epb. iv. 24. That 
ye put on the xew-man, which arTER GOD 
« is CREATED in righteouſneſs and true 
« holineſs.” Colof. iii. 10. © And have 
put on the neto-man, which is renewed 
* in knowledge after the image of mim 
„ THAT CREATED HIM.“ -I reſolved to 
endeavour to imitate and reſemble Gop, 

In MERCIFULNESS—Luke vi. 36. Be 
& ye therefore merciful, as your Father 
« alſo is merciful.” p 

In rorcrvinG INJURIES — Epb. iv. 
32.—“ Forgiving one another, even as 
« Gop for Chalsr's ſake hath forgiven 
« you,” 

— In poi coop — P/. cxix. 68. 
« Thou art good and doſt good, teach 
me thy ſtatutes.” 

— In jusr1ce—Dent. xxxii. 4,—* Juſt 
„ and right is HE.“ 

— In Love—1 Fohn iv. 16.—“ Gop 
& is love, and he that dwelleth in love 
« dwelleth in Gop and Gop IN HIM.” þ 
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— In numiLITY — P,. cxiii. 3, 6. 
« Who is like our Gop, who dwelleth on 
„ high—who HuUMBLETH himſelf.” 

— In Lon SUFFERING—Ex0d. xxxiv. 
6. The LoxD Gop—— long ſuffering.” 

— In vor RETAINING ANGER — P/. 
XXX. 3. For his anger endureth but a 
moment. — | 

— In verIGuTNEss — Jai. xxvi. 7. 
Thou molt upright !'— 

— In KIxDN ESS Luke vi. 35.—< He 
« js kind unto the unthankful, and the 
« evil.” | 

— In HrtLPiNG the fatherleſs, widow 
and ſtranger—-P/al. x. 14.—*<* The poor 
C committeth himſelf unto thee, thou art 
e the helper of the fatherleſs.” Pſ. cxlvi. 
9. The Lokp preſerveth the ftranger, 
« he helpeth the fatherleſs and widow.” — 

And whereas we come to partake of 
God's image, | | 

1. By beholding the diſcovery which 
he hath made of himſelf and his glorious 
attributes in the goſpel. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
« We all with open face beholding as 
& ina glaſs, the glory of the Logp.” 

2. By applying the promiſes. 2 Pet, 
i. 4. That by tbeſe ye might be par- 
* takers of the DIVINE NATURE.” 


3. By 
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3. By walking with him. Alls iv. 13. 
« They took knowledge of them that they 
« had been with Jesus.” — For we grow 
like thoſe with whom we converſe. Prov. 
xxii. 24, 5. © Make no friendſhip with 
an angry man, and with a furious man 
thou ſhalt not go—leſt thou learn his 
<« ways, and get a inare to thy foul.” —I 
determined to walk with Gov, to cleave 
to the promiſes, and to meditate often 
on his glorious attributes, 
And ſeeing that our holinefs lies in 
the conformity of our life to the will 
of Gop revealed in his word, as well 
as in the - reſemblance of the divine 
nature; I determined to ſet before me 
ſeveral ſcriptures as my rule to walk by, 
and often to ponder them, and if I can- 
not walk up to theſe rules, yet my endea- 
vours ſhall be, grace aſſiſting, to walk 
after them * ; and that will be accepted 
as & demonſtration of my love to Gor. 
2 Ep. John ver. 6. Fn1s 15 Love, that 
ec we walk AFTER HIS COMMANDMENTS,” — 
For guiding and regulating my 
THOUGHTS, 


th. n — —— * — 
— 3. ant. . A. ud. 


Agreeing with an obſervation of good Bp. 
Reynolds, If thou canſt not do a thing with 


Er, do it with obedience. | 
Sinfuln. of Sin, p. 254. 
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THOUGHTS, I ſet theſe ſcriptures before 
me. Fer. iv. 14. Waſh thy heart from 
« wickedneſs —how long ſhall thy vain 
< thoughts lodge within thee.“ Jai. lv. 7. 
« Let the wicked forſake his way, and 
« the unrighteous man HIS THOUGHTS,” 
P,. civ. 34. My meditation of him 
& ſhall be ſweet.” Philip. iv. 8. What- 
* ſoever things are true—honeſt—uſt— 
« pure—&c. &c. think of theſe things.” 
Prov. xxiii. 26. My ſon, give me Tur 
© HEART ”—and xxiv. 9. The thought 
* of fooliſhneſs is ſin.” Deut. xv. 9. 
«© Beware that there be not a thought 
« in thy wicked heart—and thine eye be 
« evil againſt thy poor brother, and 
thou gweſt him nought, and he cry 
« unto the Lord againſt thee, and it be 
« fin unto thee.” Eccl. x. 20. © Curſe 
* not—in thy thought — for a bird of 
de the air ſhall carry the voice, and that 
« which hath wings ſhall tell the matter.“ 
Matth. ix. 4. And Jesvs Knowing 
ce their thoughts ſaid, Wherefore think 
eye evil in your hearts?“ Zech. vin. 17. 
4% And let none of you imagine evil in 
« your hearts againſt his neighbour—for 
e theſe are things that I hate, ſaith the 
« Lord.” Mal. it. 16. The Lord 
« hearkened, and heard it, and a book 

$ of 
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& of remembrance was written be fore him, 
« for them that feared the Lord, and 
* that thought upon his name.” 


Coloſ. iii. 2, 5. 


40 
<c 


are upon the earth.“ 


cc 
«c 


— For regulating MY AFFECTIONS — 
Set your affections on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 
Mortify therefore your members which 
Gal. v. 24. 
They that are CnRIST's have crucified 
the fleſh, with the affections and luſts. 


Particularly, 


(( 
cc 
40 
<c 


40 
40 
c 
cc 


- && 


For my ptLicuT—Pſalm i. 2. © But 
his delight is in the law of the Lord: 
and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night.” And xxxvii. g. Com- 
mit thy way unto the Lord, truſt 
alſo in him; and he ſhall bring it to 
pals.” | 
— My joy—Phil. iv. 4. © Rejoice in 
the Lord always: and again I ſay, re- 
joice.“ Pal. xliii. 4. Then will I go 
unto the altar of Gop, unto Gop -my 
exceeding joy.” 

— My pesIRE—Iſai. xxvi. 8, 9.—“ The 
deſire of our ſoul is to thy name: With 
my ſoul have I deſired thee in the night; 
yea with my ſpirit within me will J ſeek 
thee early.”— _ | 

— My soRROW—Ezek. vii. 16, *© But 
they that cſcape ſhall be on the moun- 


„ tains 


P. 


© 


cc 
(c 
( 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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tains like doves of the vallies, all 
of them mourning every one for his 
iniquity.” 

— My Love — Matth. xxii. 37—8. 
Ixsus ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy Gop with all thy heart, and 
with all thy ſoul, and with all oy 
mind. — This 1s the firſt and great 
commandment.” Pſal. cxix. 97. O 
how I love thy law? it is my medi- 
tation all the day.“ a 
— My #aTRED—Pſal. xcvii. 10. Ye 
that love the Lord, hate evil; he pre- 
ſerveth the ſouls of his ſaints : he deli- 
vereth them out of the hand of the 
wicked,” 

— My rrAx— Luke xi. 4, 8. And 
I ſay unto you my friends, Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do.— 
But I will forewarn you whom ye ſhall 
fear : Fear him which, after he hath 
killed, hath power to caſt into hell; 
yea, I ſay unto you, Fear him.“ | 
— My norr Plal. xxxix. 7. And 
now, Lord, what wait I for? my 
hope is in thee.” 

— My TRusT—Pſal. Ixii. 8. Truft 


in him at all times; ye people, pour out 


* your 


— 


— — 
— 


— — 
— 
— — — 


— — 
— — 
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— 
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— 
— — — 
— ͤ— 
= 


- 


„ your heart before him: Gop is a 
refuge for us. Selah.” —Iai. xxvi. 4. 
„ Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for 
in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting 
« ſtrength.” 

— For regulating my spEECH—Eph. 
iv. 4. Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth, but that 
* which is good to the uſe of edifying, 
that it may miniſter grace unto the 
„ hearers.” — Col. iv. 6. Cet your 
* ſpeech be always with grace ſeaſoned 
* with ſalt, that ye may know how ye 
« ought to anſwer every man.” Deut. 
vi. 6, 7. And theſe words which I 
command thee this day, ſhall be in 
* thine heart. —And thou ſhalt teach 
* them diligently unto thy children, and 
4 ſhalt fall of them when thou fitteſt 
< in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
by the way, and when thou lieſt down, 
* and when thou riſeſt up.” Pſal. cxix. 
46. I will ſpeak of thy teſtimonies 


„ alſo before kings, and will not be 


* aſhamed.” Pſal. Ixxi. 8, 24. Let my 
< mouth be filled with thy praiſe, and with 
« thy honour 2/! the day my tongue alſo 
< ſhall talk of thy righteouſneſs all the day 
< long.” Prov. xxx1. 26. She openeth 
her mouth with wiſdom, and in her 

| NT * tongue 


. -. 


— 


P. I. EXPERIENCE II. 2175 


« tongue is the LAW + OF KINDNESS,” — 
We. ſhould lay it, as a law, upon our- 
ſelves to ſpeak kindly to all forts of 
perſons. 
For My WORKS—T7t4s iii. 8. This is 
« a faithful ſaying, that they which have be- 
„ lieved in Gop may be careful to maintain 
« good works,” &c. And v. 1. Put them in 
* mind, &c.—to be ready to every good 
& work.” Titus ii. 14 Whoſ[ viz, CyrisT] 
ce gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
<« us from all iniquity, and purify to himſelf 
<«« a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
1 Tim. v. 10. Well reported of for good 
&« works,” —— If ſhe have diligently 
« followed every good work.” Matt. v. 
47. * What do ye more than others ??— 
1 Tim. vi. 18. That they do good, that 
<« they be rich in good works.” Rev. ili. 2. 
« Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things 
« that are ready to die, for I have not 
« found thy w:rks perfect before Gop.” 
Ads xxvi. 20. That they ſhould re- 
« pent, and turn to Gop, and do works 
« meet for repentance. ”—Our works 
mult be vi/bly, as well as truly good. 
Math. v. 16. Let your light fo ſhine 
„before men, that they may ſee your 
„good works. *— Muſt be exemplary.— 
Tilus ü. 7, * In 1 ſnewing thyſelf 
a * 4 2 


— — 


# 
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« a pattern of good works.” Vet we muſt 
not expect juſtification or ſalvation by our 
works, but by grace. Epbeſ. ii. 8, 9. For 
% by grace are ye ſaved, through faith; and 
<< THAT, net of yourſebves, it is the gift of 
Go.“ Not of works—Rom. itt. 28. 
c Therefore we conclude, that a man is 
* juſtified by rarrn, without the deeds of 
< the law.” 


EXPERIENCE III. 


Being the firſt ſabbath after I came to 
Ch—am. In the morning as I was 
reading, in my private devotions, Ezek. 
xxxvii. (which was the chap. that fell out 
in courſe in my private reading) I was 
much affected with ſome paſſages in the 
beginning of it. From whence I obſerved 
for my inſtruction, 

1. Not to queſtion my call to Ch—am, . 
though it ſhoul be a dry place, where I 
ſhould want that communion of the faints, 
that I had at C——ſter, and my wonted 
opportunities of doing and receiving good. 

Ezekiel, a prophet of the Lox, fitted by 
his call and gifts to do Gop ſervice 3 when 
He, was carried into a valley where there 
was no living creature to converſe withal— 
but © dead men's bones,” yet he was _ 

ric 
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ried there, by the hand and spIRTIT or 

« THE LORD.” v. 1, 2. | 

2. Gop may have ſpecial ſervice for u 
to do, in thoſe places where we, judging 
according to ſenſe, think there can be 
no opportunities of ſervice at all. Who 
would have thought there had been any 
work for Ezekiel, as a prophet, among 
& dead mens bones?” Yet even there he 
had prophecying wor -v. 4. Again he 
c ſaid unto me, Prophecy upon theſe 
« bones, and ſay unto them, O ys pry 
* BONES, hear the word of the Loxp.“ — 
And compoled that prophecy, which 
raiſed up the dying faith and hope of the 

whole houſe of Iſrael, v. 11—15. 

3. When Gop commands us to pro- 
hecy (viz. preach His word) the greateſt 
improbabilities of ſucceſs imaginable, ſnould 
not diſcourage us from our work. Though 
we ſhould think there is no more hope of 
doing good to them, to whom we preach, 
than there is by ſpeaking to the wind,” — 
v. 9.—or preaching to “ dead mens bones,” 
D. 4.—yet we ſhould go on with our 
work. — Ezekiel, at Gop's command, pro- 
phecies to dry and dead bones (concerning 
which, when he was aſked, Can theſe 
„ bones live?“ -v. 3.—he replied that 
le could not tell Go only łueto; ) and 
K 2 they 
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they have the ſpirit of life breathed into 
them. — He prophecies to the wind, and 
that obeys, v. 9, 10.— This ſcripture being 
1o ſuited to ſome reaſonings and doubts I 
had upon my mind, and coming ſo ſeaſon- 
ably at my firſt fixing at Ch—am, I was 
much affected with it, and looked upon it 
as a token for good; that I ſhould have 
Gov's preſence with me, and the teachings 


of His SPIRIT, at Ch—am, as I have 
had them at C——-ſter. 


ExPpzRIEnNCE IV. 


- . Being Lord's day. In the morning I 


awaked with that ſcripture in my thoughts, 
1 Tim. 1. 13. This is a faithful ſaying, 
« and worthy of all acceptation, that 
« CHRIS JEsus came into the world to 
% ſave ſi ners, of whom I am chief.” —1 
dwelt awhile upon it, and drew comfort 
and relief for my faith, by the help of 
Gop. I had been before under a great 
ſenſe of the finfulneſs of my heart. The 
comfort I had was that CHRISH came to 
ſave the chief of finners—that this was a 


faithful ſaying—that it was worthy of all 


acceptation, or, to be embraced by every 
one: and that this ſalvation was from 


fin as well as from Bell. Math. i. 21. 


3 thou 
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5 thou ſhalt call his name Jzsvs, for he 
„ ſhall fave his people from their fins.” —- 
Conſidering whether he would fave mz ? 
I was ſatisfied from Jobs vi. 37. Him 
that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
out.“ — | 
—Sunday.—My heart was much out of 
frame—full of vain and ſinful thoughts. 
As I was going to prayer in the afternoon, 
alone, Gop brought to remembrance P/al. 
x]. mn % Innumerable evils have 
t compaſſed me about. Mine iniquities 
e have taken hold upon me, ſo that I am 
„ not able to look up—yet—the LoxD 
« thinketh upon me. This, was a ſtay to 
me. 
El went forth on ſeveral occaſions. 
None of them ſucceeded. The firſt con- 
trivance of that journey, was caſt into my 
thoughts on the Lory's par, in a time of 
prayer. I laid it aſide till Monday, and 
then conſidered farther of it, and ſaw it 
convenient for the beſt ordering of my 
affairs; but not humbling my ſoul for thoſe 
contrivances ſo unſeaſonably ariſing in my 
mind, I was croſſed in them. Hereupon 
determined for time to come, when any 
thoughts or contrivances, about ordering 
my affairs, are caſt into my mind, on 
Lokp's pars, or on other days, in time of 
K 3 holy 
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holy duties, to lay them aſide till a more 
convenient time: and, if upon delibera- 
| tion, that way ſeems beſt which was caſt 
into my mind in time of holy duties, I would 
not hereupon neglect that way, left Satan 
ſhould get an advantage of me. But 1 
would firſt humble my foul for its wander- 
ll ings, and ſuffering ſuch thoughts to ariſe 
| ſo unſcaſonably, and look to CnrisT for 
lj pardon of the irregularities of my heart, 
| and then not fear to order my affairs in 
| that way that ſeems moiſt agreeable to rea- 
ſon, and neareſt the rule of Gop's worD, 
though the contrivance was firſt caſt into 
my mind at an unſeaſonable time. 
Having a letter of ſpiritual advice 
and counſel to write to a friend, and 
having no ſpare time but on the Loxp's 
; Day; I was doubtful whether I might 
wn ſpend ſome part of that day, on ſuch em- 
* ployment, As I was muſing on my bed 
i what to do, hat ſcripture came to my 
1 mind. Rev. i. 10, 11—““ I was in the 
10 « SPIRIT on the Lorp's Davy, and 1 
<« heard a voice ſaying—What thou ſeeſt, 
100 « eprite, &c.— and ſend it to the churches.” 
Whence I concluded it to be lawful to 
write, as well as to read, hear, meditate, 
and diſcourſe of ſpiritual matters, on the 
Loxv's Dar. & RO 


— — —— 
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I made a vow to Gop, * to give him 
the tenth of all that he ſhould give me, in 
the enſuing year. That which occaſioned 
me to vow this vow, was the reading Gen. 
xxviii, which fell out that morning in my 
ordinary courſe; where I obſerved, the 
moſt of thoſe: bleſſings which Jacob men- 
tions, as his inducement to his vow, GOD 
had given me. He had vouchſafed me 
bis preſence—he had graciouſly. preſerved 
and. kept me from my. enemies, —and the 
noiſome peſtilence tg. He had given me 
bread and raiment. I added, Prov. iii. 9. 
Honour the Loxp with thy ſubſtance, 
« and with the firſt fruits of all thine 
<< encreaſe.” I conſidered alſo, that what 
I gave % Gop, ſhould be * Fruit, abound» 


K 4 ing 


_ — — — 6 — A A 4 — — 


— 


queſtioned (in this caſe) of explicite vows, under the 
Go/pel ; and it is not to be made a precedent, no mention 
being made either in that or the Epiſtles may prove a 
ſnare and entanglement, and has (too much) the look of 
legal bondage. It may be thought, it has, rather, 
our LORD's tacit re Loy rv Math, v. 33.—“ It 
% has been ſaid, Thou ſhalt perform to the Loo 
thy oath; —but I ſay unto you, Swearnot at all.” 
+ "This was ia. the laſt great Plague year, 1665. 
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ing to my account.” Phil, iv. 15. Maib. 
XXV. 34, 35, 36. © Then ſhall the Kixe 
* ſay—Inherit. the kingdom, prepared for 
« you, &c.—For I was an hungered, and 
«6 ye gave me meat; thirſty, and ye gave 
« me drink, I was a ſtranger, and ye took 
«© me in—naked, and ye clothed me; 
fick, and in priſon, and ye came unto 
« me. l 1 
T'conſidered which way I ſnould give it 
to Gop; and I ſaw, from Prov. xix. 17. 
that © He that hath pity upon the poor, 
«* Tendeth unto the Log : and that which 
« he hath given, will ue pay bim again. 
—Eſpecially what was given to the poor 
faints and members of CHR ISr. Math. xxv. 
35—40. I was an hungered, and ye 
% gave me meat, thirſty, &c.—And the 
« Kinc ſhall ſay unto them: Verily I ſay 
«unto you, inaſmuch as ye have done 
« it unto ONE of the leaſt, of theſe my 
* BRETHREN, ye have done it UNTO Mx.“ 
And as to the ſuffering miniſters of CHxlsr, 


I determined to beſtow part of that I had 


dedicated to Gop on them: And that, 
though they were not brought to ſuch 
extremities, as not to know how to ſubſiſt. 


I was moved thereto by Philip. iv. 10, 11. 


— The apoſtle Paul was not in ſuch want 
but that he knew how to live FORE: 
7 „ ab 7 
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« ably: and_contentedly.” — Yet he ſaith, 
v. 14. Ye have well done, in that ye. 
« have communicated with my affliction.” 
And tells them, v. 18. that their charity- 
towards him, was an odour of a ſweet. 
«. ſmell; a ſacrifice, acceptable, and well. 
<<. pleaſing ro Gop.” 


ExPERIENCE VI. 


In reading Calvin's Inſtitutions, I met 
with that place in Ja. xliv. 3. I will 
pour water upon him that is thirſty, and 
floods upon the dry ground. I will 

pour my fpirit upon thy feed. Upon. 
the reading whereof (having been, the night 
before, under conviction of the emprineſs. 
and barrenneſs of my. ſoul, and ſome deſ- 
pondency of ſpirit thereupon) I conceived. 
ſome hope, and found my ſoul lifted up 
towards Gop, to wait for, and expect the 
ſhedding abroad of his ſpirit in my ſoul, 
ſeeing he had ſaid, He would pour it 
te out upon the dry ground; but alas! the 
lively ſenſe of this was but momentary—it 
was ſoon gone, and my old deadneſs of 
heart returned upon me. Hence J obſerve, 
that it is of ſingular uſe both for the 
eſtabliſnment of true, and diſcerning of 
falſe comforts, to ſee upon what grounds 

K 8. QUE. 
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our ſouls take in, and upon what they let 
go their comforts.— The letting go of our 
comforts, oftentimes proceeds from our 
letting go of the promiſes. When Satan 
can prevail to beat us off from the promiſe, 
he will quickly rob us of our comfort. 

I find that at ſeveral times, I have been 
kept under doubts, and fears, and jealouſies, 
and yet have had no ſcripture grounds for 
them, ſo that I perceive that proceeded 
from Satan darkening my heart, and keep- 
ing me in unbelief and trouble of ſpirit. 


EXPERIENCE VII. 


My foul being dejected, becauſe, after 
long waiting upon Gop for the fulfilling of 
his covenant, in giving his SPIRIT, and 
carrying on the work of faith and ſanctifi- 
cation with power, it hay} found no ſenſible 
in- comes; when I was reading the ſcrip- 
ture, according to my uſual cuſtom, the 
Lord did rebuke the deſpondency of my 
ſpirit, from thoſe words of the prophet. 
Iſa. xl. 27. Why ſayeſt thou, O Jacob, 
« and ſpeakeſt, O I/ael, my way is hid 
« from the Lorp, and my judgment is 
« paſſed over from my Gov.” And did 
encourage my ſoul ſtill to hope in Gop, 
and wait for his ſtrength, from the follow- 


ing 
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ing words: v. 28, 29, 31. Haſt thou 
« not known? Haſt thou not heard? 
(if thou haſt not known it by experience, 
having found his everlaſting arms under 
thee, for thy ſupport, yet haſt thou not, 
at leaſt, heard it?) © that the everlaſting 
« Gop, the Lob, the creator of the ends 
« of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
« weary.— le giveth power to the faint, 
„ and to them that hath no might, he 
« increaſeth ſtrength. —T hey that wait 
« upon the Lokxp, ſhall renew their 
« ſtrength, they ſhall mount up with 
«. wings, as eagles; they ſhall run, and 
& not be weary; they ſhall walk, and not 
e faint.” Continue thou, therefore, Om 
ſoul, to wait upon the LorD. | 
Lon, what an accurſed hard heart have 
I; that ſin, which grieves THERE, thy 
Sow +, thy SyrrIT 4, ſhould not grieve 
me !— That fin, which wearieth Zhee 8, 
| K 6, ſhould. 


—— — 


* Gen. vi. 6. And it repented the Lord that be 
«© had made man—and it grieved Him at his heart,” 
. + _— iii. 5. 2 HE 2 ow about on 
them with anger, being grieved fer t | 
their 1 : EY * n 

t Ephe/. iv. 30. Grieve not the Bol spIAIr 
Oy £10OD,— | 

Jai. xliii. 24,—Thau haſt wearicd me with thing. 
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fhould not be a burden to me! That 1 
ſhould not be troubled for want of thy 
Preſence, whenas the hiding of thy face 
made our SAv1ouR cry out, My Gop, 
n Gop, why haſt thou forſaken me?“ 
That eternity and judgment to come, 
ſhould make no impreſſion upon me; that 
I can hear, yea Peak of thy word, thy 
wrath, &c. and yet not fear thee, nor 
tremble at thy word, nor at this my con- 
dition. 


ExPERIEN OI VIII. 


Being ſalbatb day. Having formerly. 
nerddived a deſperate hardneſs in my heart, 
that, that word which works upon others, 
thould do me no good; that no means, 
no mercies, did melt my. ſoul, and almoſt 
deſpairing of ever having it ſoftened. 
After prayer, I was encouraged from the. 
Lorp, in reading. Mr. Hooker, * upon: 
Afs ii. 37. who, from thole words, 
When they heard theſe things, they 
(viz; who had crucified the Lox D CHRISTH ) 
« were pricked at the heart,” . f 

obſer- 


_——_ 


— *—— — 


— 


— — — 


br 


* He was a plain, old, experienced divine, 
author of a little uſeſul book, The poor doubting 
© Chriſtian drawn to CNAIST. 55 
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obſervation, © Tf is paſſible, even for the 
* moſt ſtubborn ſinner, to get a broken heart.” 
—And now, O my ſoul, why art thou 
caſt down? Is not the Lonp greater than 
thy heart? Can Satan be more malicious 
to deſtroy thee, than the Loꝝxp is merciful. 
to ſaye thee ? Yet the actings of my faith. 
hereupon, are but faint. 

Upon examination of myſelf, J have 
ſometimes found that, to my own ſenſe 
and feeling, I have been altogether void of 
any love or fear of Gov, and that I have 
been at ſuch a time, as unable to work up. 
my heart into the love and fear of Gop, 
as to © fay to this mountain, Be thou 
& removed and caſt into the ſea. *” Suck 
wonderful deadneſs hath ſeized upon my 
ſoul, ſo greatly have I been enſlaved, and: 
held captive by Satan, that I have not. 
been able truly to deſire the spIRIT oF 
Gop. O that my heart could bleed at the 


remembrance of this great evil, that I 


ſnould not only be cut off from commu- 
nion with Gop, but be contented with this 
condition.— That I ſhould have no groan- 
ings in ſpirit to be delivered from this 
miſerable bondage. Be inſtructed hence; 

O my: 


— 
9 > — 


* Math, xvii. 20. 


230 EXPERIENCE VIII. P. I. 


O my ſoul, to aſcribe every good motion 
to God, it thou feeleſt any hungrings after 
Jzsvs CHRIST, or any ſorrow for want of 
Gop's preſence, or the like, own it, as bis 
work, and bleſs him for it. 

I have ſometimes found my condition. 
much like the man, mentioned Jobn v. who. 
lay a long time by the pool of Betheſda, 
but was not able to put himſelf in, that 
he might be healed. Even fo it is with. 
my foul; though Gop hath opened “ 4 
fountain for fin and for uncleanneſs, * to 
waſh in, and I find my ſoul exceedingly 
polluted, yet am I not able to ſtep into 
this fountain that I may be healed. O, 
my ſoul, the Loxp fees thy weaknels, and 
that thou haſt been now © a long time in 
this caſe,” wait thou on Gop: Who can 
tell, but as the bowels of Ixsus did yearn 
towards that poor man, ſo may his com- 
paſſions be great towards thee, and he may 
heal thee alſo, Ceaſe not to importune 
him, ſaying, © Jzsus, thou Sox of Gop, 
« have mercy on me—O Lorp, heal my 
„ foul!” 

Having, at ſeveral times, found divers 
workings upon my heart, as gh 

| anda 


— 
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* Zechar, xiii, 1. 
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and thereupon, ſome pantings and breath- 
ings after Gop, but as yet nothing come 
to perfection; I thought of, and found 
that I had cauſe to take up the complaint 
of Hezekiab, in another caſe. Jai. xxxvii. 
3. „It is a day of trouble and rebuke, 
« the children are ccme to the birth, and 
<« there is not ſtrength to bring forth. 
Some time after, reading Jai. Ixvi. it 
ſeemed to me, that word (v. g.) was ſuited 
to my caſe : © Shall I bring to the birth, 
« and not cauſe to bring forth, ſaith the 
« Lox ? Shall I cauſe to bring forth, and 
« ſhut the womb, ſaith thy Gop ? ? O, my 
ſoul, wait thou on Gop, who will perfect 
his own work in thee. He hath ſaid, 
« He will not break the bruiſed reed, nor- 
« quench the ſmoaking flax, till he ſend 
« forth judgment unto victory. Jai. 
xlii. 3 
I bave oftimes ſeen a law in my mem- 
« bers, warring againſt the law of my- 
e mind, and leading me into captivity. to 
« the law of ſin and death.“ So power- 
ful and mighty have been the actings of 
ſome inward corruptions, that I have not 
been able to overcome- them,. but have. 
been. 


— 


Rom. vii. 23. 
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been hurried away captive by them - 
Hereby I come to ſee that truth, „The 
« heart of man is deſperately wicked, 
< who can know it? ? I cannot fathom 
the depth of iniquity which is in my heart. 
Hereupon, I am made to cry out with St. 
Paul, O wretched man that J am, who 
& ſhall deliver me from this body of 
„ death? — O Loxp, be not thou far 
from me, but make haſte to help me. 
Let the ſighing of the priſoner come 
« before thee, proclaim liberty to thy 
captive, and opening of the priſon 
« doors to him that is bound * with: the 
chain of fin. Tſai. Ixi. 1. | 


EXPERIENCE IX. 


- T find, that though in my judgment 
and profeſſion, I acknowledge CnrisT ta 
be my righteouſneſs and peace; yet upon 
examination, I obſerve that my heart has 
done quite another thing, and that ſecretly 
I have gone about to eſtabliſh my own 
riahabobthls, and have derived my com- 
fort and peace from my own actings; for 
when I have been diſquieted by the * 
| of. 


ld 


__— es. 


* Jer. xvii. 9. 
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of my ſin, that which has recovered me 
to my former peace, has not been (that 1 
could find) Gop ſpeaking peace through 
the blood of Cnrisr, but rather, from 
the intermiſſion of temptation, and the 
ceſſation of thoſe ſins. When I have been 
troubled at an evil frame of heart, I do not 
find that the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST 
has been my conſolation ; but that which 
has relieved me, #8 far as I can find, was, 
that afterward I found myſelf in a better 
temper. —Having been in trouble and per- 
plexity, I have read the ſcripture, gone to 
prayer, and in doing theſe I have been 
relieved—yet I do not find, that at ſuch 
times, I had real, true, living communion 
with Gop, in ſuch duties; or that the 
SPIRIT or Gop did, in thoſe duties, reveal 
to me my intereſt in Cyr1sT, and /o quiet 
my conſcience. | Hence I come to fee 
what great need I have, and that it is of 
ſingular uſe to watch over my ſoul in all 
it ways; both in reference to ſin, that I 
fall not into it; and when fallen, what the 
carriage and actings of my ſoul are at ſuch 
a time; whether I flee for relief to God in 
Ctikisr, or to my own works; and in 
reference to my duties, to take heed, leſt 
thoſe means which Gop hath appointed to 
be the conveyances of HIMSELF, - his — 

1 and 
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and SPIRIT, and all ſpiritual bleſſings, 
ſhould prove to me a mean of death, and 
ſegaragyn from Gor, by my formal uſe 
of them, and reſting in them. For as 
Satan keeps ſome alicnated from Gop, by 
the groſs pollutions of the world, ſo others, 
from CHRIST, by their eſtabliſhing a 


rigbteouſugſ of their o.. O Lond, break 


thou this ſnare for me, and let my ſoul 
eſcape, as a bird from the net, that I may 
flee to thee and be at reſt. | 
I haye obſerved in myſelf, that when 
Gop, at any time, is ed, to work any 
ing in my ſoul, I loſe it; if he 
quicken me, I ſoon, grow dead-hearted 
again; if he enliven my affections, they 
ſoon grow cold and flat; and my old 
hardneſs returns upon me. Hence I come 
to ſee, that it is infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs in Gor, that he hath not put the 
ſtock of grace into our on hands, but 
hath, treaſured it up in CuRisr, that 
& our life is now hid with CHRIST in 
« 'Gop,*?. for ſo it becomes ſure to all 


<« the ſeed: T hereby, allo, I come to 


ſee that I have need of continual recourſe 
to Jesus Chaisr, for new ſupplies of 


grace and ſtrength. | 


The 
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The Lok p Gon, in his wiſdom, was 
pleaſed, when he delivered his people out 
of Egypt, before he brought them to 
Canaan, to lead them forty years in the 
wilderneſs, whenas he could have led 
them a nearer way to Canaan. © He led 
«© them not through the land of the Philif- 
« tines, although that was near. Exod. 
Xiii. 17. He choſe rather to lead them 
through the great and terrible wilderneſs, 
« where were fiery ſerpents, and ſcorpions, 
& and drought.” Fer. ii. 6. Where there 
ce was no water, where he brought them 
“ forth water out of the rock of flint, and 
fed them with manna; for this end, that 
« he might humble them, and prove them, 
* and do them good in the latter end. 
Deut. viii. 15, 16.—Doſt thou find it fo, 
O my ſoul, in thy travel towards the hea- 
venly Canaan; doſt thou walk through 
much ſpiritual drought, a land of deſerts, 
and the ſhadow of death—doft meet with 
a flinty heart and fiery temptations? "Know 
that the Loxp doth this to humble thee 
(which, through his grace, thou haſt 
fometimes found) and to prove thee, i. e. 
to diſcover thee to thyſelf (for he himiſelf 
knows thy thoughts afar off) and this way 
of Gop, through grace, has been a means 
of diſcovering much of thy corrupt heart 

| 0 
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to thee, and that he may do thee good in 
the latter end therefore take heed, O my 
foul, of J1/raels ſins, of murmuring 
againſt Gop under thy wants, of unbelief 
and tempting of Gop, &c. read often, 
and weigh well, the lxxviii. Pſalm. 


ExXPERIBNCE X. 


This ſabbath-day, the Loxp was pleaſed» 
in the hearing of his word, to convince 
me of my fin and loſt condition. But, 
Loxp, how unfaithful was I then, and 
have been ſince, to the convictions of thy 
$PIRIT-! how ſoon have I healed up the 
wound that was given by the word? how 
foon has an hard heart, a ſecure, careleſs 
ſpirit, taken poſſeſſion of me! Lorp, if 
ever thy word be effectual in me, thou 
muſt not only ſpeak it to my heart, but 
write, and engraft, it there alſo. Hence- 
forth I deſire to wait on thee, as for the 
teachings of thy ſpirit, ſo for the writing 
of thy law in my heart by thy. spI RTT. I 
found a loathneſs in my ſpirit to go to hear 
this; ſermon, whereby F perceive Satan 
would have hindered me. Be encouraged: 
hence, O my ſoul, to break through all 
difficulties thou meeteſt with in doing thy 
duty. When thou findeſt any ſecret. un- 

7 3 | ©, willingnels. 
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willingneſs to ordinances or duties, then 
ſtir up thyſelf to wait upon God, expect- + 
ing that he hath ſome ſpecial mercy for 
thee, which Satan would hinder thee of. 


ExPERIENCE XI. | 


The Loxp did, in hearing of his word, 
revive ſome convictions that have formerly + 
been upon my ſpirit, though in a very lan- 
guid manner. I ſtood. convinced, before 
the LorDy, of unbehet, and that I was a 
loſt creature by cauſe thereof, from the 
words of our Saviour, John iii. 18.“ He 
„ that believeth not, is condemned al- 
&« ready.” Conſcience tells me that 1 
am yet in unbelief, that I want that faith 
that is accompanied with the new-birth. 
Fobn i. 12, 13. As many as received 

„ him, to them gave he power to beconie 
the ſons of Gop, &c.—which were born 
„% not of the, &c.—but of Gop. *—That 
faith which ſhould purge me from atheiſm,\ 
formality and reſting in duties; from 
hypocriſy and deadneſs; from | unclean 
affections, and inordinate love of the 
world; from a vain mind, and a light 
ſpirit— that faith which (Ads xv. 9.) 
« ſhould purify my heart” from theſe, 
and the like evils—tbat faith that * 
a III 
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make CHRIST a greater reality, and more 
precious to me (1 Pet. ii. 7.) than 
any thing in the world that faith which 
(Ram. v. 1.) „brings peace with Gop,” 
and (1 Pet. ii. 7.) joy in the HoLy Gnosr, 
“ unſpeakable and full of glory.” I find 
I have had (Fam. ii. 17. 20.) „a dead 
faith, and preſumed upon Gop's mercy 
in Car1sT, although I have been eſtranged 
from Gop in my heart and nature. My 
reſting in duties, and truſting in my own 
righteouſneſs, as far as I can ſee, hath 
been the deceit of my heart. 

Lord, lay this conviction upon my 
conſcience, for I find my heart would put 
it off, yea it hath already deſperately har- 
dened itſelf againſt thee, I fear I ſhall 
outgrow this conviction of thy word as at 
other times. I feel a careleſſneſs of ſpirit, 
that would make light of eternity and of 
Jzesvs CnrisT. Lorp, break my heart 
under thy word, for my unbelief and 
neglect of CUgIsr. Let me not heal my- 

„but wait till thou ſhalt heal me. 
Thou didſt help the unbelief of thy ſer- 
vant Thomas, O that thou wouldeſt help 
mine allo 
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The Lorp hath' ſhewn me that I am 
« dead in ſin,“ Epheſ. ii. 1. Not only from 
the teſtimony of his word, but by inward 
experience; for I feel myſelf * alienated 
« from the life of Gop,” cut off from 
communion with the Loxp Jesvs, ſepa- 
rated from Gop and his bleſſed spIR IT: 
My deceitful heart has often gone about 
to repel this conviction, and has cauſed 
me ſometimes to miſtake a life of morality 
for a ſpiritual life; and at other times a 
life of formality. But now. I find the 
ſcripture ſpeaks of * dead works, and 
calls for “ repentance from them,“ Heb. 
vi. 1. and “ purging our conſciences from 
«© them,” Chap. ix. 14. By dead works, 
I underſtand not only the groſs pollutions 
of the world, but all works whatever that 
are done by a man, void of the quicken- 
ing SPIRIT oF Gop. Without union to 
CHRIST, there is no ſpiritual life; for as 
the natural life reſults from the union of 
the ſoul and body, and the ſtate of death 
is nothing but the difunion and- ſeparation 
of the ſoul from the body; ſo our ſpiritual 
life reſults from the ſoul's union with 
CnxisT, and ſpiritual death is our ſepara- 

tion from Hi. Now I feel myſelf as a 


2 poor 
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poor withered branch cut off from this 
vine, unacquainted with the aCtings of this 
ſpiritual lite, as living by faith, ſerving 
Gop in ſpirit, - mortifying fin by the 
SPIRIT, © walking in the ſpirit,” loving 
Gop above all things, and ſeeking his 
glory in all things. I have ſometimes 
prayed againſt ſin, reſolving againſt it 
ſtriven with it, avoided occaſions thereto, 
(all which a natural man may do) but fin 
' hath returned upon me, and overcome me. 
How to fetch power from CRHRIST's death 
to mortify ſin, how to believe in Gop for 
ſubduing it, how to do it by the ſpirit; 
theſe have been myſteries to me. Lok, 
when ſhall the day dawn, and the day- 
„ ſar ariſe in my heart? When ſhall the 
4 day-ſpring from on high, viſit my ſoul, 
to give light to him that ſits in darkneſs, 
&« and in the ſhadow of death ??? Come, 
Lorp Jean, thou light of life, come 
quickly, | 5 
That which kept me a long time from 
reſolving to give up my whole heart to 
Gop, in covenant, was a fear that I ſhould 
break my covenant, and ſo double my ſin, 
But I perceive. ſince, that this was but 
Satan's policy to keep my heart from Gop, 
and the true ground of- my not doing this, 


was not conſcientiouſneſs of ſin, (as Satan 
once 
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once made me believe) but a lothneſs to 
part with all ſin, and to ſerve Gop with 
all my heart. | 
A ſtrong encouragement thou haſt, O 
my ſoul, to enter into covenant with Go, 
to ſerve him with thy whole hearty from: 
that portion of his word which thou didit 
read this morning in Jer. xxx. 21, 22. 
« will cauſe him to draw near, and he 
„ SHALL approach unto ME: for who 75 
« this that engaged his heart to approach 
« unto me? faith the Loxp. // 
Since my covenanting with Gop, 1 
come to ſee more fully the truth of that 
place, Rom. viii. 7. The carnal mind 
<« is enmity againſt Gop is not ſubject to 
4 the law of Gop, neither indeed can be.“ 
For I find a lothneſs to walk cloſe with: 
Gopz yea under a profeſſion of religion, 
my carnal heart has been at enmity to the 
power and life of it; and this enmity has: 
lain hid under, and being covered with a 
formance of ſome duties, which have 
not been deſtructive to that evil principle 
that has lived in me. Tea, I find my 
carnal heart is hungering after the « fleſn- 
<« pots of Egypt,“ after its old delights 
and ſinful pleaſures; is ready to murmur 
inſt Gop in the wilderneſs, and ſpeaks 
of returning into Egypt, and being im- 
patient of the croſs, it revolts from Gon 
Ven L many 
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many a time, and ſeeks relief and con- 
tentment from the creature. 

Since my covenanting with Gop, I ſee 
more of the treachery and hypocriſy of 
my heart. I found my ſoul for a while 
more tender of ſin, and my heart ſeem- 
ingly engaged to ſerve the Lorp. But I 
ſoon forgot the covenant that I had made; 
and in a ſhort ſpace, I did not find that 
my covenanting had any influence on my 
heart and life. So that I ſee I did but 
| fatter the Lord with my mouth, and 
lyed to him with my tongue, for m 
<< heart was not right with him, neither 
<< was I ſtedfaſt in his covenant” (Pſal. 
Ixxviii. 36, 37.) My unſtedfaſtneſs in my 
covenant with the Lorp did arite, as far 
as: I perceive, from theſe two grounds: 1. 
My heart was not right with Gop when I 
made it; there was not that inward, cor- 
dial, full reſolution to part with all fs, 
and that for ever, from an antipathy to it 
and difike of it; neither that inward reſo- 
lution of cleaving to Gop to have him my 
ALL IN ALL—to0 take all my contentment 
and joy in him, and to feek it in nothing 
elſe; which ſhould have been. 2. I neg- 
lected my watch, and did not (as I ſhould) 
renew my covenant often, and engage my 
heart to walk with God z and while I was 
ſlothful and negligent, my heart was ſtolen 
N 


away 
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away by the devil and the world, and is 
now in league again with fin. Lorp 
make me upright, and clear up to me my 
ſincerity; * Search me and try me, and 
« let me know the ground of my heart,” 
keep me upon my watch and guard, that 
I may keep my covenant. Wine 


Exp-RIENCE XIII. 


The -Loxp did awaken my conſcience 
to ſuch a ſenſe of my fin, and loſt con- 
dition, in the hearing and reading of his 
word, that when I went to prayer, I was 
before him as a loſt creature, being under 
wrath and the ſentence of death; lying in 
my blood and pollution. Now whereas 
before, I found my heart carried out in 
begging ſanctiſication, I now cried for the 
Blood of Cnr1sT to waſh away the guilt 
of my ſin. I did not before prize juſtifyin 
grace ſo as now, in ſome weak meafure, 1 
was made to do. But I ſoon found an 
accurſed hard heart;—in a little time I did 
not tremble at the wrath of Gop. I haye 
laboured to work theleitonvittions upon it; 
but I found ſuch a roving heart, ſuch a 
ſleighty heart—ſo poſſeſſed with vanity, 
that nothing would abide with it. Lox p, 
unleſs thou ſaveſt me for thy mercy ſake, 
[ periſh! : 
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Sabbath-day — In meditation on 1 John 
Hi. 23. This is his commandment; that 
« we ſhould believe on the name of his 
« Son Jxsus CHRIST :“ conſidering, with 
myſelf what this implied, viz. not only a 
relying upon Gop in CHRisT, for the 
remiſſion of ſin, but for the pouring out 
of the SpirIT, John vii. 38, 39. He 
that believeth on me, as the ſeripture 
<«: hath ſaid, out of his belly - ſhall flow 
<« rivers. of living water; this ſpake he of 
« tbe SPIRIT, which they that believe on 
« him fhould receive.” Which SpikiT, 
when it is given, will “ ſhed abroad the 
4% love of Gop, in our hearts, Rom., v. 5; 
and ſeal up the aſſurance of the remiſſion 
of ſins and witneſs our adoption; “ The 
« $Sp1R1IT. itſelf bears witneſs with, our 
<« ſpirit. that coe are the children of God.” 
Rom. viii. 16. will mortify ſin in us, ver. 13. 
<& Ye through the Spixrr do mortify the 
« deeds of the body; will work all the 
works of Gop in e, and for us, —all 
which I want; and to which I have been 
a long time convinced that I am unable. 
And conſidering, farther, that this Se1rIT. 
is. the free gift of Gop,. Eſal. li. 12. Up- 
« hold me with thy free Spixir“ given 

| | not 
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not according to our works, but of free 
mercy for the-ſake of Cagisr ; Titus iii. 
4, 5. 6. *The kindneſs and love of Gop 
@ our Saviour toward man hath appeared, 
« not by works of righteouſneſs which 
« we! have done, but according to his 
« mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of 
* regeneration and renewing of the Hor 
« GrosT, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
« through Jzsus CHRIST oUR Saviour.” 
And conſidering farther, that Jesus CHRIST 
had “ received gifts,” of which the gift of 
os Se1rIT is intended, © even for the 
t rebellious, that the Lon Gor might 
duell among them; Pſal. Ixvii. 18, I 
found my heart encouraged to wait upon 
the Lon po for the pouring forth of his 
Spinrr upon me, that I might have my 
heart renewed and ſanctified, and the 
remiſſion of my fins ſealed up to my ſoul. 
Afterwards conſidering further, that the 
ay whereby a poor ſoul that has loſt 
Gop's image, comes to be: renewed in 
heart and mind, and “ made partaker of 
the Divine Nature, is by faith in the 
« promiſes,” 2 Pet. i. 4. and obſerving 
how ſ{faac, who inherits the bleſſing, was 
not born by the ſtrength of nature, but 
by promiſe; and as Iſaac was born thro” 
the promiſe, ſo are all believers, Gal. iv. 
28. We, as Iſaac was, are the children 
re AS «ot 
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“of promiſe,” —< not of the will of man, 
but of Gop,” John i. 13. —and that 
Gop “ oiveth power to the faint, and 
e ſtrength to them that have no might,” 
in a way of waiting, Iſa. xl. 29, 31. 1 
ſaw from theſe conſiderations, farther 
ground of hope and waiting upon Gov, 
notwithſtanding I find my ſtrength periſh- 
ed trom me. 2 
Neither ſhall the guilt of my ſin dif: 
courage me from waiting upon Gop; 
from expecting his HoLy Spikrr; from 
going to CHRIST : © the whole need not 
a phyſician; CarisT deals with ſinners,” 
Mark ii. 17. He hath faid he will in 
no wiſe caſt out them that come 
“ him.“ Why did he ſhed his blood to 
waſh away our ſins? How is he «© the 
© Lamb of Gop that taketh away the 
« ſins of the world,” if he ſhould caſt off 
guilty ſouls when they come unto him ? 
Is there not © a fountain opened for ſin 
„ and uncleanneſs,” to waſh in? Zach. 
xiii. 1, What though I be in my blood, 
yet if I go to CHa Is he will not loath me; 
(Ezek. xvi. 6. When I paſſed by thee 
and ſaw thee polluted in thy own blood, 
<& I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy 
« blood, Live.“) but “ will ſprinkle clean 
E © water 
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« water upon me, and waſh me from — ali 
« my filthineſs,”” Ezek. xxxvi. 23. When 
therefore I find guilt upon · me, I will look 
to Jesvs in ſuch promiſes as theſe, Iſa. i. 
18. Come now and let us reaſon toge- 
« ther, faith the Lord, though your ſins 
* be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white 
« as ſnow; though they be red like 
« crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” — Ia, 
xliii. 25, 26. I, even I am he that 
« blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine 
« own ſake, and will not remember thy fins. - 
« Put me in remembrance: let us plead 
together: declare thou, that thou mayeſt 
« be juſtified.” Wa. xliv. 21, 22. 0 
« Tfrael, thou ſhalt not be forgotten of 
« me: I have blotted out as a thick cloud 
« thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud' thy 
« ſins; return unto me, for I have redeem- 
« ed thee.” I will cry unto rim, that I 
may have the pardon of my fin ſealed up 
to my ſoul, in theſe promiſes, by his- HoLy' 
SPIRIT.” | 15 | 

Neither ſhall my rebellious heart, the 
perverſeneſs and corruption of my nature, 
diſcourage me; but I will, wich David, 
beg a new heart, and a right ſpirit.“ 
Pſ. li. 10. I will ſay, as Ephraim, Fer. 
xxxi. 18. Turn thou me, and I ſhall be 
“ turned.” Gop hath ſent Cnrisr to 
bleſs us, in turning us from our iniqui- 
L 4 - 20G ;ties, * 


* 


248 EXPERIENCE XIV. P. I. 


Wb, ties, Acts iii. 20. and to deſt roy what 
Satan hath wrought in us, 1 Febn iii. 8. 
that HE might deſtroy the works of the 
* devil.“ Therefore when I feel fin pre- 
vatl, and lead me captive, I will, with 
Haul, cry out of “ this. body of death,” 
Rom: vii. 24. and go to Gop in CyrisT 
through ſuch promiſes as theſe, Mic. vii. 
18. Who is a Gob like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the 
& tranſgreflion of the remnant of his heri- 
tage? He retaineth not his anger for 
ever; becauſe he delighteth in mercy. 
He will turn again, he will have com- 
paſſion upon us, he will ſubdue our 
s iniquities, and thou wilt caſt all their 
** {ins into the depths of the ſea.” Rom. 
vi. 14. „ Sin ſhall not have dominjon over 
you, for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace.“ Mat. xi. 28. Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt.” Iſa. 
xlv. 20: Look unto me and be ye ſaved, 
all the ends of the earth, for I am Gop, 
and there is none elle.” Fer. xxxi. 33. 
« 1 will put my law in their inward parts, 
« and write it in their hearts.“ Exek. 
xxxvi. 26. I will give you a eto heart, 


4 and a zew ſpirit will 4 put within you, 


* and I vill take the {tony heart out of 
« your fleſh, and I will give you an 
« heart of fleſh.” 
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When I feel myſelf graceleſs, I will look 

to him 3 * is full of grace, Jobn i. 
155 13. and hath promiſcd “ to give 

« grace,” HFſal. Ixxxiv. 11. even © an 
i heart to love him,“ Deut. xxx. 6. and 
to * put his fear into us,“ Fer. xxxii. 40. 
and to withhold no good thing,“ if we 
endeavour to walk uprightly before him, 
Pſal, Rxxiv. 11. 
When I find the plague of an hard dead 
heart upon me, I will look unto the Los b, 
« who quickeneth the dead,” Rom. iv. 17. 
and i can raile children to Abrabam out 
of ſtones,” Mat. iii. g. I will look unto 
him in his covenant, | promiſing to take 
away the heart of ſtone, and to give an 
<« heart of fleſn, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 

In time of deſertion, when Gop with- 
draws the comfortable influences. of his. 
preſence, I will not be diſcouraged, but 
will ſearch my heart and try my ways, 
and ſee what cauſe I have given the 
Lorp. to. depart from me. Lam. iii. 40. 
„Let us ſearch and try our ways, and. 
turn again to the Lorp.” Ja. lix. 2. 
% Your iniquities have . between 
« you and your Gop'; and your fins have 
hid his face from you that he will not 
* hear.“ I will earneſtly ſeek the Loxkd, 
that he would return and ſhine upon me, 
and lit up the light of his countenance 
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upon my ſoul. Pſ. Ixxx. 3. Turn us 
again, O Gop, and cauſe thy face to 
« ſhine, and we ſhall be ſaved.” P/ Ixxxix. 
46. How long wilt thou hide thyſelf, 
&« for ever?” Heſ. v. 15. I will go and 
* return to my place till they acknowledge 
<< their offence and ſeek my face: in their 
4 affittion they will ſeek me early.” I will 
not only pray, but wait for his return. 
Pf. xxx. 3, 6. © I wait for the Lord, &c. 
and in his word do I hope — my ſoul 
« waiteth for the I.orp, more than they 
« that watch for the morning.” Ja. viii. 
17. „ 1 will wait upon the .Loxp that 
% hideth his face from the houſe of Jacob, 
« and I will look for him.” Lam. ili. 25, 
26. The Lord is good to them that wait 
for him, to the ſoul that ſeeteth . 
It is good that a man ſhould both hope 
« and quietly wait for the ſalvation of 
the Lorn.” And in waiting, I will 
look unto the Loryr, in theſe or like 
promiſes : E.. ciii. 8, 9. The Lonp is 
« merciful and gracious, ſlow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy.— He will not 
« always chide, neither will he keep his 
« anger for ever.” J. liv. 6, 7, 8. 

« The Loxp hath called thee as a woman 
« forſaken and grieved in fpirit, and a 
« wife of youth, when thou waſt refuſed; 
& faith THy Gop,—For a ſmall _ 
1 A4 have 
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« have I forſaken thee, but with 

„ mercies will J gather thee. —In a little 
« wrathi I hid my face from thee for a. 
« moment; but with everlaſting kindneſs 
« will. L have mercy on thee, /aith the” 
« Logp thy Repermtr.” Ja. Ivii. 16, 
18. * For I will not contend for ever, 
« neither will I be always wroth; for the 
« ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the 
« ſouls: which I have made.— I have ſeen: 
„ his ways, and will heal him: I will 
« lead him alſo, and reſtore comforts unto + 
« him,” &c. Lam. li. 31, 32. The Loa 
« will not caſt off for ever: but though 
<« he cauſe grief, yet he will: have com- 
<« paſſion according to the. multitude of. bis 
© mercies.* Hof. vi. 1, 2, 3. Come and 
let us return unto. the Lorp : for he 
ce hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
ſmitten, and he will bind us up.— After 
« two days will he revive us, and the- 
<« third day * he will raiſe us up, and we 
« ſhall we | in his ſight. — Then ſhall- we 
„ know, if we follow on to know the 
« LoRD: his going forth is prepared as 
the morning, and he ſhall come unto us 
«- as Ibe ruin, as the latter and former rain 
L 6 t an 
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* to the earth.“ Fohn xiv. 18. © will 
« not: leave you comfortleſs, I will come 
% unto you.“ When I have neglected 
my watch, and fallen, and been unſtedfaſt 
in covenant with Gop, I will not deſpair, 
but look to Gop in CHRIS TH, that he would 
pardon my fin, grant me repentance, and 
reſtore me. The covenant of grace admits. 
uf repentance after ſin. Lev. xxvi. 21, 
40, 41, 42. If ye walk contrary unto 
c me, and will not hearken unto me, I 
vill bring ſeven times more plagues upon 
+; you, according to your fins, —If they 
all confeſs their iniquity, &c. and 
„ that alſo. they have walked contrary 
* unto me—and that I alſo have walked: 
*- contrary unto them, and have brought 
them into the land of their enemies; if 
& then their uncircumciſed hearts be hum-- 
+ bled, and they hen accept of the puniſh- 
ment of their iniquity — then will 1 
&< remember my covenant, &c, — and I 
will remember the land.” Read the 
whole chapter. Yea Gop hath exalted. 
* Car1sT. to give repentance,” Acts v. 31. 
hath. promiſed to “ heal backſlidings,“ 
Hof. xiv. 4. invites backſliders to return, 
Fer! iii. 1. 12, 13, 14. Thou haſt played 
<« the harlot with many lovers, yet return 
* again to me, faith the LoxD—go and 
— proclaim thefe words—and ſay, 2 

thou 
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thou bac kſliding rae, ſaith the-Lorp,. 
« and 1 will not cauſe. mine anger to fall 
« upon you; for I am merciful, faith the 
„ Loa p, and I will not keep anger for 
« ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, 
that thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt the 
« Logp: THY God, and hath ſcattered thy 
« ways to the ſtrangers under every green 
tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice 
« Turn, O backſliding children, ſaith the 
* Los, for I am married unto you, and I 
will take you, one of a city and #90 of. 
a family, and 1 will bring you to Zion”? 
How did David behave himſelf when 
“ iniquities prevailed againſt: him?“ he 


goeth to Gop © to purge away his tranſ- 


4 greſſions, P/. Ixv. 3. he makes ſup- 
plication to Gop that he would not < caſt 
« him out of his preſence,” P.. li. 11. 
he confeſſes his ſin, and Gop pardons him, 
Pſ. xxxii. g. *I acknowledged my ſin unto 
e thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid: 
& I ſaid, I will confeſs my tranſgreſſions 
« unto the Lorp, and rhou forgaveſt the 
„ iniquity of my ſin.” Which ſhould 
encourage all the godly, when they have 
fallen, to return unto the Lok p; ver, 6. 
„ For this ſhall: every one that is go 
c pray unto thee in a time when thou mayſt 
« be found.” St. John lays ſtrict charge 
upon believers, that they /n not; but 
| in 
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in caſe of ' fin he would not have them 
deſpair. 1 Jobn ii. 1, 2. „ My little chit 
< dren, thele things write I unto you, that 
* 7 in not. And if any man fin, we 
& have an advocate with the FATHER, 
* |JesU$ CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS—and he 
« 15 the propitiation for our ſins.” — Solomon 
prayed to this purpoſe, 1 Kings viii. 46 to 
50. If they. ſin againſt thee (for there 
is no man that ſinneth not) and thou be 


angry with them, and deliver them to 


* the enemy, ſo that they carry them away 
« captives unto the land of the enemy, far 
4 or, near, yet if they ſhall bethink them- 
„ ſelyes in the land whither they were car- 
« ried captives, and repent and make ſup- 
« plication unto. thee, in the land of them 
“ that carried them captives, ſaying, We 


* have ſinned and done perverſely, we 


&« have committed wickedneſs; and ſo 
« return unto thee with all their hea 
« and all their foul, in the land of ches 


enemies, and pray unto thee towards 


« their land which thou gaveſt unto their 
«. fathers; then hear thou their prayer 
« and their ſupplication in heaven thy 
« dwelling place, and maintain their 
« cauſe, and forgive thy people that have 
« ſinned againſt thee, and all their tranſ- 
« prefſions wherein they have tranſgreſſed 
« againſt thee.” And Gop accepted = is, 

E | ap. 
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chap. ix. 3. And the Lon p faid winto- 
« him, I have. heard thy prayer and thy 
« ſapplication, that thou haſt made before 
« me.” When therefore thou haſt fallen; 
O my ſoul, by thine iniquity, and Gop- 
hies his face, and withdraws his gracious 
preſence, let © thy uncircumciſed heart be 
% humbled—accept of the puniſhment of 
« thy ſin;“ turn unto the Loxp and ſay, 
« Take away all iniquity, and receive me 
„ graciouſly, ſo will I praiſe thee.” - Hof: 
xiv. 2. Let not thy falls cauſe thee to 
depart from the living Gop. '< Tho? thou 
« haſt played the harlot with many lovers, 
« yet the Loxp calls thee. to return,” 
Jer. iii. 1. Gop commands. us to: for- 
give our brother ſeven times a day, if he 
L return and repent,” Luke xvil. 4. Yea 
not only “ ſeven times, but ſeventy times 
« ſeven.” Mat. xvili. 21, 22. And will 
not Gop much more forgive us, thou 
we fall oft, if we return and ſeek his face, 
ſeeing his ways are far above our ways.“ 
J. lv. . e 


EXPERIENCE (XV; 


Having found much formality in my 
duties on the ſabbath, and ſeeing myſelf 
loſt in them, I put the queſtion to my 
foul, What if thou die this night? What 
| ys 1 
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is thy hape? How wilt thou appear before 
Gonk Righteouſneſs of chin —_—_ thou 
haſt none to truſt to; thou ſeeſt how thou 
ſinneſt every day, and how full of ſin thy 
beſt duties are — Upon this enquiry, the 
good Spixrr of Gop brought to my re- 
membrance 1 Cor. i. 30. Gon hath made 
CrnrisT- unto us righteouſneſs 4” and Fer: 
xxili. 6. This is the name by which he 
«ſhall be called, 2b“ Lord [orig. IEHOo- 
©, van] ouR righteouſneſs,” which was. 
comfort to me; and enquiring what war- 
rant I had to believe myſelf a fharer in 
this, and that I ftand accepted of Gon by 
virtue of this righteouſneſs, I ſaw from 
Nom. iii 21, 22. that this righteouſneſs 
« is unto and upon all that believe.“ Now 
through the Loxp's goodneſs, and to his. 
praiſe be it ſpoken, I have oftimes found 
my heart (not only to long after pardon 
and renovation, but) to truſt in CHRIST, 


and in G0 through him, for pardoning 


mercy and renewing grace, and all other 
good things. Eo N 


Exp ERIEZN CE XVI. 


I found the Lorp graciouſly. preſent 
with me in my morning meditation on my 
bed, and my ſoul was much refreſhed 


with Mr. Simond's ſermon. Gop ſpake a 
. ſuitable 
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ſuitable. word by him to my foul; from 
Mat. xv. 2/3. But he anſwered her not a 
« word,” —Gop may ſometimes. defer to 
give an anſwer to a gracious and well qua- 
lified prayer; 1. to correct our deafneſs 
to his voice; 2. to put us upon more 
earneſt ſeeking of him; 3. to exerciſe and 
try our graces, —Gop- proportions mereies 
according to his delays, ſo they are the 

reater when given in. Sarah tarried long 
12 a ſon, and then had an Jſaac - ſo did 
Hanneh, but then had a Sanmel - ſo Eliza- 
beth, but then had a Joby. My heart 
rejoiced at this, hoping that Gop would 
give an high degree of brokenneſs of heart 
in his own due time, though at preſent my 
heart was hard; and I remembered how 
hard Mr. Bradford's heart was once, to his 
own ſenſe; and how emincnt he was after- 
wards for tenderneſs ; as Mr. Fox relates. 
-Gop was very good this day. But O, 
how vile and ſinful was I! I felt a very 
proud vain-glorious heart, both in hear- 
ing and after ſermon was done; but the 
Lon chaſtiſed me for it: for at night, 
when J preached in the chapel, the Loxp 
forſook me; I found no aſſiſtance of his 
SPIRIT either in prayer or preaching; but 
was much confounded in both; my 
little or no ſenſe of the things I ſpake of, 


or prayed tor. | 
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Me read of Naaman *, that he expected 
a miraculous way of cure, I. thought 
<< (/aid he) he will ſurely come out and 
„ ſtand, and call on the name of the 
« Lord His Gop, and ſtrike his hand 
« over the place, and recover the leper.” 
So have I found myſelf apt to expect that 


the SpirrT of Gop ſhould mortify and 
ſubdue fin in me, without my ſtriving 


againſt it. But I have learned, it is the 
will of Gop that I ſhould ſtrive againſt ſin, 
as well as pray and wait for his SpirIT. 
God's “working in us to will and to do,” 
excludes not our endeavouring, Phil. ii. 
12, 13. Work out your own ſalvation 
« with fear and trembling, for it is Gop- 
«which worketh in you both to will and. 
« to do of his good pleaſure.” 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. Having theſe promiſes, let us 
„ cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of 
<« the fleſh and ſpirit.” - 


ExPERITIENCE XVII. 


l 'was immoderate in the uſe of the crea- 

tures; and though checked and reproved 

from. within, yet I perſiſted. At night, 
when I walked in my chamber, conſide 10S 
| what 
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what I had done, I was ſad, and ſaid to 
Gov, «© Lorp I have rebelled againſt thee.” 
I had no ſooner ſaid it in my heart, but 
immediately that word was brought to me, 
Dan. ix. 9. To the Loxp our Gop be- 
« long mercies and forgiveneſſes (he will 
forgive again and again) & though we have 
„ rebelled againſt him.” O the wone 
derful goodneſs of Gon! Be amazed, O 
my ſoul, at this love. Now I ſaw the 
promiſe, Ita. bxv. 24. Before they call, 
« I will anſwer, and while they are yet 
„ ſpeaking, I will hear,” made good to 
me. In the evening on my bed' confider- 
ing on this love of Gop, whence it ſhould 
come to pals that the Loxp ſhould deal 
thus graciouſly with me, it was anſwered 
me from Mic. vil. 18. « He paſſeth by 
the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of 
“ his heritage, becauſe he delighteth in 
« mercy.” Next morning, at my / firft 
awaking, the Spixrr of Gop brought that 
ſcripture into my thoughts, Pſa. Ixv. 3. 
<« Iniquities prevail againſt me, as for our 
« tranſgreſſions, thou ſhalt purge them 
% away: it came to me with ſome life and 
power, and was very ſuitable to my con- 
dition. O the goodneſs of Gop !] the 
riches of his grace! that he ſnould ſo ſoon 
come to my relief, and raiſe my ſoul by 
1 ; | rr bs | | 17 71511 his 
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his promiſe; this is mercy never to be for- 
gotten. | pp 


- 


ExPtRIENCE XVIII. ti 


In meditation, I found the Lox p draw- 
ing forth my heart to cloſe with CHRIST. 
I -was convinced that Gop was willing to 
beſtow his Son upon me; becauſe he did 
not only invite me, Iſa. Iv. 1. Ho, 
every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
„waters, and he that hath no money; 
«* come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy 
«* vine and milk without money and with- 
* out price;“ and commanded me, 1 John 
it.'23. This is his commandment, that 
e ſhould believe on the name of his 
Son 'Jesvs CHRIST,“ but even beſeech 
and intreat me to receive CR ISTH: 2 Cor. 
v. 20. As though Gop did beſeech you 
by us, we pray you in CHRISr's ſtead, 
« be ye reconciled unto Gon.” I was 
further convinced of Gop's real intention 
of giving me his Sox, from his patient 
waiting and 1 in expecting my 
return: even much deafneſs to the 
voice of his Spiair, and dallying with his 
ace, the ftill effers his Sow to me; yea, 
preſſes in upon me with the renewin 

. which 


have quenched. Now whence is all _ | 
uc 


p. I EXPERIENCE XIX. 267 


but from the love and mercy of Gop, 

that he ſnould be thus willing to have me 
take his Sow? Now who am I, that I 
ſhould withſtand Gop'?? Why ſhould I 
forſake my own mercies? Lok, thou 
haſt ſnewn me, that my former revoltings 
ſhall not hinder this thy mercy, if I will 
acknowledge my fin, renounce myſelf, 
return unto thee, and embrace thy Sox. 
Jer. iii. 12, 13. Return, thou backſlid- 
„ ing Ifracl, ſaith the Loxb, and I will 

<« not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you; 
% for I am merciful} {aith the Lok D, and 
„will not keep anger for ever; only 
«© acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou 
« haſt tranſgreſſed againſt the Loxp thy 
Go, and haſt ſcattered thy ways to the 
ſtrangers under every green tree, and ye 
<« have; not obeyed my voice, ſaith the 
„ Lonb.“ O. Lob, I thankfully accept 
thy offer of grace; I come unto thee, O 
give me thy Sox, behold I give thee my- 
ſelt. Let me be eſpouſed to the Lorp 
IJxsus; I am willing, through grace, to 
take up my croſs, to _ ml . to 
amn | 


Exrr ER IEN CE XIX. 


Having ſet apart this day to ſeek the 


Loro. and ta humble my ſoul before him, 
I could 
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I could not get my heart to be afflicted 
and mourn under ſin, but found much 
lightneſs in prayer, the Lord hid his face, 
and did not come into my poor ſoul with 
his quickening preſence: ſo that I lay in a 
poor, deſolate, forſaken condition, under 
much confuſion; yet in the evening, a 
little before going to bed, ſeeking the 
Lon p again, I was revived in reading 
Pſ. xl. eſpecially ver. 17. I am poor 
« and needy, yet the Loxp thinketh upon 
% me: thou art my help and deliverer, 
make no tarrying, O my Gon.” And 
next morning, in reading Pf. ix. 10. 18. 
„Thou, Loxrp, haſt not forſaken them 
<< that ſeck thee ; the needy ſhall not alway 
* be forgotten, the expectation of the poor 
„ ſhall not periſh for ever;” I was there- 
by encouraged ſtill to wait and hope. O 
Los p, I have ſought thee, withhold: not 
thy tender mercies from me. How long 
wilt thou hide thy face from me! O 
when wilt thou come unto me! Make 
haſte to help me, O my Gop. I am poor 
and needy, O let me not be forgotten for 
ever; let not my expectation periſh for 
ever. And now, O Lorp, what is my 
expectation? It is even this, the giving in 
of mercy and grace through the Logp 
J=svs, pardoning mercy and renewing 
grace. It is the pouring out of * 
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the taking away the heart of ſtone, and | 
iving an heart of fleſh ;- it is an heart to 
Lade thee, to fear thee, to love thee, and 


obey thee, &c. 
ExPERIENCE XX. 


Being in trouble and diſtreſs of ſpirit, 
becauſe the Loxp hid his face, and with. 
drew himſelf from me, I went in the po- 
verty of my ſpirit to Trinity lecture, and 
with ſome expectation of meeting Gop in 
his own ordinance. The Loxp was gracious 
to me, and ſpake comfort to me from his 
word. I ſee it is good to wait upon Gop ; 
though he ſend the rich empty away, yet 
he filleth the hungry with good things. 
My ſoul was glad and rejoiced for a ſeaſon. 
But going into the country the ſame day, 
among friends and a variety of worldly 
affairs, I loſt ſomewhat of the ſavour and 
reliſh which the good word of Gop leſt 
upon me: and I found palpably my foul 
reſting in thoſe comforts which I had re- 
ceived, and growing ſecure and careleſs ; 
from whence the Loip gave me this in- 
ſtruction, that I am a poor ſilly wretch, 
knowing neither how to want, nor how to 
abound ; apt to murmur and repine in 
ſtraits, and to be lifted up and grow ſecure 
in enlargements. O Lord! in every con- 
| ditio: 535 
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dition, I need thy grace to teach me how 
to behave myſelf. O ſnew me thy way, 
and lead me therein, for thy name's. ſake. 
Alſo the Lonp taught me hence, that J 
| ought to he patient under his hands when 
he hideth his face, and to reſign up my 
will to his will, in as much as I do not 
know what 1s good tor myſelf. The Lorp 
ſees I ſhould be worſe, it may be, if I en- 
joyed more than I do, and therefore in 
wiſdom and mercy keeps me in a low 
condition, 
My. confuſion ſometimes has been ſo 
great, and I have been ſo unſettled, and 
at ſuch a loſs in my ſoul, that I knew not 
What to do; all e workings have 
been queſtioned, and judged as nothing. 
In the hour of ſuch temptation, the Lonp 
taught me, beſides prayer and ſrarching 
into my ſoul, to have recourſe to former 
experiences, Pſ. Ixxvii. 10, 11. © I will 
& remember the years of the right hand 
« of the moſt High—I will remember the 
« work of the Log, ſurely I will remem- 
<« ber thy, wonders of old.” And Pia. Ixxxv. 


throughout. | 


r* — 
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I bewailed it before Gop, that I was 


{till at a loſs to know, Whether I loved 
3 him. 
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him. And after prayer, I read 1 John 
chap. ii. and was made in a more ſpecial 
manner to take notice of v. g. Whoſo 
« keepeth his word, in him verily is the 
« love of Gop perfected.“ Methought I 
ſaw God anſwering my prayer, and tell- 
ing me out of this word of mis, that I 
loved him. In him verily (ay08g) it is a 
ſure ſign of love to Gop, we need not 
doubt it, if we keep his word. Now if 
I know my own heart, I deſire ſo to do, 
If the love of Gop be perfected in him 
that keeps his-word, then ſurely it is begun | 
in him that deſires and endeavours ſo to 
keep it. 


EXPERIENCE XXII. 


The Loap helped me with tears to 
bewail mine abominations, even my ori- 
ginal and actual ſins, my formality, earth- 
lineſs, alienation from him, &c. therein 
he did remember and fulfil that gracious 
promiſe,  Ezek, xxxvi. 31. Ye ſhall 
« remember your own evil ways, and 
« your doings that were not good; and 
% ſhall loath yourſelves in your own ſight, 
“ for your iniquities and for your abomi- 
„ nations.” I found godly ſorrow ſweet, / 
not only in the root and fountain thereof, 

MM "IM 
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(it being a covenant bleſſing) but 1 in the 
very actings of it 

In the evening, upon my bed, the 
Lonp did gracioufly melt my heart in the 
| fight of ſin, under this conſideration, that 
it was againſt infinite love. I was aſhamed, 
confounded, and abaſhed, becauſe I had 
ſo long ſlighted, neglected, rebelled againſt 
a Gop or Lovz; my ſoul even trembled 
at it. 

Having been with one under great 
temptations, and hearing of another un- 
der a wounded ſpirit, my heart was melted 
in prayer, whilſt I was praiſing Gov for 
his long patience in the days of my ſin- 
ning, and his gentleneſs and tenderneſs 
towards me in my converſion. 

I found my heart drawn out to a re- 
cumbence- on Jzsvs CHRIST: 1 „ The 
Sprr1T ſaith Come,” Rev. i. 17. CHRIST 
ſaith Come, John vii. 377%. And the Fa- 
THER ſaith Come, Mat. xxii. 4+ And 
who am I, Logo, that I ſhould gainſay 
ſach invitations? Behold, Loxp, I come, 
and put my truſt in THEE, | 


„ n BA. os 2 1 6 Wa... 3 _ 


* In the laft We that great Cle of the feaſt, 
Jesus ſtood and cried, “ If any man thirſt, let 
% him come unto ME, and drink,” © | 

+ Come unto the martiage. 74 
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1 preached twice, and had very gra- 
cious aſſiſtance, much beyond expectation; 
In the week before, I was much indiſ- 
poſed, and could not get my heart to a 
ſettled meditation of what I was to ſpeak. 
I was under a great ſenſe of my impo- 
tence, and laboured in the fire till Satur- 
day afternoon ; when I cried to the Lorp, 
he was gracious to me, and anſwered me. 
After my work was over, I was much 
aſſaulted with ſpiritual pride. I faw 
plainly, the reaſon of Gop's delaying 
his aſſiſtance, and giving me ſuch ſenſe 
of my weaknels, was to keep me hum- 
ble. Every way, O Lord! I fee my 
own vileneſs; when thou withdraweſt from 
me, then my heart dieth, and my ſtrength 
fails, and I am ready to be froward. When 
thou enlargeſt me, then am I ready to be 
puffed up. O pardon, and purge away 
all my fin for thy name's ſake. b 

In ſinging the xvth pſalm, I found 
comfort; my conſcience bearing me wit- 
neſs that I laboured after thoſe things 
which are ſet down there as characters of 
a citizen of the new Jeruſalem, 


M 2 


[ 268 ] '- "Wk 
EXPERIENCE XXIV. 


I had ſweet meditations upon my bed; 
I found Gop in my morning prayer alſo 
in private, and aſſiſtance in preaching ;* 
but not ſuch an influence of the ſpirit in 
public prayer, as I have ſometimes found; 
yet I had begged of Gop, that he would 
give me his preſence in public, as a token 
that he accepted of me and my work; 
but he withdrew. I feared hereupon, that 
I had tempted Gov, and ſinned in begging 
new ſigns of his favour, when I had ſuch 
great experience of his goodneſs many 
times before. — Lord, forgive the ſin of 
thy ſervant. | 

Examining myſelf about a work of 

race, I had ſome comfort from Pſa. xl. 8. 
„ delight to do thy will, O my Gor: 
« yea, thy law is within my heart.” — 
Delight in doing the will of Gop is an 
argument of the law written in the heart; 
now I found that I had delight, eſpecially 
in ſome duties, as viſiting the ſick, com- 
forting of diſtreſſed conſciences, &c. 

I was ſomewhat terrified from that word 
in Job xlii. 7. The Lorp faid to Eli- 
4e pbax, &c,—My wrath is kindled againſt 
« thee, and againſt thy two friends; for 
„ ye have not ſpoken of Mx he thing that 

46 z5 
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« ig right” — I was afraid, leſt in my 
preaching I ſhould ſometimes ſpeak thoſe 
things of Gop that were not right: and 
ſoon after going to prayer, I was in time 
of prayer comforted from John xvi. 13. 
« The SpirIT ſhall guide you into 411 
e truth.” 


ExXPERIENCE XXV. 


I found the Lord very much anſwering 
my prayer, in giving very gracious and 
powerful aſſiſtance both in prayer and 
preaching, at Trinity Lefure on Sabbath- 
day. I may ſay as Jabex, 1 Chron. iv. 10. 
« And Fabez ſaid, O that thou wouldeſt 
« bleſs me indeed, and be with me. — 
And God granted my requeſt; and that 
which added to the mercy was, Gop kept 
me humble after this enlargement. 

I had a very evident anſwer of prayer 
I was at a pinch for ſome money; I beg- 
ged of Gop that I might be ſupplied ; 
and that afternoon, one to whom 1 had 
lent a little money, brought it me; which 
was enough for my preſent neceſſities. 
The circumſtances were very remark- 
able—I ſought the Loo alſo to be with 
the pariſh in the choice of their church- 
wardens ; and there were thoſe two choſen, 
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whom, if I had had tlie nomination, I 
ſhould have choſen — 


EXPERIENCE XXVI. 
1 kept a diy of faſt to the LoxD. I 


found Gop graciouſly with me in prayer. 
The chief thing I propounded was, to 
ſeek direction as to my preaching on 
week days. Among other things, I beg- 
ged of Gon a ſupply of my wants, being 
in ſome ſtraits for want of money—T hat 
very night, one brought me ten ſhillings, 
for preaching a funeral ſermon, which I 
expected not; and the next morning, the 
church-wardens of St. Andrew's parith 
brought me ſeven pounds and upwards ; 
whereby I was ſufficiently ſupplied. I 
could not but take notice of an evident 
anſwer of prayer, and a fulfilling of that 
promiſe, Prov. xxviii. 27. He that 
giveth unto the poor, ſhall not lack. 


ExXPERIENCE XXVII. 


Being fad and dejected, becauſe I had 
ſinned at a time I was under the afflicting 
hand of Gop, I was very much revived by 


| { 1. vii. 17, 18, © For the iniquity, &c.— 
4. was I wroth, and {mote him] hid me— 
and he went on frowardly in the way of 


„his 
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« his heart — I have ſeen his ways, and 
« will heal bim: I will lead him allo, 
« and reſtore comforts unto him,” &c. 
Having afterwards ſinned again, and been | 
overpowered. by a corruption which had 
often prevailed over me, I was cauſed to 
obſerve from that ſcripture farther, that 
it was not only a ſingle act of lin which) 
was committed, but he went on 80 
« in the way of his heart;” and Gop faith, 
4 J have SEEN HIS WAYS, and I WILL. HEAL | 
« HIM.“ It was a ſtay to my faith.— | 
Here I obſerve what I Do often found, 
viz. 1, Dejection is a fore-runner of con- 
ſolation. Seldom have I had trouble upon 
my ſpirit, but if I have eyed and followed 
after Gop, he hath took it off by ſome 
word of promiſe. 2. The obſerving and 
pondering of every word and circumſtance 
in a promiſe is of great uſe ; as it has 
been to me. 3. Gon opens his promiſes 
gradually; ſometimes hinting and dif- 
covering one thing, and then another, in 
the promiſe. 

Being foiled by ſin, I was raiſed to my * 
fo mer hope and affiance in Gop, by Phil. | 
i. 6. The apoſtle's conripgnce was not 
on their fidelity, but on God's, © that ue 
would perform what he had begun ;” and 
faith, “ until the day of Jesvs Cars,” 
rather than until the day of their death;. 

M 4 (probably), 
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(probably) becauſe he was confident, not 
only for the Philippians; but for all the 
children of Gor, till the coming of Carisr. 

Being another time foiled with the ſame 


corruption, and my heart ſinking in a 


— 


o 
Kr. . 


— 


deſpondent frame, I was much revived 
from Jam. iv. 5, 6. * The ſpirit that 
dwelleth in us, luſteth to envy, but he 
(Gon) giveth more grace ;” — where I ſaw, 
that even our ſtrongeſt fins, ſuch as our 
corrupt natures are moſt prone to, and 
are deeply rooted in our hearts and ſpirits, 
are conquerable by Gop's grace. | 
Being troubled that I had ſinned againſt 
Gop under his correcting hand, and hav- 
ing thereby loſt my former comfort which 
Gop had ſpoken to my ſoul after my 
former backſlidings; I ſighed over the 
at treachery and unſtedfaſtneſs of my 
eart; and caſting about in my thoughts 
where I ſhould find a ſuitable word to fix 
on: Gop brought to my remembrance, Iſa. 
xlvüli. 8, 9. I knew that thou wouldeſt 
% deal very treacheroyſly, and waſt called 
<« a tranſgreſſor from the womb. — For my 
« name's ſake will I defer my anger, and 
«for my praiſe will I refrain for thee, that 
] cut thee not off.” While I was mu- 
ling and pondering hereon, and new hope 
put into me, the Loxp let in further com- 
tort from v. 10—11, which is rendered 


by 
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by Piſcator, « Behold, I WILL REINE | 
ce thee, and I WILL MAKE thee a cHoice | 


« oneE in the furnace of afflition—for | 
« mine own ſake, even for mine own ſake 


« ILL I ro 1IT;” which gave me abun- 
dant refreſhment, and did marvelouſfl 

ſtrengthen my hope in G0p.— He 91 
this note; ** This was given me in, when I 
e had ſet apart ſome time to humble my 
«& $000” 


ExPERIENCE XXVIII. 


I ſet apart a day for faſting and prayer, 
in behalf of my daughter, that had been 
ſo long ſick. And in the evening had my 
FAITH revived, from Ja. xliv. 3. I will 


% pour MY SPIRIT upon #hy ſeed,” &. 


Two days after, 1 began the day with 
diſcourſe with ſome friends, before I had 
been at my private communion with Gop; 
I met with a gentle rebuke from the- pro- 
vidence of Gop, in my family affairs: 
and my heart was flat In family duty, and 
ſtraitened in private. I took this as an 
item to begin with Gor, before I converſe 
with men. In the evening Gop came in, 
graciouſly to me, in my family exerciſe. 
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* x: Lord's Day, I was much dif- 
d in my ſpirit in the morning, by 
— of a foil ſin had given me the even- 
ing before. Satan would have beat me off 
from preaching, &c. Sc. but I perform- 
ed my morning exerciſe, and continued 
dejected till the evening; and then, in 
family prayer, Gop graciouſly revived me 
with that promiſe, Hoſea xi. 10. They 
„ ſhall walk after the Lord“ -in connec- 
tion with verſe 7.) © My people are bent to 
« backſliding from me; though they call- 
« ed them to the moſt High, none at all 
« would exalt him.” —Where two things 
were a great relief to my faith; 1ſt. Gov 
promiſes they ſhould walk after him, not- 
withſtanding their | habitual proneneſs to 
backſlide from Gop. 2d. Notwithſtand- 
ing their refuſing to exalt the Logo, 
thouzh called to it. Vet within a little 
time I was again foil:d by my corruption 
which made mne fee what a poor creature 
I was, if left of God to myſelf. 


EXPERIENCE XXX. 


At Avia at night—ry daugiter tied: 
after a long ſickneſs. Gop gave me ſeve- 
| ral 
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ral opportunities of recommending her 

ſoul to him in prayer: at ſome whereof 
my heart was much affected, and my faith 

and hope acted on Go, tor the eternal. 
ſafety of her ſoul; which made her depar- 
ture eaſy to me.* My grounds were, Cen. 
xvii. 7. I vill eflabliſh My COVENANT,. 
« between thee and thy feed after thee, to 

© be a GOD UNTO THEE AND TO THY SEED- 
«© AFTER THEE, I conſidered that this. 
covenant is to give life. Malach. ii. 3. My 
covenant was with him of liſe and peace. 
And whereas the thoughts of the child's 
original and actual ſins, as frowardneſs, 
&c. might make me fearful of its eſtate; 

it was brought to my mind that the cove- 

nant is to give c pardon of ſins, Heb. viii. 10, 1 1. 

« This is the covenant that I will make 
„they ſhall not teach every man his bro-- 

« ther, ſaying, Know the Lox D: for. al] 
« ſhall know Me, from the leaſt to the: 

* greateſt.” And whereas faith and rege-- 
neration are neceſſary to lalvation, I con-- 
ſidered farther, that the covenant is to give 
all things neceſſary to ſalvation. 2 Sam. xxii. 

3. Tris is all my ſalvation.” Beſides: 
the conſideration of the covenant, Gop gave; 


M 6 me: | 
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*. T his will be found very uſeful and tic to 
godly mourning parents, in the ſame concern for their: 
chilaren, and perhaps, in the very circumtances.. 
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me othet encouragements to hope in refe- 
rence to my child; as from Mat. xix. 14. 
« Suffer little children to come unto me.” 
And from obſerving how prevalent faith 
and prayer is with Gop, for the remiſſion 
of fins, and ſalvation of others as well as 
our own ſouls. Mat. ix. 2. ( Jeſus ſeeing 
« their faith, ſaid, Son, be of good cheer, 
« thy ſins be forgiven thee.” $9 1 John 
v. 16. If a man fee his brother fin a fin 
&« which is not unto death, he ſhall aſk of 
« Gop, and He Hall give him life.” Now 
I conſidered, that though my child had 
ſins incident to childhood, yet it had not 
ſinned the fin unto death; and therefore I 
concluded, that if I aſked of Gop, he 
would give it life; Jam. v. 13. The 
< prayer of faith ſhall ſave the ſick, and 
« if he hath committed fins they ſball be 
« forgiven him.” Mat. xv. 22, 28. Have 
« mercy on me, O Lord, &c. my daugh- 
« ter is grievouſly vexed—Jeſus anſwered 
« —O woman, great is thy faith: be it 
t unto thee even as thou wilt. And her 
« daughter was made whole from that 

« very hour.” 8 8 Be 
The woman of Canaan's faith and prayer 
availed with CHRIST, for the caſting the 
Devil out of her daughter. Now Gop 
helping me to act faith for my child, upon 
the account of his covenant, and ſtirring 
a me 
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me by His Spit often to pray for my 
child, I was thereby encouraged to hope 
for its ſalvation, 

— The ſame day; the ſmall pox began 
to appear upon my ſiſter. I knew not 
what breaches Gon might be about to 
make in my family ; but as I was hear- 
ing the word, the miniſter's treating on 
Govp's intention to glorify himſelf by all 
afflictions that he laid upon his people, 
from that ſcripture, Iſa. v. 15, 16. And 
« the mean man ſhall be brought down, 
e and the mighty man ſhall be humbled — 
« But the Loxp oy HosTs ſhall be exalted 
© 79 judgment,” &ec. This word ſatisfied 
me, that whatever judgments Gop ſhould 
bring upon me or my famuy, he would exalt 
and glorify his own name by them. Here- 
upon I ſubmitted and reſigned up myſelf 
to Gon, to do with me and mine what he 
pleaſed. 
| Yer I was then under the ſenſe of ſin, 
which weakened my faith, and made me 
fearful I ſhould not bear up chearfully if 
I ſhould be viſited while under the ſenſe 
of guilt. But I was much encouraged in 
meditation from Mich. vu. 8, 9. When 
« ] fit in darkneſs, the Logp will be a 
« light unto me.” This faith they held 
when their affliction was attended with the 
ſenſe of fin; for it followeth, I whe bear 

Al c the 
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« the indignation. of the I.oa D, becauſe I 
&« have ſinned. againſt him.” I was alſo 
much encouraged by the promiſes that I 
had collected to comfort myſelf with, when 
J was in danger of contagious diſcaſes.z 
eſpecially thoſe two, viz, Pſal. xli. 12. 
f « As for me, thou ſetteſt me before thy 
“ face for ever:“ and this was when „an 
« evil diſeaſe cleaved faſt unto him,” v. 8. 
which was the fruit of his fin, v. 4. Heal 
« my foul, for I have ſinned.” P/. xxxviii. 
5—7. + My wounds are corrupt, and 
<« there is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh.” 
Though in this viſitation he was afflicted 
with the ſenſe of ſin and of Gop's diſplea- 
fure, v. 1 to 4; * Rebuke me not in thy 
« wrath—in thy bot difpleaſure—thy hand. 
« preſſeth me ſore for mine iniquities are 
<« gone over mine head ;” — and was de- 
prived of the comfortable ſociety of his. 
relations and friends—v. 11. — “ My kinſ- 
« men ſtand afar off; yet he kept up. 
his hope in Gop—v. 15.—*< For in Tat, 
« O Lorp, do I hope; Thou wilt bear, 
« O Lon ux Gop”—and v. 22.“ _ 
« Lord my ſalvation.” A little while 
after, I had the ſenſe of guilt taken off 
while ſtudying my fermon, on The cre of: 
the fear of aeath.* | 
AG Bf left this, with three other manuſcripts, 4. 
fiened for the preſs : but wwhetber printed or. nat, 1. 
could never hear, | 


—— — — 
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— I ſaw the plague of my heart break- 
ing out. I argued againſt my corruption, - 
yet it overcame me, and led me captive. 
It wounded me, that I ſhould fin againſt. 
Gop even while under his correcting hand: 
My faith was revived by that ſcripture, 
Jaa. Ivii. 18.—* I have ſeen his ways, and 
« will heal him.” I was much encouraged 
from that word, I will heal him, which 
imports the ſubduing, as well as the par-- 
doning of fin, 


EXPERIENCE XXXI. 


I enjoyed the opportunity of the Logy's 
SUPPER : I found Gop gracious to me in 
preparation. In the morning, when I 
awaked, Gop brought to my remembrance 
Jer. ii. 32. © Can @ maid forget her orna- 
&« ments, or @ bride ber attire?” I con- 
ſidered I was to meet and ſup with 
Bridegreom, the Logp JEsus: and then 
conſidered what ornaments and attire would 
beſt pleaſe him, that I might put them on. 
And theſe were preſented to my thoughts, 
(ſome as I lay in bed, and ſome afterwards) 
as lovely and deſirable in the ſight of 
CHRIST F; which I determined to put on. 

— 1. The ornament of a meek and 
„ quiet ſpirit — in the ſight of Gop of 
“ great price.“ 1 Pet. ll, 4. 


2. Faith 
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— 2. Faith — Cant. iv. 9. Thou haſt 
2 raviſhed my heart with onz or THINE 
«. EYES. Faiih hath the office of an eye 
in the ſoul; John vi. 4.—*< Every one that 
& SEETH AND BELIEVETH.” Zeb. xii. 2. 
„ Lookinc unto JEtsvs.—” 

— 3. Love—Cant. iv. 10. “ How fair 
«.15 thy love, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe,” &c. 

— 4. Humiltty—Mat. xi. 29. Learn 
*« of me, for I am lowly in heart.” 

— 5. Self-denial, and forſaking of every 
thing that comes in competition with 
CuRIST. P/. xlv. 10, 11.“ Hearken, O 
« daughter, and conſider — forget thine 
« own people, and thy father's houſe. 
« $o ſhall the King mad deſire thy 


„ beauty.” 


— 6. An obediential frame of heart ; 
Mat. x. 20, 21. All theſe have I ob- 
« ſerved from my youth — Jzsvs behold- 
ing him, loved him.” 

— 7. An heart reſolved to hold and 
maintain frequent converſe and commu- 
nion with HIN; Cant. ii. 14. Let me 
« fee thy countenance, let me hear thy 
« voice; for ſweet is thy voice, and thy. 
« countenance is comely.“ 

— 8. Uprightneſs—Prov. xi. 20. Such 
& as are upright in their way, are His 


delight.“ 


9. A 


ke tia... wo, 
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— 9. A holy fear of Gop, and hope 
in his merey=—P/ cxIvii. 11. The Lorp 
« hath pleaſure in them that fear him, in 
« thoſe that hope in His mercy.” 

— 10. Fruitfulneſs — Cant. iv. 16. Let 
« my beloved come into His garden, 
« and eat his pleaſant fruits.” And chap. 


v. 1. I am come into my garden, my . 


* ſiſter, my ſpouſe; I have gathered my 
« myrrh with my ſpices,” &c. 
But though Gov graciouſly aſſiſted me 


in preparation, yet in the time of receiving, 


my heart was flat and dead. As ſoon as 
the ſacrament was ended, I retired to my 


. chamber to pray ; and as I was praying, 


that ſcripture was 3 to my remem- 
brance, Rom. iii. 
« belief make the faith of Gop of none 
effect? Gop forbid.” I argued thence, 
that the ſins of my holy things; my dead- 
neſs, and want of holy and due affections 
in time of receiving, ſhould not make void 
what Gop had promiſed, in and by this 
ordinance, but that the cup was to me 
the communion of the blood of CHa ist,“ 


and © the new teſtament in his blood; 
and the bread “ the communion of the 
e body of Carisr.” This did ſtrengthen | 
my faith, to depend upon Gop for he 
benefits ſignified, and ſealed by that ordi- 


nance, notwithſtanding the indiſpoſition of 


my heart in the time of recciving. 


&« Shall their un- 


— 
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As I was muſing on that rich promiſe 
made to Abraham, Gen. xv. 1. Fear 
. © not, Abraham, I am thy ſhield and thy 
r exceeding great reward; which is 
ſufficient to bear up the ſoul under the 
fear and danger of any evil, and againſt 
the loſs and want of any good things; 1 
conſidered what warrant I had to apply 
that ep and preſently that ſcripture 
was hinted to me, Gal. iii. 9, ©& they 
« which be of faith, are bleſſed with faith- 
ful Abraham.“ I was ſtrengthened and 
comforted by it. 
EI Vice, in this week, I obſerved that 
- ſetting upon worldly buſineſs (which 

1 haſtily upon me) before I had been 
at cloſet prayer, and performed my uſual 
meditations on the promiſes and covenant 
of Gob, my heart grew out of frame and 
unſavoury, and I was ſucceſsleſs on both days. 


ExPERIENCE XXXIII. 


Sabbath-day; at my entrance on my 
morning meditation on Gop's coyenant, I 
had a great combat in my ſpirit about my 
laying claim to Gop, as my Gop, having 
been lately foiled by my fins; but Gop 

= on helped 


/ 
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helped me, and ſhewed me out of his 
word, that I might and ought to keep my 
hold of Gop as my Gop, notwithſtanding 
my often backſlidings from him. Fer. ili. 
I. 5. 7. © Thou haſt played the harlot 
« with many lovers—yet return again to 
« me, faith the Loa D. - Behold thou haſt 
« ſpoken and done evil things as thou 
« couldeſt —And I ſaid, after ſhe had done 
&« all theſe things, Turn thou unto ME.”— 
Yer v. 19. ſays Gop, „ Thou ſhalt call 
& Me, my FArhrR, and ſhalt not turn 
« away from Me.” Hof. ii. 35. Their 
e mother hath played the harlot—hath 
« done ſhamefully — with v. 16.—* It 
„ ſhall be, ſaith the Loa p, that hen 
ſhalt call me Ii.“ (Heb. my huſband.) 

The ſame evening, conſidering how 
often and greatly I have ſinned, and yet I 
had been forgiven: I pondered on fat 
ſcripture, Luke vii. 47, 48. Wherefore, 
1 ſay unto thee, her fins which are many, 
are forgiven, for ſhe loved much—and 
« Heſaid unto her, thy ſins are forgiven,” 
—And ſaw that I had cauſe to love the 
Lorp much, becauſe I had much forgiven. 
And conſidering how I ſhould ſhew my 
love to Gop, and that much, theſe ſcrip- 
tures were hinted to me, P/. xl. 16. Let 
„ ſuch, as love thy name, ſay continually, 
the Lory be magnified.” Pſ. xcvii. 19. 

| (0 Ye, 
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« Ye, that love the Lokp, hate evil. ” 
John xiv. 10. „If ye love me, Keep my 
* commandments.” And Chap. xxi. 15, 
&c.—“ Simon, loveſt thou me 2—feed 

« lambs—feed my ſheep.” Loxp! help 
me thus to ſhew my love to thee, 


| EXPERIENCE XXXIV. 


- Having beenovertaken with the fin, which 
eaſily beſets me, and hath often foiled me, 
my ſpirit fell, and my faith flagged, and 
I could not look upon Gop with any bold- 
neſs—was indiſpoſed to prayer yet, in 
time of prayer, Gop magnified his free 
grace to me, and revived my ſoul, with 


that ſcripture, 1 Joby ii. 1, 2. If any man 


« ſin, we have an advocate, &c.” After 
I had ended my fupplications, I pondered 
on that ſcripture, and was comforted 
againſt the ſenſe of my ſin by the advocate- 


ip of Jesvs Cnrisr, who pleadeth his 


propitiatory ſacrifice as a ſatisfaction to his 
FaTaEeR's juſtice for the ſins of believers, 
as oft as they fall into them. And query- 


ing with myſelf, whether he would 


be an advocate to me, to plead for me, I 
was ſatisfied from that word, John vi. 37. 
« Him that cometh to me I will in no wiſe 


 « caſt out,” I was alſo further encouraged 


from Heb. vii. 23. Wherefore he is able 
| | « allo 


* 
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« alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſ# that 
« come unto Gop by Him, ſeeing he ever 
% liveth to make interceſſion for them.” 
J conſidered that the interceſſion of CuRIisr, 
anſwered all charges and accuſations that 
could be brought againſt thofe for whom 
he interceded. And that the interceſſion 
of ChRIS keeps us ſo firmly in the love of 
Gop, that nothing could be able to ſepa- 
rate us from it. Nom. vil. 34-5-8-9. 
« Who is he that condemneth, it is 
« CHkisr that died, yea, rather that is 
<« riſen again, &c. who alſo maketh in- 
* terceſſion. ” «© Who ſhall ſeparate 
« us from the love of CurisT? &c. 
« I am perſuaded that neither death, 
« nor life, nor angels, &c. nor any other 
creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us.”— 

I conſidered, further, that the perſons 
for whom He interceeded, were ſuch. “ as 
« came to Gop by Him: And that he 
interceded for them at all times; when th 
are fallen, as well as when they ſtand 
when they are in a dead, as when in a lively 
frame, for he ever livetb to make inter- 
ceſſion. After theſe Meditations my ſpirit 
revived. And notwithſtanding I was, 

before, bowed down under the ſenſe of 
guilt, I went with boldneſs to Gop, lean- - 
ing upon the MERITS AND INTERCESSION 
or Jesus CHRIST, | 


. 
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My ſpirit being bowed down with the 
ſenſe of guilt, becauſe I was foiled by a 
ſin againſt which I had prayed many years 
I was revived in reading in my courſe, 
2 Cor. xii. 7, 8, 9. And leſt I ſhould 
be exalted above meaſure, through the 


„ .abundance of the revelations, there was 


„given to me a thorn in the fleſh, the 
* meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, left I 


„ ſhould be exalted above meaſure.” 


For this thing I beſought the Logo 
e thrice, that it might depart from me.“ 

And he faid unto me, My grace is 
e ſufficient for thee : for my ſtrength is 
made perfect in weakneſs. Moſt gladly 
« therefore will I rather glory in my infir- 
% mities, that the power of CHrisT ma 
« reſt upon me.“ | | 

Whence I obſerved: 1. Gop fees it 
needful for ſome of his ſervants to meet 
with buffetting. 2. When Gop lets looſe 
any corruption, © a thorn in the fleſh,” or 
temptation, a meſſenger from Satan to 
“ buffet us,” it is to keep us humble, and 
from being exalted. 3. Gop ſuffers his 
faithful ſervants, ſometimes, to pray long 
againſt corruption, of temptation, and yer 
cannot get it removed. 4. Though my 


2 ſtrength 
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ſtrength was not ſufficient to reſiſt and 
overcome my fins, yet CarrsT's grace was 
ſufficient. Pay! was inſufficient to any 
gcod of himſelf, as I am; 2 Cor. iii. 9. 
« Not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves, 
« to think any thing as of ourſelves, but 
« our ſufficiency is of Gop.”—He had a 
body of fin and death as well as I, Rom. 
vii. 23-4. © 1 fee a law in my members 
« warring, &c.— Who ſhall deliver - 
e from the body of this death?“ 

And Satan aſſaulted him here as well as 
me, and, therefore, if Gop's grace was 
ſufficient for Paul, why not for me alſo ? 
What Gop ſpake to Paul, I apphed as 
ſpoken to me, according to Math. xxii. 31. 
—* Have ye not read that, which was 
fpsken unto you, by Gop,” &c. CrrrsT 
faith, what was ſpoken by Gop to Moſes, 
was ſpoken to them; though many hundred 
years after Moſes. 

Who would ever have thought that ſo 
many afflictions as David had ſuffered, ſo 
many mercies as he had received, fo many 
vows as he had made, ſo many pieces of 
holy ſcripture as he had proved, &c.— 
ſhould not have made him a whole man? 
Who would have dreamed, that after 
all this, ſo many dregs of adultery—c * 
treachery—of murder——(hodkd have been 
teft remaining in him, Yet, when David. 

. remitted 
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remitted his watch, over his own heart, how 
foully did as fall! | 

I was allo much comforted againſt the 
ſenſe of my ſin, from Ja. liv. 9. This is 
<< as the waters of Noah unto me: for as 
«© I have ſworn that the waters of Noah 
« ſhould no more go over the earth, ſo 
„ have I ſworn that I would not be wroth 
« with thee nor rebuke thee.” 1 looked 
upon mylelf as entitled to this promiſe, by 
virtue of what is ſaid, v. 17. This is the 
« Heritage of the ſervants of the Loa p. 
I conſidered, farther, that the covenant 
which Gop made with Noah, was con- 
firmed with an oath—made with a non 
obſtante multiplici peccato hominis—with a 
promiſe it ſhould ſtand valid, « notwith- 
« ſtanding the imaginations of man's heart 
« is evil from his youth.“ Gen. vii. 21.— 
I conſidered, further, that notwithſtanding 
the covenant with Noah, there might be 
immoderate rains, which might prove a 
great affiiftion, though there ſhould not be 


an wniverſal deluge. So, notwithitanding 


this oath of Gop, and his covenant with me, 
I might meet with temporary allicions z 
but I ſhould, by virtue of the covenant, be 
delivered from eternal wrath. Bleſſed be 
Gop, this ſcripture did much revive and 
comfort my ſoul. ' _ 

| ist Not- 


* 
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Notwithſtanding all - this goodneſs of 
God, I found my heart ſtill manifeſting its 
in-bred corruption, and I was foiled again 
by my ſin; which did much caſt me down, 
And being to draw nigh to Gop, at the 
Lord's table, I was much diſcouraged 
but before the bach came I was, in 
prayer, revived with Ja. li. 5 and 6. 
« But he was wounded for our tranſgreſ- 
« ſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities : 
<« the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
„ HIM, and by his ſtripes we are healed. — 
« All we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we 
e have turned every one to his own w, and 
« the Lonxp hath laid (Heb. made to meet) 
& on him the iniquities of xs all.” —Alſo in 
conference, by Math. xi. 28. Come 
« unto ME, &c,—T will give you reſt,” 
I found I was in a /abouring condition, and 
ſuch CHRIST invited. And alſo from P/. 
Ixv. 3, 4. Iniquities prevail againſt me: 
« as for our tranſgreſſions, rhou ſhalt 
« purge them away.” —Blefled is the man 
whom Thou chuſeſt, and canuſeth to ap- 
proach unto HERE. We ſhall be ſatisfied, 
&c.—David, when he found iniquity pre- 
vailing, did yet conclude, that upon his 
approaching to Gop 1n his ordinances, he 
ſhould be /atisfied. | 

In reading Luke viii. There met Him 
* a man that had devils @ long ume. 


N « Jesus 


Lag 
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« IxEsus aſked—What is thy name? and 
* he ſaid Legion, becauſe many devils had 
« entered into him.” I was encouraged 
to hope that the Loxp Jesvs would diſ- 
poſſeſs, and caſt out my ſins out of my 
ſoul, though they were many, and had 
poſſeſſed me a long time. For it is as eaſy 
for CHRIST to caſt a fin, as to caſt a devil 
Out. 

The Loxp warned me to take heed how 
I preſumed to fin againſt Him, upon 
account of any mercies and favours he 
had beſtowed upon me; or of any gifts 
or graces given me, from 2 Pet. ii. 4. If 
« Gop ſpared not the angels that ſinned, 
&« but caſt them down into hell,” &c.— 
The angels had been partakers of great 
goodneſs Gon had done for them, placed 
them in heaven—yet when they ſinned he 
did not ſpare them, but caſt them down to 
hell. O, my ſoul, © be not high-minded;“ 
do not preſume to ſin againſt Gop, but 
fear to offend him. 


EXPERIENCE XXXVI. 


Corruption having prevailed, I was indiſ- 
ſed to pray, and could not meditate. 
After 1 had been praying a ſecond time, tho 
with much flatneſs and diſtraction, Gop 
$6.18 A graciouſly 


] 
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iouſly revived my ſoul with Rom. vii. 23 
2.“ Iſee a law in my members, warring 
« againſt the law of my mind, and bring- 
e ing me into captivity to the law of ſin, 
« which is in my members, —I thank Gon, 
« through Jesus CnrisT.”—And Chap. 
viii. 1. There is therefore no condemna- 
& tion to them that are in CHRISTH Jesvs.” 

In the like caſe, Gop revived me 
with Ja. xlin. 24-5.—* Thou haſt made 
me to ſerve with thy ſins, thou haſt 
« wwearied me with thine iniquities.—l, even 
« I am ne that blotteth out thy tranſ- 
e greſſions for mine own ſake, and will 
e not remember thy ſins,” 

In the like caſe I was encouiaged 
from 1 Sam. xii. 20—22.. © And Samuel 
« ſaid unto the people, Fear not; ye have 
« done all this wickedneſs, yet turn not 
e aſide from following the Loxp—for the 
«© Lok will not forſake his people, for 
& HIS GREAT NAME's SAKE: becauſe it 
4 hath pleaſed the LoxD to make you his 
% people.“ And from Fer. xxxi. 37. 
« Thys ſaith the Lorp, if heaven above 
e can be meaſured, &c. I will alſo caſt off 
e all the feed of T/ae!l, for all that they 
% have done, ſaith the Loxp.“ Soon after 
I renewed my covenant with Gop, yet 
quickly found my treacherous heart de- 
parting from Riu, and revolting and 

N 2 relapſing 
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relapſing to ſin. Yet Gop ſtill comforted 
me with His word. Fer. xxxi. 31-3-4.— 
„ will make a new covenant. I will put 
„ my laws in their inward parts, and 
« write it in their hearts, and I will be 
<« their Gop, and they hall be my people 
„ they ſhall all know me from the leaſt 
« unto the greateſt, ſaith the Loxp: for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their ſin no more.” And 
Rem. xiv. 4. He ſhall be holden up, for 
“ Gop is able to make him ſtand.” Alt is 
ſpoken of him that is weak in the faith.“ 
v. 1. And encouraged me to hope for the 
acceptation of my perion and ſervices, from 
La. lvi. 6, 7. them “ that join themſelves 
“ to the Logp, to be his fervants—will I 
* bring to my holy mountain, and make 
« them joyful in my houſe of prayer 
de their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon 
% mine altar; for mine houſg ſhall be 
“ called a houſe of prayer for all people,” 
— Being a day of private humiliation, 
for my unprofitableneis under my affliction, 


* 


ſighing under my incorrigibleneſs, Go5 


minded me of Jer. xxxi. 18. 20. I have 
„ ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelt— 
„ ſince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly 
6 remember him f4// : therefore my bowels 
are troubled for him; I will ſurely have 
« mercy upon him, ſaith the Loo,” 
: "4 Which 
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Which much refreſhed me, and ſtrength- 
ened my faith. | 

— Having ſome days before felt much 
of the ſinfulneſs and filthineſs of my own 
heart; ſin not only ariſing, but leading me 
away captive; I was afraid, becauſe of my 
ſinfulneſs, Gop, being moſt holy, would 
caſt me out of his favour. But the Lok o 
inſtructed me from P/. Ixxxix. 30 to 35 v. 
* Tf his children forſake my law—then 
« will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the 
« rod—nevertheleſs, my loving kindneſs 
© will I not utterly take from him my 
« covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
6 thing that is gone out of my lips.”—— 
That his holineſs ſhould not deter me 
from expecting the accompliſhment of his 
promiſe, but rather encourage me to hope. 
For Gop had ſworn, by his holineſs © he 
« would not tate away his loving kindneſs, 
% nor alter his covenant; notwithſtanding 
4 he found fin.” = 
Et was a ſuitable word to my ſtate, 
and that which afforded me ſome ſupport, 
which I met with in my courſe of private 

reading. P/. xix. 13. Keep back th 
« ſervant from preſumptuous ſins, let them 
<« fot have dominion over me.” Where 
T conſidered, 1. That David found in 
his heart a proneneſs to preſumptuous fins, 
which made him cry out, „keep back thy 
| N 3 « ſervant, ” 
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<« ſervant,” &c. 2. He was not without 
fear or danger, leſt prefumptuous fins 
ſhould get the dominion over him, for he 
prays, „let them not have dominion.” 
3. When he found it thus with himſelf, 
he calls himſelf Gop's ſervant; „Keep 
back thy ſervant.” This word coming 
when my heart had been upon the borders 
of a preſumptuous ſin, did much affect me. 


EXPERIENCE XXXVII. 


Being a day of humiliation, I was much 
indiſpoſed to the duties of the day., 1 
found my heart unfit to pray in private, 
and to perform family exerciſe. The 
ſenſe of guilt had clouded and bowed down 
my ſoul. In the evening Gop revived my 
foul with Ja. Ixiv. 6, 7, 8. They com- 
plained “ they were all as an unclean 
thing their righteouſneſs as filthy rags,” 
v. 6.— there was a flagging of the ; of 
prayer, v. 7.—and this in time of great 
judgments.—v. 10, 11. © Thy holy cities 
are a wilderneſs, Jeruſalem a delolation— 
«© our holy beautiful houſe (viz. the temple ) 
« burned; and all our pleaſant things 
« laid waſte,” Yet they ſay (v. 8.) 
« But now thou, O Lon p, art our Fa- 
« THER,” — This ſuited my condition, 
and encouraged me to believe my relation 

| $7 | - to 
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to Gop, and his to me, as my Father : 
though I found myſelf under the foreſaid 
diſtempers. I was alſo ſupported againſt 
my ſins with 1 Jobn ut. 24. Let that 
<« gbide in you which you have heard from 
ce the beginning, if that which you have 
« beard from the beginning ſhall remain in 
“ you, ye ſhall continue in the Father and 
« the Son.” By which I was encouraged 
to hold fait what inſtructions, comforts, 
and fupports I had formerly received from 
Gop. That which ye have heard (viz. 
from the teachings of the ſpirit, Jobn vi. 
45. They ſhall be all taught of Gop—”) 
from the beginning, viz. from the time they 
began to believe in CHRIST. Heb. iii. 14. 
«© We are made partakers of CHRIST, if 


„ we hold the beginning of our confidence 
« ſtedfaſt, unto the end.” 


EXPERIENCE XXXVIII, 


Fan. 1. I awaked about four in the 
morning, and had many ſweet meditations 
in my bed, for the ſpace of about two 
hours. I then reſolved with myſelf to 
engage my heart afreſh, and to renew my 
covenant with the Lorp, the beginning 
of this new year; to be the Loxrp's * 
to ſerve the Loxp and his San Jz$vs 
CarisT, all the remainder of the days I 


N 4 had 


: 
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had to live in this world; in ſuch ſervice 
as HE ſhould ſee fit to employ me. The 
encouragements and inducements that were 
brought to my mind, and drew out my 
heart, willingly and chearfully to give up 
myſelf to the Loxp, to ſerve mim, and 

His Son JESsus CHRIST, were theſe, 

1. His promiſe of affording his preſence 
and aſſiſtance to ſuch as are His ſervants ; 
and to be their Gop. Ja. xli. 9, 10.“ Thou 
« whom I have taken—and faid unto thee, 
thou art my ſervant: I have choſen thee, 
4 and not caſt thee away.— Fear thou not, 
« for I am with thee: be not diſmayed, 
« for I am i Gop. I will ſtrengthen 
«thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, ? will 
„ uphold thee with the RIGHT HAND OF 
© MY RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

2. The great and precious promiſes made 
to his ſervants, Ja. liv. throughout, which 
concludeth thus, v. 17. This is the 
« heritage of the ſervants of the LoxD.“ 

3. We glorify Gop when we ſerve Him. 
La. xlix. 3. Thou art my ſervant, O 
“ Iſrael, in whom I will be glorified.” 

4. Gop hath done great things for me, 
both for my outward and inward man, 
and the only thing that he requires of me, 
is to ſerve Him in truth and ſincerity. 

5. All Carisr's ſervants ſhall aſſuredly 
be with Him where he is, and ſhall be 

honoured 
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honoured of the Father. Jabn il. 26. 
« Where I am, there ſhall alſo my ſer- 
« yant be: if any man ſerve me, bim 
« WILL MY FATHER honour.” And ſhall 
<« enter into the joy of their LoR D.“ 


EXPERIENCE XXXIX. 


Reading Leviticus xxii. 3. Whoſoeyer 
te he be that goeth unto the holy things, 
e having his uncleanneſs upon him, ht ſou! 
&* ſhall be cut off from my preſence. I am 
© THE Lox D.“ And the enſuing ſabbatb 
being ſacrament day, I conſidered with my 
ſelf; 1. That greater reverence is due to 
the Lord's-ſupper, than to the holy things 
under the law. 2. Moral uncleanneſs is 
greater than ceremonial. 3. Therefore I 
conſidered how I might go to this ordi- 
nance, and adminiſter it to others, without 
„having my uncleanneſs upon me?“ that 
is, how I might be purged from my un- 
cleanneſs. To that end I determined, 

1. Humbly to acknowledge, confeſs, 
and bewail the uncleanneſs of my heart, 
lips, and life, before the Loxp. Ja. vi. 
5 tog. Then ſaid I, Woe is me, for 
« I am undone. Becauſe I am a man of 
„ unclean lips—then flew one of the 
0 Seraphs, Sc. and he ſaid, Thine iniquity 

N 5 4 1s 


— 


9 Math. XXV. 21. 
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* 1s taken away. Alſo I heard the voice 
of the Lorp, ſaying, Whom ſhall I ſend? 
Then ſaid I, Send me—and uz ſaid 
% 60.” — When the prophet bemoaned his 
uncleanneſs, the Logp purged it away, 
and ſent him to do his office. 

2. Togo to © the fountain ſet open for 
4 ſin and for uncleanneſs.” Zech. Xili. 1. 
That is to act my faith on the blood of 
CHRIST, © which cleanſeth from all fin. ? 
1 John i. 7. 

3. To reſt upon Gop by faith, for ful- 
filling his covenant, wherein he hath pro- 
miſed © to cleanſe me from all my filthineſs, 
c“ and to /ave me from all my uncleanneſſes.“ 
Exel. xxxvi. 25. 29.—Ats xv. 9. pu- 
e rifying their hearts by faith.“ 

4. To plead earneſtly with Gop to 
de take away all 1niquities,” Hoſ. xiv. 2. 
and to“ create in me a clean heart,” P/. 
li. 10,—And to ſucceed my prayers with 
endeavours to put away uncleanneſs out of 
my heart and life. 1/a. i. 16. 18. Waſh 
% you,—put away the evil of your doings 
« —though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they 
« ſhall be white as wovl.”—2 Cor. vii. 1. 
« Having theſe promiſes let us cleanſe 
“ ourſelves.” — | 
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Evipence I. 
Of a true and ſaving FaiTH. 


FTER recovery from a ſickneſs, 1 
ſet myſelf to examine and prove 
my FAITH ; to ſee if it were true and ſav- 
ing. Becauſe pardon of ſin, freedom from 
condemnation, eternal life, with other great 
bleſſings, are promiſed to BELIEVERS: and 
much of our comfort in fickneſs ang 
health, in life and death, depends on the 
knowledge and proof of our faith. And 
that I did beheve in CHRIST, with a true 
and ſaving faith, J was ſatisfied, —thus : 

I. From thoſe expreſſions of ſcripture 
wherein the nature and eſſential acts of 
faith are ſet forth; as, 1. — Coming to 
CnrIST, Jobn vi. 35. © he that cometh”— 
he that Zelieveth on me.“ Coming is 
Believing. 
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believing. My conſcience bears me wit- 
neſs that I am coming toCnrisT, for CyrIsT 
HIMSELF AND ALL HIS BENEFITS. TI find 
my foul drawn to Cas1sT, and, upon all 
occaſions, looking and going to HM. 2.— 
Receiving, Jobn i. 12. As many as re- 
« cerved him — even as many as beheved 
« on his name.” Receiving is believing. 
Now through grace I find my heart wil- 
lingly receiving and thankfully accepting 
Jesvs CHRIST, as Gop offers him in the 
goſpel, even an wHOLE CHRIST; CHRIST, 
in all his offices to be to me, prophet, prieſt, 
and king. 3.—Truſting, Eph. i. 13. In 
&« whom, ye trufted—ye believed.“ Truft- 
ing is believing. This alfo I find, that 
Gor hath given me an heart to rely on 
CrxrsT for righteouſneſs, grace, and life. 

II. From the ground of my faith, which 
is the worD of Gop. It is through my 
knowledge and acquaintance with the 
woRD, that J have been brought to be- 
lieve in CHRIS TH; and, through CHRIST, 
in the FarHER that hath ſent Bim. And 
I read, ſuch as © believe, through the 
word,” are true believers; for whom 
Cuxisr maketh interceffion ; Fobn xvii. 
20. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but 
for them alſo which ſhall believe on me 
through their word.” — And, « who. 
_ « haveeverlaſting life, and ſhall not come 

; « into 
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into condemnation.” Jobn v. 24. „Ve- 
“ rily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that 
« beareth my word, and believeth on him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and 
e ſhall not come into condemnation, but 
« 7s paſſed from death unto fe.” 

III. From this property and effect of 
faith, viz, prizing CHeisr, 1 Pet. ii. 
<« Unto you that believe he is precious.” 
(The apoſtle ſpeaks of the . faith of Gop's 
« elef?,*—chap. i. 2. and of ſaving faith, 
v. 9.) ©* Receiving the end of your faith, 
„ even the ſalvation of your ſouls.” Now 
I find CHRISTH is precious to me ſo pre- 
cious to my ſoul, that I value and prefer 
him above the whole world; I account 
his blood precious, „which cleanſeth me 
from ſin;“ the promiſes exceeding 
great and precious, which “ in him are 
« yea and Amen.” CHRIST is ſo precious 
to me, that I am willing to ſuffer for 
him. Phil. i. 29. Unto you is given, 
& in the behalf of CHRIST, not only to 
&« believe on him, but allo to ſuffer for 
his ſake: yea, I chooſe a ſuffering 
condition for CHRIST, before the honours, 
riches, and pleaſures of the world, when 
they cannot be enjoyed without ſinning 
againſt him. Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26. By 
„ faith Moſes, when he was come to 
« years, refuſed to be called the ſon of 
| « Pharaoh's 
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« Pharaoh's daughter; chooſing rather to 
« ſuffer affiiftion with the people of Gon, 
« than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a 
« ſeaſon, eſteeming the reproach. of (or 
« for) CuRisT greater riches than the 
« treaſures of Egypt: for he had reſpect 
« unto the recompence of the reward.“ 


I am willing © to take up the croſs” and 
forſake all things for Him. 


EVvIDENCE II. 


Of being one of Gop's ſervants. 


I conſidered with myfelf what evidence 
I had I was one of zheſe: and was ſatis- 
fied from theſe ſcriptures, Rom. vi. 16. 
« Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
„ yourſelves ſervants to obey, his ſer- 
« wants ye are to whom ye obey, whether 
« of fin unto death, or of obedience unto 
* righteouſneſs.” I find Gop hath given 
me an heart to yield myſelf to Him ; Neb. 
i. 11. „O Loxp, I beſeech thee, let now 
« thine ears be attentive to the prayer 
ce of thy ſervants, that defire to fear thy 
& name.” Here I ſaw that ſuch as defire 
to fear Gon, are accounted Gop's ſervants ; 
which, through grace, I do. 
Some doubtings aroſe in my heart, 
whether I was one of Gop's ſervants, 
becauſe 
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becauſe it is ſaid, John viii. 34. whoſoever 
© committeth {in is the ſervant of fin.” 
For removing this doubt, I confidered, 

1. That the meaning of this ſcripture 
is not, that no man that hath fin in his 
heart, or doth fin in his life, can be Gop's 
ſervant, but is a ſervant of ſin; for then 
Gop fhould have no ſervants upon the 
face of the earth, Eccleſ. vii. 20. There 
&« 15 not a juſt man upon earth that doth 
« good and finneth not.” 1 Jobn i. 8. If 
« we ſay we have no ſin, we deceive our- 
| « ſelves, and the truth is not in us.” 

2. It is ſaid, that © the ſervants of fin 
are free from righteouſneſs,” Rom. vi. 20. 
Now, through mercy, I follow after righ- 
teouſneſs, and find ſomething of it: whence 
I concluded, I was not the ſervant of fin. 

3. I ſaw that David held this conclu- 
ſion, that he was one of Gop's ſervants, 
though he was compaſſed about with infir- 
mities ; yea, even at ſuch time as he was 
under a ſenſe of his ſinful infirmities ; P/. 
Cxvi. 16. O Lord, truly J am thy ſer- 
e vant.” Yet he had ſaid in his haſte, 
(unbelievingly) v. 11. All men are 
4% liars.“ David, after he had committed 
the great ſin of numbering the people, 

ainſt the counſel and advice of his 
friends, confeſſed “ that he had finned 
greatly, and done very fooliſhly ;” yet, 
SR calleth 


PO” . © — 
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calleth himſelf (2 Sam. xxiv. 10.) a ſervant 
of the Logy, « Take away the iniquity 
« of thy ſervant,” &c. ; 
4. As I was conſidering this thing, the 
Lon brought to my remembrance, Rom. 
vil. 23. With the mind 1 my ſelf ſerve 
« the law of Gon, but with the fleſh the 
e law of ſin.” This ſcripture was a great 
ſtay and ſatisfaction to me, and took off 
what was my chief fear. There is no 
doubt but Paul was the ſervant of CurrsT, 
yet he ſayeth, I my ſelf, with the fleſh 
e ſerve the law of ſin.” | | 


Evipence III. 
Of the Pardon of Sin. 


Being under the ſenſe of many fins, I 
conſidered with myſelf, what grounds and 
evidences I had for the pardon of my fins, 
and was fatisfied from theſe ſcriptures. 
Adds x. 43. To Hu give all the pro- 
„ phets witneſs, that through his nam 
« <oboſoever believeth in him, ſhall receive 
“ remiſſion of fins.” I found that, thro? 
grace, I did believe in CuRIs Tr. 1 Fob. i. 
9. © If we confeſs our fins, he is faithful 
and uſt to forgive us our fins, and to 
e cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. I 
ſaw here, that Gop's juſtice and faithful. 
neſs, ſtand engaged to forgive their ſins, 

who 
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who make confeſſion of them; which Gop 
had given me an heart to do. La. i. 16 
to 19 v. Theſe perſons to whom this promiſe 
was made, had ſinned againſt great mer- 
cies, v. 2. I have nurſed and brought 
e up children, and they have rebelled.” — 
And great judgments, v. 9. We ſhould 
“ have been as Sodom, and like unto Go- 
* morrah,” and other circumſtances (v. 5. 
« Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more ? 
« ye will revolt, &c.) did a ravate their 
ſins. Yet Gop promiles to forgive their 
« ſcarlet and crimſon ” ſins, v. 18.—“ if 
« ye be willing and obedient,” v. 19. 
And, through grace, I found I was willing 
to obey Gop's voice, © to ceaſe to do evil, 
(v. 19, 20.) * and to learn to do well. L 
The promiſe of < remiſſion of fins,” is 
part of “the new covenant ;”” (Heb. vill. 10. 
12.) and I find that Gop hath made this 
covenant - with me, from Ja. lv. 3. © In- 
« cline your ear and come unto ME, hear, 
« and your ſouls ſhall live, and I will make 
<« an everlaſting covenant with you, even 
« the ſure mercies of David.” [Heb. Be- 
loved, meaning Jzsvs CarisT.)] Where 
the condition of the covenant 1s W . 
unto CHRIST; to which Gop has enable 
me. 

FHaving felt the prevalency of ſin; 
and found ſin not only warring ant, 

- ur 
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but leading me captive, which made me 
queſtion my pardon, I was enabled to reſt 
upon Gop for forgiveneſs, from P/. I&V. 
3. © Iniquities prevail againſt me; as for 
* our tranſgreſſions, thou malt purge 
them away.” —By purging, is meant, 1— 
pardoning,' Heb. i. 3. when he had, By 
* HIMSELF, purged our ſins — P/. li. 7. 
% purge me, and I ſhall be clean.“ 2. Sub- 
duing and deſtroying fin. Iſa. xxvii. 9. 
* By this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be 
« purged; and ay is all the fruit to Zake 
% away his fin.” 2 Tim. ii. 21. If a 
„man therefore purge himſelf from thele, 
„he ſhall be a veſſel — / anctiſed, &c. 
So David, when he felt fin prevailing, 
and not only one ſin but ſeveral (iniquittes 
in the plural number) prevail, did yet reſt 
upon Gop, both for pardon and ſubduing 
of his ſins. And what David did, I may, 
and ought to do. Rom. vii. 23 to 25. 
When the apoſtle found. ſin working, and 
warring, and leading him captive, yet he 
hangs upon CHRIST, and bleſſeth Goo for 
.CaxrisT, and believes he ſhould be deli- 
vered from the guilt and power of his ſins, 
by Jxsus CHRIST. 
5 hen the filthineſs of my ſins made me 
afraid that Gop would not pardon, be- 
cauſe, I had. ſuch vile affections and ſuch 
filchy motions in my heart, Gop com- 
forted 
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forted me with that word, Ezet. xxxvi. 
23. I will ſprinkle clean water upon 
« you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all 
* your filthineſs, will I cleanſe you:“ and 
v. 29. 1 will ſave you from ALL your 
* UNCLEANNESSES.” And from As xiii. 
38-9. The promiſe is, © to all that be- 
„ heve:” and here is promiſed “ juſtifi- 
cation from all things.”—So as no fin, 
no circumſtance in any fin, ſhall be charged 
upon ary believer to his condemnation. 
— Having found my heart departing from 
Gop in a very treacherous manner, this 
clouded my evidence of pardon. But, 
after prayer, I was confirmed in the belief 
of the forgiveneſs of my fin, from Fer. iii. 
20. 22. Here I ſaw that though the Jews 
had voluntarily, without any inticing 
temptation, proſtituted themſelves to ſin, 
v. 2; and though they had “in a trea- 
« cherous manner,” departed from Gop 
after he had taken them © into a conjugal 
« relation with himſelf,” v. 20. yet he 

miſes, upon their return, to heal their 
„ backſlidings. * My faith was farther 
eſtabliſhed, by conſidering, that remiſſion 
of ſin was promiſed to me in the covenant, 


which covenant ſhould “ never be removed 


from me.” I/ liv. 9, 10. “As I have ſworn 
& that the waters of Noah ſhould no more 
go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn 2 
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« I would not be wroth with thee, 
« nor rebuke thee: for the mountains 
« ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, 
« but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from 
ce thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my 
i peace be removed, faith the Logp, that 
« hath mercy on thee.” Alſo Dan, ix. 9. 
« To the Lok p our Gop belong mercies 
* and forgiveneſſes, though we have rebel. 
„ led againſt HI.“ 

When Gop had once, and again, 
cleared up to my ſoul the pardon of my 
fins, I conſidered with myſelf, what duties 
this mercy called for; and I ſaw, 1. This 
ſhould make me thankful, Pſ. ciii. 1, 2, 
3. « Bleſs the Loxp, O my foul, and all 
ce that is within me, &c. Bleſs the Lorp, 
O my ſoul, and forget not all his bene- 
« fits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities.” — 
2. It ſhould make me admire Gop, Mic. 
vii. 18. Who is a Gop like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by 
<« the tranſgreſſion oft the remnant of his 
heritage? He retaineth not his anger 
&«& for ever, becauſe he delighteth in 
« mercy.”—3. It ſhould make me more 
fearful of offending Gop. P/. cxxx. 4. 
There is forgiveneſs with thee that thou 
«© mayeſt be feared.” And Ixxxv. 8. 
« The Lord will ſpeak peace unto his 
« people, but let them not turn again.” — 


2 4 It 
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4. It ſhould make me love Gop much, 
Luke vii. 47. Her ſins which are many, are 
* forgiven, for ſhe loved much.” 5. It 
ſhould make me glorify Gop, and let 
him have the dominion over my ſoul. —Rev. 
i. 5, 6. Unto Hu that loved us, and 
„ waſhed us from our ſins, in his own 
% blood —to HIM be glory and dominion,” 
&c.—6. It ſhould make me chearful, 
and encourage me in all the troubles of 
this preſent life, Math. ix. 2. Son, be 
« of good chear, thy fins are forgiven 
« thee.” 77a. xxxiii. 24. The bab. 
* tant ſhall not ſay, I am ſick : the peo- 
„ple that dwell therein ſhall be forgiven 
e their iniquity.” —7. It ſhould oblige 
me to forgive others, Eph. iv. 32. For- 

iving one another, even as Gop, for 
„ CHRIST's ſake, hath forgiven you.” Col. 
1. 13. As CnrisT forgave you, /o alſo 
« do ye.”—8. It ſhould make me willing 
to be employed in any ſervice for GOD. J. 
vi. 7, 8. Thine iniquity is taken away, 
« and thy ſin purged.—Alſo I heard the 
« voice of the Lok, ſaying, Whom 
« ſhall J ſend, and who will go for us? 
« Then ſaid I, Here am I, ſend me.” 


1 
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Feiner IV. 


| Of Intereſt in, and Union with Jesvs 
CHRIST. 


Evid. I. FaiTH in CHRIST. CHRIST 
prayeth (Jobn xvii. 20-1.) That “ them 
& that ſhall believe on him, through the 
«© WORD that they all may be ont IN 
& HIM.“ - And “ the FArHER heareth 
« HM always,” Jobn xi. 42. Now I find, 
bleſſed be Gop, that through the wor, I 
do believe in CHRIST. II. Effeual cal- 
ling. 1 Cor. i. 9. © Gop is faithful, by 
whom ye were called.” —v. 26.—“ Ye ſee 
% your calling, brethren.” —v. 30.—_< Of 
« HIM are ye in CHRIST Jesus.” Now, 
through mercy, I find, Gop has called 
me © out of darkneſs, into his marvellous 
« light.” He has called me to the know- 
ledge and faith of CHRIST. II. Walking 
e after the Spikir, and not after the fleſh,” 
Rom. viii. 1. It is not ſaid, they that are 
in CyrisT have no fleſh in them, but 
they walk not after the fleſh. IV. CHAIST's 
giving us HIS SPIRIT,” —1s an evidence 
that HE abideth in us,” 1 John ili. 24. 
Now I find, by the fruits of the Seri, 
mentioned Gal. v. 22-3. (love joy - peace 
— long ſuffering — gentleneſs — goodneſs — 
—faich— meckneſs — temperance) — that 
| Gop 


\ 
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Gop hath given me mis sI Ir: and alſo 
by my being able to cry Abo», Farr, 
Gal. iv. 6. Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath 
« ſent forth THE SPIRIT oF H1s Son into 
« your hearts, crying Abba, Father. V. 
* Crucifying the fleſh, with the affeftions 
“ and lufts* thereof, Gal. v. 24. i. e. 
our N nature with the works of it, 
mentioned v. 19, 20, 21, The fleſh and 
luſts thereof, are crucified, when it is fo 
ſubdued that it doth © not reign.” Rom. vi. 
6. Which I find, bleſſed be Gop! VI. 
Keeping CnrIsT's word. 1 Fohn ii. 5.— 
« In Him, verily, is the love of Gop per- 
&« fefted. Hereby KNow WE that we ARE 
© IN HIM.“ Which I deſire, and endea- 
vour. 

The comfort and privilege flowing from 
hence, is, that I am, I. Free from con- 
demnation, Rom. vill. 1. There is there- 
c fore now no condemnation to them that 
« are in CHRIST Jzesus.”—l, Aſſured of 
glory. Col. i. 27. Which is CarisT in 
„ you, the HOPE OF GLORY.” 1 John v. 
12. He that hath the Son hath life.“ III. 
Intereſted in CarIsT's © wiſdom, righteouſ- 
e neſs, ſanttification, and redemption.” 1 
Cor. i. 30. IV. Intereſted in “ all ſpiri- 
<« tual and heavenly bleſſings.” Epbeſ. i. 
3. V. Compleat m m-, though im- 
« perfect in my ſelf.” Coloſe ii. 10. 
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ny Evipence V. 
That Gon is my Gov. 


I. My being in covenant with Gon. 
Wherein the great bleſſing promiſed is, 
that Gop will be oux Gop, Heb. viii. 10. 
“ For this is the covenant, that I will 
* make, ſaith the Loxp.—I will be 7o 
<< them a Gov, and they ſhall be to ME a 
« people.” And my being in covenant, is 
evidenced to my ſoul, by my coming o, 
and claſing with CHRIS, the mediator of 
the covenant. For he promiſes to © make 
« aneverlaſting covenant with ſuch as come 
„ to Him.” Ja. Iv. 3. II. My © engaging 
« my heart to approach to God, He {ſhall 
« approach.“ Fer. xxx. 21-2. III. My being 
one of Gop's ſervants, as before, Ja. xli. 9, 
10. Thou art my ſervant, I have choſen 
< thee—fear thou not, I am Tay Gov.” 
IV. «© The Law of Gop in my heart.” Fer. 
XXX1. 33. And © my delight to do the. will 
« of Gov.” Pſ. xl. 8. V. My fear of 
Gop.—Fer. xxxii. 38 to 40. v. T | 
« ſhall be my people, and I will be their 
« Gop—and I will give them one heart 
*, and one way, that they may fear me 
. for 22 I will put my fear in 
their Hearts, that they ſhall not depart 

F from me,” Which fear is diſcerned by 
„  /aon O « eſchewing, 
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« eſchewing, and departing from evil.” 
Job i. 1. with Prov. xvi. 6. VI. My 
chuſing the Lorxp for my God, Pſal. xvi. 
2. „Thou haſt ſaid unto, the Loxo, 
„ THOU ART My Gop.” And voluntarily 
giving up myſelf to nm, to obey his voice, 
and keep his ways. Deut. xxvi. 17, 18. 
Thou haſt avouched the Loxp to be 
« thy Gop—to walk in his ways,—And 
by the Lord hath avouched thee, to be his 
ec "peculiar people.” Fer. vii. 23. 0 
* 15 Tet Th I will be your Gop, — 
pe ſhall be my people.“ ——VH. My 
willingneſs to leave earthly enjoyments 
at the call of Gop; ſetting looſe to 
the world; looking upon myſelf as a 
« ſtranger and pilgrim. on the earth;” 
preferring and ſeeking heavenly things 
above earthly. For “ov is not aſhamed 
„ to be called their Gop,” that are and 
« Jo thus.” Heb. xi. 13, 14. 16. 
Hence I infer for my comfort: I. Gop's 
audience of my prayers, Micab vii. 7. 
f «, My Gop will hear me.” II. His pre- 
ſence with me in all conditions. Jia. xliii. 1, 
2, 3.—“ I have redeemed thee, thou art 
„ MIN E. When thou paſſeſt through the 
% waters, I will be with thee.— I am the 
: „ Loxp thy Gop, the boly one, ＋Aſrael, 
eh Savioun,. III. A e all Hl 
_ * avants. Pf. xxiti, 1. The Lonry is my 
r 5 ** ſhepherd, 
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&«, ſhepherd, 1 ſhall not want. IV. 
Strength and afſiftauce to all ſervices or 
ſufferings. Ja. xli. 10. J will trengthen 
« thee, yea, I will help thee,” & c. V. 
He « will be my Gop and guide for ever 
« —even. unto death.” P/al. xlviii. 14. 
VI. He will « pardon my fins: and not 
forſake and caſt me off. Mich. vii. 17 to 
19. 1 Sam. xii. 22, For the Logo will 
« not forſake his people for ais GREAT 
« NAME'S SAKE.” Fer. li. 5. © Iſrael hath 
„ not been mn nor Judah _ Dis 
«©. Gop.” 
And TI charge it on myſelf, as my duty: 
1. To wall bambly with Gop.” Mic. vi. 
8. II. To ſeek Him early. PF. lxiii. 1.— 
«© Thou art my Gop, rh will ſeek 
<« THEE.” III. To praiſe and exalt him. 
Pſ. cxviii. 28. Thou art my Gop, and 
I will praiſe thee : nn Gop, I will exalt 
“ thee.” IV. To love bim above all 
& with ALL MY HEART.” Deut. vi. 5, 
V. To turn to him whenever I ſhall depart . 
from Him. Hoſc xii: 6. Therefore turn 
thee to thy Gon, —continuallhj. VI. To 
"truſt in Him conſtantly for all things. P/. 
\xviii. 2. The Lon is my rock my 
ſtrength—in whom- 1 will truſt: and 
xci. 2. Lea, in times of greateſt danger, 
diſtreſs and fear, Pſc xxxi. 13, 1 —FThey 
T to take "a my life but 1 
ng 7 O 2 6 truſted 


— 
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* truſted in thee.— I ſaid, THou ART Mx 
„ God.” 1 Sam. xxx. 6. David was 
4 greatly diſtreſſed, for the people ſpake 
of ſtoning him but David enc 
4 himſelf, in the Loxp His Goh.“ 


Evivence VI. 
Of Gov's Love to my Soul. 


Evid. I. His drawing of my foul to 
CHRIST. Fer. xxxi. 3. I have loved thee 
« — therefore have I draws thee.” Whom 
Gop draws he loves; with an everlaſting 
love. Now I find that Gop hath drawn 
me, becauſe my ſoul is come to CHRIST, 
and goeth daily to him, and * no man can 
« come to CRRIST, except the FaTHER 
« draw him.“ Jabm vi. 44. II. His giv- 
ing me faith. He loveth thoſe that, 
through the word, believe in his Sox, 
even as he loveth his own Son. John xvii. 
20. 23. © I pray—tfor them which fell 
c believe on me through their word 
« and that the world may know that thou 
„ haſt loved them, AS THOU HAST LOVED 
„ ME. III. Gop “ loves thoſe that love 
„ HIM.” Prov. Vill. 17. And that love bis 
ſou Jesvs CHRIST. 1 Fohn iv. 19. We 
* love HIM, becauſe, HE firſt loved us.” 
Juobn xiv. 21. He that loveth Mz, ſhall 
be loved of my Farkxx, and I till love 
| 0 5 | © (5 cc x 


—— — 
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« him.” And xvi. 27. © For the FarHER 
& himſelf loveth you, becauſe ye have loved 
«© ME.” I find Gop hath. given me an 
heart to love Riu, and his" ſon Ixsus 
CHRIST. IV. A principle of ſpiritual life 
infuſtd into my ſoul, whereby I live to Gov, 
is an evidence of n1s love to me. Ezek. 
xvi. 6. 8. I ſaid-unto thee, when thou 
« waſt in thy blood, dE - now, when I 
« paſſed by, behold thy time was the 
a lod of Tome. Epbeſe l. 4, 3. As he 
« hath choſen us, that we ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in love.” 
V. Gon not only © loveth zbe righteous,” 
Pf. cxlyi. 8: but © him alſo that followerb 
«after righteouſneſs. Prev. uv. 9. 
Which, through grace, I find he has 
cauſed me to do. Ky © comfort in this, is, 
that this is an 9 — love.“ Jer. | 
XXXi. 3. Jobn xiii. 1. Having loved his 
* own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto? the end. „Nothing „ ſhall 
* ſeparate me from it.“ Rom. viii. 95 
with 39 v.—No—not my Ans, Pf Ixxxix. 

to 35 v. Though © the mountains and 
« hills depart, his loving RINGS ſhall not 
- depart.” Ta. hv. 10 Admire] and 


7270 this love, O my foul 1 1 John lil. 


x. | „ Behold What manner of ſoye tie 
«© PATH ER hath beſtowed on us, that wwe | 
« Wann be called the ſons of Gon Van! 


Iii O 3 x 
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| Eizo VII. 
of Gov! 's accepting my Perſon and Services. 


This enquiry 1s neceſſary. 1. Becauſe 
both work and perſon muſt come to judg- 
ment, “For we muſt arr appear before 
the judgment ſeat of CurisT.” 2 Cor. v. 
10. 2. Though it is a mercy to Hye our 
ſervice 5 accepted of the ſaints,” Rom. xv. 
yet the main thing we ſhould labour 
1 is to be “ approved unto Gop:”® 2 
Tim. ii. 13. For the approbation of men, 
without the acceptation of Gov, 1s little 
An 2 Cor. x. 18. For not he that 
4 commendeth himſelf is approved, ww 
„ whom the Loxp commendeth.” „ 
Evid, I. Jia. lvi. 6, 7. The ſons of ed 
« ſtranger that join themſelves | to the 
Los b. D, to ſeyve im.” There the Logp- 
promiſes to accept their burnt-offerings, 
and ſacrifices upon his altar; that is, all. 
their ſervices which they perform in 
CnrisT's name, who is called an altar. 
Heb. xiii. 10.—* We have an Altar,” and 
who was typified by the altar under the. 
moſaical law—who join * themſelves to 
4 the Lox, to love. and ſerye Him, and 
«| keep his ſabbath, and take hold of his 
«covenant z” even, to every ſuch perſon, 
he ny Rae of their ' ſervices: 
l Hgnified 
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ſignified by burnt- offerings, and ſacrifices. 
Now, bleſſed be Gop, he hath enabled 
me, by grace, in ſome meaſure thus to 
do.—II. Rom. xiv. 18. He that in theſe 
e things ſerveth CHRIST, is acceptable to 
« Gop.” In theſe things, i. e. righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and joy, mentioned v. 17. 
Here I ſee, that when in obedience to 
CurisT's command, and in diſcharge of 
the work. and calling, I have been called | 
to by CHRIST, I endeavour by preaching, | 


writing, conference, private inſtruction, . 
&c. to beget or promote righteouſneſs, . 
peace, or joy in the HoLy GHosr, I am | 
accepted of Gop.—lIII. Ads x. 38. In. 5 
« every nation, he that feareth Gop, and 
« worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted f 
« HM.“ We then work righteouſneſs, 
when we work that which Gop commands. I 
Pſ. cxix. 172. All thy commandmeats . 
are righteouſneſs.” — This I endeavour. 
IV. Gen. iv. 7. If thou doęſt well, ſhalt. 
«© thou not be accepted? —tben we do 
well when we ſerve the Logo faithfully: 
Math. xxv. 23. His Loxrp ſaid umo. 
him, Well done, good and faithful ſer- 
« yant.” And when we ſhew love to 
our neighbour, James ii. 8. Thou ſhalt. 
« love thy neighbour as thy. ſelf. ?—— 
Whereof I have the teſtimony of my con- 
ſcience, 1 2 | 
04 rv 
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hg)  EviDENGE VIII. 
4 Of Eternal Life. 


Soy hath, out of his free grace, (bleſſed 
be his Name) given me good hope of 
eternal life from theſe ſcriptures : 

1 John iii. 16. Whoſoever believeth in 
«© (nis ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
Alling life. This promiſe hath oft re- 
freſhed and ſatisfied my ſoul, when I have 
been communing with my own heart 
about the grounds of my hope of Eternal 

Life. For I find that Gop hath given me 
an heart to believe in CurisT ; and the 
promiſe is, ke pe itn believeth, without 
any exception of the greatneſs, frequency, 
or long continuance of our fins. When I 
have been unable to work the works of 
Gop; I have found an heart to believe. 
2 Sam. xxiii. g. Although my houſe be 
« not fo with Gop, Hz hath made with 
«me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in 
all things and ſure; rox THIS Is ALL 
« My. SALVATION, and all my defire, 
« although he make it not to grow.” 
Here F obſerved, 1. That being in cove- 
nant- with Gop 1s a ſufficient ground to 
hope for ſalvation. —This, is all my ſalva- 
tion; he. hath made with me an everlaſting 
Covenant. f TONE 

2. The 


- 
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2. The ſinful infirmities and miſcar- 


riages of the ſervants of Gop, ſhould not 
diſcourage them from hoping in Gop for 
eternal ſalvation, by virtue of his covenant. 
David had been guilty of ſeveral tniſcar- 
riages, beſides his great falling, in the mat- 
ter of Uriah; as, unbelief, 1 Sam. xxvii. 1. 
diſſimulation and lying to Achiſh, v. 10. 
unkind, if not unjuſt, dealing with Mephi- 
boſheth, in giving away half his eſtate, upon 


a falſe accuſation: of Ziba, 2- Sam. xix. 


rT0—29, &c, Yet, in a dying hour, he 
relieth on Gop for ſalvation, notwithſtand- 
ing his miſcarriages, by virtue of the cove- 
nant; Although my houſe be not ſo 


« with Gop,” (he includeth himſelf as the 


chief part of his houſe) although he had 
not ſo walked in his houſe with Gop as 
Go required, yet © this is my ſalvation; 
“ Gop hath made with me an everlaſting 
& covenant.” Though he did not fee. 
the growth or accompliſhment of ſeveral 
promiſes in the covenant, yet he is not 
diſmayed, or beaten off from hoping for 
ſalvation, but faith, zhis is ALL my ſakva- 
tion, although he make it not to grow. En- 
quiring with myſelf, what ground I had to 
hope this covenant was made with me, I was 
ſatisfied from Ja. lv. 3. where I find thoſe 
that come unto CHRIST, are taken into 


eovenant, and enjoy the ſame promiſes 
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and fare mercies that Gop gave to David.— 
3. John xvii. 2. Thou haſt given him 
power over all fleſh, that fe ſhould 
give eternal life to as many as thou haſt 
6 given him.” Enquiring what ground 
I had. to believe that I was given to 
CHRIST, I was ſatisfied from Jobn vi. 37. 
4% All that the FATHER giveth me ſhall 
< come to me. Our coming to CHRIST,. 
is an argument that we are given to 
CHRIST by the FarnER, becauſe all ſuch, 
and none but ſuch, come to CHRIST. 22 
37-44-65. ) I was further confirmed from. 
Job. xvii. 10. where Cari1sT gives this 
character of ſuch as are given to Fn cer 
he © is glorified in them: „and 1 and. 
through mercy, that the Lorp hath in- 
clined my heart. to glority him.—4. Jobn 
x. 27 to 29. My ſheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me. 
« And I give to them eternal life, and they 
« ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
« pluck them out of my hand. My 
« FATHER, which gave them me, is 
& greater than all; and none is able to 
« pluck them out of my FaTaer's hand. 
Here I obſerved, 1. That the Loxp Jeſus. 
hath promiſed to give unto his ſheep: eter- 
nal life. 2. He undertaketh for them, 
for the time to come, that they ſhall never 
Ho: I ſhall not periſh by their. 


own. 
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oven ſins (as unbelievers and unregenerate 
men do) ſee Jobn viii. 24. 2 Pet. ii. 12.) 
neither ſhall any perſon or temptation 
from without draw them off from CHRIST. 
3. The Lox D JxEsus gives his ſheep a 
twofold argument, to aſſure | them they 
ſhall not periſh, either by their own cor- 
ruption, or by any force or allurement 
from without. 1. He holds them in his 
hand, i. e. he keeps and preſerves them 
by his power. 2. His FArRHER, Who is 
greater than all, keeps them by his power 
alſo... The comfort of this depending on 
the qualification of the perſons -to whom 
this promiſe is made, namely, the ſheep 
of CHRIST. I conſidered what evidence I 
had that I was one of CaxrisT's ſheep; 
and I ſaw, 1. That CRHRIST's ſheep are 
ſuch as © hear his voice and follow him.“ 
Now I found that my heart had anſwered, 
the call of CHRIST in the goſpel, when he 
hath called, Look unto. me, and be ye 
«. ſayed. Come unto me all ye that 
« labour and are heavy laden: and 
moreover, that I do endeavour to follow 
his example, and to walk as he walked. 
when he was in this world. 2. I ſaw that 
by his ſheep, he meaneth ſuch as do believe 
on him, becauſe he proves (v. 26.) the Jews. 
were not his ſheep, becauſe, they did not 
believe on him-——3. 1 found thoſe, cvi- 
"34 2 dences 
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dences of the Loxp's being my ſhepherd, 
which David mentions, Pa. xxiii. viz, 
as often . reſtoring my ſoul” when I 
have | fallen, —— His leading me in the 
paths of righteouſneſs < for his name's 
*«ſake:” If the Lok be my ſhepherd, 
then J am one of his ſheep. 4. 4 
returning to CnrisT through g 
is an argument that he is the ſhep 1255 407 
my ſoul. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 5. Viſiring the 
fick, and feeding the hungry, &c. are 
the marks of CRHAIST's ſheep.” Math, 
Xxv. 35-6 6. Gop ' promiſeth © gl 
(P/al.” Ixxx1v. II.) to them that -w 
« uprightly.” And I find Gop has given 
me an heart to walk vprighily. In a fick- 
neſs, not knowing but death miglit be 
approaching, I conſidered what promiſes 
J could reft on for ſalvation and, among 
others, Gop enabled me to ſtay on 1. Ivu. 
2. « He ſhall enter into peace, they ſhall 
« Teſt on their beds, each one walking g in 
<« his uprightneſs.“ Theſe are my" Evi- 
DENCES of eternal life. 20 wy 
"Gor having given me g pe, 
| through ade eternal life; I ſet my 
ſelf to conſider what duties chis called for. 
And Gov put into my mind, Which 1 
reſolye, by the help of his grace, to practiſe; ; 
1. To bleſs and praiſe Gop for this 


merey.—1 Pet. i. 3, 4. oy Breed RF 
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« GoD AND FATHER OF OUR Lok Jzsvs 
„ CHRIST, which, according to his abun- 
« dant mercy, hath begotten us again to 
< a lively hope, by the reſurrefion of Jxsus 
« CHRIST from the dead—to an Inheri- 
& tance, &c. reſerved. in heaven for us.“ 
Coloſ. i. 12, 13. © Giving thanks unto 
« the FATHER which hath made us meet 
<< to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
e ſaints in light—who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkneſs, and tranſ- 
1 lated us into the kingdom of HIS DEAR 
„ SON. | : 
2.— TO mortify daily; uncleanneſs, 
< inordinate affection, evil concupiſcence, 
« covetouſneſs, and all other fins. Coloſ. 
Ul. 4, 5. 
3.—To carry myſelf towards all men, 
eſpecially towards my near relations, as an 
heir of eternal life and glory. 1 Pet. iii. 12 
As being heirs together of the gr 
« of life; that your prayers be not hindered.” 
4.—To © walk worthy of the Lon, 
* unto all pleaſing.” 1 Theſ. ii. 12.— How 
that is to be done, is expreſſed Epbeſ. iv. 
2, 3. With all loulinelb and meekneſs; 
« with long ſuffering, forbearing one 
d another in love -endeavouring to keep 
e the unITY OF THE SPIRIT in the bend 
2 1 a i. 10.— Being W in 
x 38. 0 3 . very 
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+. every good work, and increaſing in the 
«' knowledge of Gon.“ 
 5.—To® purity myſelf; as (or ſeeing )Gop 
is pure.” 1 Jobn iii. 3. Which implies 
« purity in heart, Math. v. 8.—purity of 
words in diſcourſe; for, © every word of 
Goy is pure ;” Prov. xxx. 5. And fo 
muſt ours be alſo. Epbeſ. iv. 29. Let 
no corrupt communication proceed out 
„of your mouth; Zephan. ui. 9. For 
then will I turn to the people @ pure 
language. — Purity of life. 1 Pet. ii. 
21-2. CnRlsr allo ſuffered for us, leav- 
ing us an example who did no ſin, 
neither cas guile found in bis mouth.” | 
6.— To ſerve Gop : and to ſerve ni 
in a gracious and godly manner, Heb. xii. 
28. Let us have grace, whereby we 
may /erve Gop acceptably, with rEVe- 
*& -rence and godly fear.” 
J. Not © to fear them that can kill 
the body.” Luke xii. 4. Nor fear the 
"white of outward things (v. 31-2.) „Seek 
| the kingdom of Gop, and all theſe 
« things ſhall be added unto you. Fear 
* not, little flock, it is your FaTHER's 
good pleaſure to c1vE you the kingdom.” 
8. To rejoice in hope of this cLory, 
in the midſt of worldly troubles, Rom. v. 


2, 3. We rejoice in hope of the glory of 
= Gop—and not only ſo, but we 2 in 
4 45 
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&« tribulations alſo.” 1 Pet. i. 6. Wherein 
« ye greatly rejoice, though now for a ſea - 
“ fon, if need be, ye are in heavineſs thro? 
& manifold temptations.” 

9.—To keep the full aſſurance of hope 
to the end of my days, by continuing dili- 
gent in miniſtring to the ſaints. Heb. vi. 10, 
11. «© God is not unrighteous to forget 


« your work and labour of love, that you ; 


have ſhewn to his name, in that you have 
e miniſtred to the ſaints, and do miniſter.— 


« And we deſire that every one of you do, 
* ſhew the /ame diligence, to the full aſſu- 


“ rance of bope to the end.” 
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Joanne WOoIIEBIo, S. From Dr. Joux Woll LE 
S. Theol. Doc. in Bius's Compendium 
Acad. Bafi/. Profeſſ. of Chriſtianity. Divi- 
Ord. Compend. Theol. | nity Profeſſor in the 
Chriſtian, | Univerſity of Baſil, 

' Salutis Catena. The Chain of Salvation. 
Deus A ordinavit, God - has ordained, 
Verbum - promittit, | The Word - promiſes, 
Chriſtus - meruit, Chriſt has merited, 
Sacramenta - obſignant, Sacraments ſeal, 
Fides - recipit, * — - receives, 
Os - - tetur out *. 
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